House Amendments to Senate Bill No. 2504
TO THE SECRETARY OF THE SENATE:

THIS IS TO | NFORM YOU THAT THE HOUSE HAS ADOPTED THE AMENDMENTS SET OUT
BELOW

AMENDMENT NO. 1

Amend by striking all after the enacting clause and inserting

inlieu thereof the follow ng:

97 SECTION 1. (1) This act shall be referred to as the

98 "M ssissippi Education Reform Act of 2005."

99 (2) The Legislature finds and determnes that the quality
100 and accountability of public education and its effect upon the
101 social, cultural and econom c enhancenent of the peopl e of
102 M ssissippi is a matter of public policy, the object of which is
103 the education and performance of its children and youth.

104 SECTION 2. Section 37-19-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
105 anended as fol | ows:

106 37-19-7. (1) This section shall be known and nay be cited
107 as the M ssissippi "Teacher Qpportunity Program (TOP)." The

108 allowance in the m nimum educati on program and the M ssissipp
109 Adequate Education Programfor teachers' salaries in each county
110 and separate school district shall be determned and paid in

111 accordance with the scale for teachers' salaries as provided in
112 this subsection. For teachers holding the follow ng types of
113 licenses or the equivalent as determ ned by the State Board of
114 Education, and the follow ng nunber of years of teaching

115 experience, the scale shall be as follows:

116 2004- 2005 School Year

117 Less Than 25 Years of Teachi ng Experience

118 AAAA. e $ 31, 775.00
119 AAA . 30, 850. 00
120 Y 29, 925. 00
121 A 28, 000. 00
122 25 or More Years of Teachi ng Experience
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AAAA . $ 33,775.00

AAA . 32, 850. 00
AA 31, 925. 00
A 30, 000. 00

The State Board of Education shall revise the salary scale
prescri bed above for the 2004-2005 school year to conformto any
adj ustnments nmade to the salary scale in prior fiscal years due to
revenue growt h over and above five percent (5% . For each one
percent (1% that the Sine Die General Fund Revenue Estimate
Growm h exceeds five percent (5% for fiscal year 2005, as
certified by the Legislative Budget Ofice to the State Board of
Educati on and subject to specific appropriation therefor by the
Legi slature, the State Board of Education shall revise the salary
scale to provide an additional one percent (1% across the board
increase in the base salaries for each type of |icense.

2005- 2006 School Year and School Years Thereafter

Less Than 25 Years of Teachi ng Experience

AAAA . $ 34, 000. 00
AAA . 33, 000. 00
AA 32, 000. 00
A 30, 000. 00

25 or More Years of Teachi ng Experience

AAAA . $ 36, 000. 00
AAA . 35, 000. 00
AA 34, 000. 00
A 32, 000. 00

The State Board of Education shall revise the salary scale
prescri bed above for the 2005-2006 school year to conformto any
adj ustnments nmade to the salary scale in prior fiscal years due to
revenue growt h over and above five percent (5% . For each one
percent (1% that the Sine Die General Fund Revenue Estimate
Growm h exceeds five percent (5% for fiscal year 2006, as
certified by the Legislative Budget Ofice to the State Board of
Educati on and subject to specific appropriation therefor by the
Legi slature, the State Board of Education shall revise the salary
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scale to provide an additional one percent (1% across the board
increase in the base salaries for each type of |icense.

It is the intent of the Legislature that any state funds nade
avail able for salaries of licensed personnel in excess of the
funds paid for such salaries for the 1986-1987 school year shal
be paid to |licensed personnel pursuant to a personnel appraisal
and conpensation systeminplenented by the State Board of
Education. The State Board of Education shall have the authority
to adopt and anend rules and regul ations as are necessary to
establish, admnister and maintain the system

Al'l teachers enployed on a full-tinme basis shall be paid a
m ni mum sal ary in accordance with the above scale. However, no
school district shall receive any funds under this section for any
school year during which the | ocal supplenent paid to any
i ndi vi dual teacher shall have been reduced to a sumless than that
paid to that individual teacher for performng the sanme duties
froml ocal supplenent during the imedi ately precedi ng school
year. The anmount actually spent for the purposes of group health
and/or life insurance shall be considered as a part of the
aggregat e anount of |ocal supplenent but shall not be considered a
part of the amount of individual |ocal supplenent.

2004- 2005 School Year Annual | ncrenent

For teachers holding a Cass AAAA |icense, the m ni num base
pay specified in this subsection shall be increased by the sum of
Seven Hundred Forty Dollars ($740.00) for each year of teaching
experi ence possessed by the person holding such license until such
person shall have twenty-five (25) years of teachi ng experience.

For teachers holding a Cass AAA |icense, the m ninum base
pay specified in this subsection shall be increased by the sum of
Si X Hundred Seventy-five Dollars ($675.00) for each year of
t eachi ng experi ence possessed by the person hol ding such |icense
until such person shall have twenty-five (25) years of teaching
experi ence.

For teachers holding a Cass AA |license, the m ni num base pay
specified in this subsection shall be increased by the sumof Six

S. B. 2504
PAGE 3



193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227

Hundred Ten Dol lars ($610.00) for each year of teaching experience
possessed by the person hol ding such license until such person
shal |l have twenty-five (25) years of teaching experience.

For teachers holding a Class A license, the m ni nrum base pay
specified in this subsection shall be increased by the sum of Four
Hundred Si xty-five Dollars ($465.00) for each year of teaching
experi ence possessed by the person holding such license until such
person shall have twenty-four (24) years of teaching experience.

2005- 2006 School Year
and School Years Thereafter Annual Increnents

For teachers holding a Cass AAAA |icense, the m ni num base
pay specified in this subsection shall be increased by the sum of
Seven Hundred Seventy Dollars ($770.00) for each year of teaching
experi ence possessed by the person holding such license until such
person shall have twenty-five (25) years of teaching experience.

