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Si mpson, Smith (59th), Upshaw, Wall ey,

Weat her sby
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO 116

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG LUKE

2 JOHNSON OF THE UNI VERSI TY OF SOUTHERN M SSI SSI PPl FOOTBALL TEAM

3 FOR H S OQUTSTANDI NG ATHLETI C AND ACADEM C ACCOWVPLI SHVENTS FOR THE

4 GOLDEN EAGLES AND FOR HI S EXEMPLARY COMMUNI TY SERVI CE.

5 VWHEREAS, Luke Johnson, the outstanding punter for the

6 University of Southern M ssissippi Golden Eagl es Football Team

7 was first in Conference USA in average punting yards per gane

8 during the 2005 season, and ranked seventh in the nation in

9 average punting yards per gane; and

10 VWHEREAS, for his superior acconplishments on the gridiron

11 this season, Luke was naned to the first team Al |l - Conference Team
12 and he earned All-American honors with his selection as third team
13 All-Anerican by SI.comand as honorable nmention All-American by
14 Col | egeFoot bal | News. com and

15 VWHEREAS, Luke is not only an athlete but also a scholar, and
16 he has been naned to the President's List, Conference USA

17 Conmi ssioner's Honor Roll and Dean's List in his academ c career,
18 and he has al ready earned his bachelor's degree in business

19 adm nistration; and

20 VWHEREAS, Luke has been awarded the Conference USA

21 Conmi ssioner's Medal for Academ c Excell ence several tines, was
22 naned the SportsCare Scholar Athlete for football in 2003 and

23 2004, was the recipient of the Liberty Bow Scholar Athlete Award
24 in the 2003 Liberty Bow, and was selected to attend the Seventh
25 Annual NCAA Leadership Conference in 2003; and

26 VWHEREAS, Luke, who is an ordained mnister, is heavily

27 involved in community service and is dedicated to the USM

28 Fellowship of Christian Athletes, the Baptist Student Union and to
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his mnistry opportunities not only in the Hattiesburg area but
also in other areas of the state and the world, and he was
selected to the American Football Coaches Association's Good Wrks
Team for his outstanding work in the community; and

WHEREAS, Luke was naned a finalist for the Danny Werffe
Trophy and the ARA Sportsmanship Award and was naned the Division
| male recipient of the Whody Hayes Award, all of which are
awarded to the top players in the nation based on academ c,
athletic and community service; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this
out standi ng student athlete who is an inspiration to other
at hl etes and who has brought honor to his community, his
university and the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we commend and congratul ate Luke Johnson of the
Uni versity of Southern M ssissippi Football Teamfor his
out standi ng athletic and academ c acconplishnments for the Gol den
Eagl es and for his exenplary community service, and we extend our
best w shes for success in all future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to Luke Johnson and to nenbers of the Capitol Press

Cor ps.
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