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SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 2

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE DEDI CATED PUBLI C SERVI CE OF STATE
FORESTER JAMES L. (JIM SLEDGE, JR, AND CONGRATULATI NG H M ON THE
OCCASI ON OF HI S RETI REMENT.

VWHEREAS, Janes L. (Jin) Sledge, Jr., Mssissippi State
Forester, announced his retirement, effective May 31, 2005; and

VWHEREAS, M. Sl edge has served with distinction as Director
of the M ssissippi Forestry Comm ssion since 1991, and is the
| ongest serving State Forester in the agency's 79-year history;
and

VWHEREAS, Jim Sl edge | ed his agency through reorgani zation in
the early 1990s, reducing 7 districts to 6 and reassi gning work
responsibilities, with significant cost savings; nodernized the
state's wildfire-fighting equi pmrent and established a "career
| adder™ training and advancenent systemfor field enployees; and

VWHEREAS, under his direction, the Forestry Conm ssion noved
froma fire-tower-based county fire detection and di spatching
systemto a nodern centralized di spatching systemutilizing
conputers and aircraft, with initial savings of alnobst $2 MI1lion;
and

VWHEREAS, he oversaw the establishnment of the Forestry
Comm ssion's Federal Excess Property Program which transfers
federal excess fire-fighting equipnent to |ocal volunteer fire
departnents; the creation of a Gobal Information System
Departnment within his agency; and the devel opnent of the second
generation of genetically inproved trees at the Forestry

Commi ssion's forest tree inprovenent facility at Baxterville; and
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VWHEREAS, under his direction, the Forestry Comm ssion
partnered with Alcorn State University and M ssissippi Valley
State University to establish an underserved | andowner outreach
program and assigned a M ssissippi Forestry Conm ssion Forester to
work with Alcorn State University in a continuing outreach effort;
and

VWHEREAS, the Forestry Comm ssion's Information and Educati on
Program was strengthened during Sledge's tenure, with the
Commi ssi on-sponsored Project Learning Tree Environnmental Education
Programtraining nore than 12,500 educators in this award-w nning
curriculum w nning a second Gold Star Award in 2004 (Project
Learning Tree's highest international award), the first of 50
states to do so; and

WHEREAS, M ssissippi's Uban and Community Forestry Program
al so advanced under Sl edge's direction, form ng the M ssissipp
Urban Forest Council (a Forestry Conm ssion vehicle for hel ping
M ssi ssippi cities and communities nmanage trees on public
property), which will soon achi eve independent status; and

VWHEREAS, M. Sl edge was instrunental in establishing the Task
Force for Forestry Strategic Initiative for Econom ¢ Devel opnent,
establ i shed by Lieutenant Governor Any Tuck, which later led to
the establishnment of the M ssissippi Institute for Forest
I nventory, an independent agency charged with assessing the total
forest resources of M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, State Forester Sledge served with honor as President
of the National Association of State Foresters and hosted that
prestigi ous organi zation's annual neeting here in Mssissippi in
2004; and

VWHEREAS, M. Sl edge was naned the 2003 "Al ummi Fell ow' for
the Mssissippi State University Coll ege of Forest Resources; and

WHEREAS, the DeKal b native worked in the forest industry for
nearly 30 years prior to being appointed M ssissippi State

Forester; and
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WHEREAS, he is married to the fornmer Bettye Bounds of DeKal b.
They have two outstanding children, Dr. J.L. (Buddy) Sledge III
head of the Hi story Departnent of Truett-MConnell Jr. College in
Cl evel and, Ceorgia, and Jayne Jowers, an English teacher at Kenper
Acadeny in DeKal b; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recogni ze the
dedi cated service of this public servant who has brought honor to
his agency, his industry and to the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby conmmend State Forester Jim Sl edge
for his dedicated and exenplary professional service to the State
of M ssissippi and sincerely wish hima | ong and heal t hy
retirenent.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
State Forester Sl edge and nenbers of the M ssissippi Forestry

Comm ssion, and be nade avail able to the Capitol Press Corps.
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