M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE SECOND EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON 2005
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By: Senator(s) Al britton, To: Rules
Har vey, Brown, Browni ng,
Butl er, Carm chael, Chaney,
Cl arke, Davis, Dearing,

Fl owers, Frazier, Collott,
Gordon, Harden, Hewes,
Jackson (15th), Jackson
(11th), Jordan, King,
Kirby, Little, Mettetal,

M chel, Mffatt, Morgan,

Pi ckering, Posey, Thonas,
Vall ey, Walls, Wite,

W | enon

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 516

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON REMEMBERI NG THE GALLANT SERVI CE AND
COMVENDI NG THE LI FE OF SERGEANT SABURANT " SABE" PARKER OF
FOXNWORTH, M SSI SSI PPI, VWHO WAS A COVBAT CASUALTY I N | RAQ ON
MONDAY, MAY 23, 2005, AND EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE
LEG SLATURE.

VWHEREAS, Sergeant Saburant "Sabe" Parker, 43, of Foxworth,
M ssi ssippi, was killed on Monday, May 23, 2005, when a bonb
expl oded near his Hunvee in Haswa, 30 mles south of Baghdad,
Irag, one of four nenbers of the M ssissippi-based 155th Bri gade
Conbat Team and

WHEREAS, carried by a mlitary honor guard, he cane hone to
his community and famly, and was renenbered at a special nenorial
service at Hurricane Creek Baptist Church near Col unbi a,
M ssi ssi ppi, on Saturday, My 28, 2005, was buried on Tuesday, My
31, 2005, in Andrews, North Carolina, with full mlitary honors;
and

VWHEREAS, the 155th Infantry Brigade Conbat Team i ncl udes
3,500 soldiers from M ssi ssippi and others from Vernont and
Arkansas. The 155th, which is attached to the Il Marine
Expeditionary Force, operates in the Karbala, Najaf and Babi
provinces of Iraq. The soldiers trained at Canp Shel by before
bei ng deployed to Iraq in January. The deaths of these four brave
guardsnmen brings the total in the 155th Brigade to at least 10 in
2005. Since mlitary operations in Afghanistan and Iraq began, 32
soldiers with ties to M ssissippi have died. The M ssissipp
Nat i onal Guard has sustai ned the fourth-highest nunber of

casualties of any state; and
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VWHEREAS, Sergeant Parker was a 16-year veteran with the
Nat i onal Guard and had previously served in Bosnia. He worked at
a |l unber conpany in Angie, Louisiana. He was a famly nman who
"l oved his kids and | oved what he did for a living." He was a
quiet, intelligent man, who enjoyed fishing and hunting; and often
took his daughters with himon outings. He |loved his country and
realized that we are all very blessed with what we have here in
America and M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, during his nenorial service, Sergeant Parker was
awar ded the Bronze Star, the M ssissippi Medal of Valor and the
Purpl e Heart posthunmously by Major General Harold Cross, Adjutant
General of M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, his famly received an outpouring of grief and
support fromacross the state, denonstrating the comunity's
acknow edgnent of the sacrifice nmade by the M ssissippi National
Guard; and

WHEREAS, he is survived by his wife of 20 years, Kitza
Par ker; two daughters, Merissa and Sheliah Parker; a stepson,
Ransey Cunpton; nother-in-law, D nple Conpton; nother, Ora Lee
Hayes; other relatives who live in North Carolina; and nunerous
close friends; and

VWHEREAS, to a country, a fallen soldier neans a national
| oss; to a community, a fallen soldier neans a true hero; to a
parent, a fallen soldier neans a son who will not be com ng hone.
M ssi ssi ppi ans understand the costs of conflict, because we have
paid themin the past. It is with great pride and humlity that
we recogni ze the heroic action of this great Anerican and
M ssi ssi ppi an, who was the guardian of civilization as we know it
t oday:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby renenber the gallant service and conmend the life of

Sergeant Saburant "Sabe" Parker of Foxworth, M ssissippi, who was
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a conbat casualty in Irag on Monday, May 23, 2005, and extend the

t houghts and prayers of the Legislature to his famly and our

sorrow on his passing.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to

the surviving famly of Sergeant Parker and be nade available to

the nmenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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ST: Comend the life of conbat casualty
Ser geant Saburant "Sabe" Parker.



