M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2006

By:

Representatives Wi ttington, Perkins, To: Rules

Cl arke, Brown, Buck, dark, Coleman (29th),
Hol | and, Hol | oway, Howel |, Huddl eston,
Johnson, Reynol ds, Robi nson (63rd),
Straughter, Thomas, Wt son

© (00} ~ » (93] A WNPE

N N D DD N MDMDN P PP PP PR,
o o0 A W N P O © 00 N oo o~ WwN -+, O

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 25

A RESCLUTI ON COMWMENDI NG THE LI FE OF A GREAT PLAYWRI GHT AND
TEACHER, ENDESHA | DA MAE HOLLAND, AND EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF
THE M SSI SSI PPI HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES UPON HER PASSI NG

WHEREAS, the world lost a great literary artist when
pl ayw i ght and teacher, Endesha |Ida Mae Hol |l and, passed this life
on January 25, 2006, while she slept; and

WHEREAS, M's. Hol |l and was an award-w nni ng dramati st whose
play, "Fromthe Mssissippi Delta," was nom nated for a Pulitzer
Prize;, and

VWHEREAS, al t hough she was a hi gh school dropout, she was
determ ned to earn a high school equival ency, enter college and
earn a doctorate and she did all of these things within a span of
20 years; and

VWHEREAS, during her life, she taught American studies at the
State University of New York and in Los Angel es, where she was
prof essor enmeritus at the University of Southern California's
School of Theatre; and

VWHEREAS, Ms. Hol | and has been honored by many organi zations
during her life including the 1993 Finalist Award; the Fifteenth
Annual Susan Smith Bl ackburn Prize, an International Yearly Award
for "Parader Wthout a Permt"; the Western New York Region Martin
Lut her King, Jr., Conm ssion-Life Achievenment Award; the 1992
Ei ght h National Conference Oni Award fromthe International Black
Wnen's Congress; the Black Whnen's Forum Inc., Award for
out st andi ng academ ¢ and creative achi evenent sponsored by United

St at es Congressworman Maxi ne Waters, 29th District, Los Angeles;
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the Buffalo News 43rd Annual Citizens of the Year Award; and many
ot her awards; and

VWHEREAS, to cherish her nenory, she is survived by her son
Cedric Holland; a sister, Jean Beasley; and granddaughter, all of
Buf fal o, New York; and a brother, Charlie "Bud" Nelluns, of
G eenwood, M ssi ssippi; and

VWHEREAS, in spite of suffering fromataxia, a degenerative
neur ol ogi cal di sease, she continued to teach, produce, wite and
perform her work; and

VWHEREAS, M's. Holland's fascinating literary works contain
pi eces of her life while growmng up with social difficulties,
being raised by a mdwi fe nother who died in a house fire set by
the Ku Klux Klan, her own rape at the age of 11, her teenage
prostitution and her eventual involvenent with the 1960s ci vil
ri ghts novenent which changed her life; and

WHEREAS, in spite of her many chil dhood struggles, Ms.
Hol | and was al so very active in the civil rights novenent as a
child and was one of the first civil rights workers from G eenwod
who j oi ned the novenent with Bob Mbses, WIIlie Peacock, Medgar
Evers, Martin Luther King and Stokley Carm chael; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
recogni ze and conmend excel |l ence:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
commend the life of a great playwight and teacher, Endesha |da
Mae Hol | and, and express deepest synpathy upon her passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the famly of Endesha Ida Mae Holl and and to the

menbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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