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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 50

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG M SSI SSI PPI PONER FOR | TS
Dl LI GENCE, COWM TMENT AND SUCCESS | N RESTORI NG PONER TO SOQUTHEAST
M SSI SSI PPl AFTER HURRI CANE KATRI NA

VWHEREAS, M ssi ssi ppi Power denonstrated untiring commtnent,
diligence and service to its custoner base, as well as the state
as a whole, by restoring power in an efficient and pronpt nanner
after Hurricane Katrina; and

VWHEREAS, M ssi ssippi Power, which is led by its dedicated
Presi dent and Chi ef Executive Oficer (CEOQ, Anthony J. Topazi,
faced a seem ngly daunting task of restoring electricity to its
195, 000 custoners who cover 23 counties in Southeast M ssissippi;
and

VWHEREAS, after Hurricane Katrina devastated the CGulf Coast of
M ssi ssi ppi on August 29, 2005, 100% of M ssi ssippi Power's
custoners were left with no service; and

VWHEREAS, M ssi ssippi Power had 65% of its transm ssion and
distribution facilities damaged with 23,500 spans of downed wre,
300 downed transm ssion structures, 9,000 downed distribution
pol es and 2, 300 danaged transforners; and

VWHEREAS, the first day after Hurricane Katrina, all of
M ssi ssi ppi Power's substations and its two najor power plants
were out of service, and only 3% of 3,000 MV of generation were
avai | abl e; and

VWHEREAS, in the mdst of the conpany's having to deal with
its damaged infrastructure, M ssissippi Power also had over 700 of

its enpl oyees who suffered personal |osses; and
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VWHEREAS, despite all of the overwhel m ng chal |l enges
M ssi ssi ppi Power faced, it took only 12 days after Hurricane
Katrina hit the coast, for M ssissippi Power to have 100% of its
custoner base, who could receive power, back on line; and

VWHEREAS, the incredible feat of restoring power to Southeast
M ssi ssi ppi could not have occurred w thout CEQ, Anthony J.
Topazi, and his capable staff, along with nearly 11, 000 outside
personnel who hel ped M ssissi ppi Power restore power in such an
efficient and pronpt manner; and

WHEREAS, it is with great gratitude that the Legislature
comends M ssissippi Power for its excellent work in restoring
power to the citizens of Southeast M ssissippi during such a
trying and dark tinme in this great state's history:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG

THEREI N, That we do hereby conmend M ssissippi Power and its CEQ
Ant hony J. Topazi, for their tireless efforts in ensuring that
power was restored, which in turn, hel ped those in Southeast
M ssi ssippi, who were devastated by Hurricane Katrina, to begin
the healing process.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

furnished to M ssissippi Power and to the nenbers of the Capitol

Press Corps.
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