For teachers holding a Cass AAA |icense, the m nimum base
pay specified in this subsection shall be increased by the sum of
Seven Hundred Five Dollars ($705.00) for each year of teaching
experi ence possessed by the person holding such license until such
person shall have twenty-five (25) years of teaching experience.

For teachers holding a Cass AA |license, the m ni num base pay
specified in this subsection shall be increased by the sumof Six
Hundred Forty Dol |l ars ($640.00) for each year of teaching
experi ence possessed by the person holding such license until such
person shall have twenty-five (25) years of teaching experience.

For teachers holding a Class A license, the m ni rum base pay
specified in this subsection shall be increased by the sum of Four
Hundred Eighty Dol lars ($480.00) for each year of teaching
experi ence possessed by the person holding such license until such
person shall have twenty-four (24) years of teaching experience.

The | evel of professional training of each teacher to be used
in establishing the salary allotnment for the teachers for each
year shall be determ ned by the type of valid teacher's |icense
i ssued to those teachers on or before Cctober 1 of the current
school year.
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(2) (a) The follow ng enployees shall receive an annual
sal ary supplenent in the anmount of Six Thousand Dol l ars
($6, 000. 00), plus fringe benefits, in addition to any other
conpensation to which the enpl oyee may be entitl ed:

(1) Any licensed teacher who has net the
requi renents and acquired a Master Teacher certificate fromthe
Nat i onal Board for Professional Teaching Standards and who is
enpl oyed by a | ocal school board or the State Board of Education
as a teacher and not as an adm nistrator. Such teacher shal
submt docunentation to the State Departnent of Education that the
certificate was received prior to October 15 in order to be
eligible for the full salary supplenent in the current school
year, or the teacher shall submt such docunentation to the State
Departnent of Education prior to February 15 in order to be
eligible for a prorated sal ary suppl enent beginning with the
second term of the school vyear.

(ti) A licensed nurse who has net the requirenments
and acquired a certificate fromthe National Board for
Certification of School Nurses, Inc., and who is enployed by a
| ocal school board or the State Board of Education as a school
nurse and not as an administrator. The |icensed school nurse
shall submt docunentation to the State Departnent of Education
that the certificate was received before Cctober 15 in order to be
eligible for the full salary supplenent in the current school
year, or the licensed school nurse shall submt the docunentation
to the State Departnent of Education before February 15 in order
to be eligible for a prorated salary suppl enent beginning with the
second term of the school year. Provided, however, that the total
nunber of licensed school nurses eligible for a salary suppl enent
under this paragraph (ii) shall not exceed twenty (20).

(ti1) Any licensed school counsel or who has net
the requirenents and acquired a National Certified School
Counsel or (NCSC) endorsenment fromthe National Board of Certified
Counsel ors and who is enployed by a | ocal school board or the
State Board of Education as a counselor and not as an
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adm nistrator. Such |icensed school counselor shall submt
docunentation to the State Departnent of Education that the
endor senent was received prior to October 15 in order to be
eligible for the full salary supplenent in the current school
year, or the licensed school counselor shall submt such
docunentation to the State Departnent of Education prior to
February 15 in order to be eligible for a prorated sal ary
suppl enent begi nning with the second term of the school year.
However, any school counsel or who started the National Board for
Pr of essi onal Teachi ng Standards process for school counsel ors
bet ween June 1, 2003, and June 30, 2004, and conpletes the
requi renents and acquires the master teacher certificate shall be
entitled to the naster teacher supplenent, and those counselors
who conplete the process shall be entitled to a one (1) tine
rei nbursenent for the actual cost of the process as outlined in
paragraph (b) of this subsection.

(iv) Any licensed speech-|language pat hol ogi st and
audi ol ogi st who has net the requirenents and acquired a
Certificate of Cinical Conpetence fromthe Anmerican
Speech- Language- Heari ng Associ ation and who is enployed by a | ocal
school board. Such |icensed speech-|anguage pat hol ogi st and
audi ol ogi st shall submt documentation to the State Departnent of
Education that the certificate or endorsenent was received prior
to October 15 in order to be eligible for the full salary
suppl enent in the current school year, or the |licensed
speech- | anguage pat hol ogi st and audi ol ogi st shall submt such
docunentation to the State Departnment of Education prior to
February 15 in order to be eligible for a prorated salary
suppl enent beginning with the second termof the school year.

(b) An enpl oyee shall be reinbursed one (1) tinme for
the actual cost of conpleting the process of acquiring the
certificate or endorsenent, excluding any costs incurred for
post graduat e courses, not to exceed Five Hundred Dol lars ($500.00)
for a school counsel or or speech-|anguage pat hol ogi st and
audi ol ogi st, regardl ess of whether or not the process resulted in
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the award of the certificate or endorsenent. A |ocal school
district or any private individual or entity may pay the cost of
conpleting the process of acquiring the certificate or endorsenent
for any enpl oyee of the school district described under paragraph
(a), and the State Departnent of Education shall reinburse the
school district for such cost, regardl ess of whether or not the
process resulted in the award of the certificate or endorsenent.
If a private individual or entity has paid the cost of conpleting
the process of acquiring the certificate or endorsenent for an
enpl oyee, the |local school district may agree to directly

rei nburse the individual or entity for such cost on behalf of the
enpl oyee.

(c) Al salary supplenents, fringe benefits and process
rei nbursenent aut horized under this subsection shall be paid
directly by the State Departnent of Education to the | ocal school
district and shall be in addition to its m ni num educati on program
allotments and not a part thereof in accordance with regul ations
promul gated by the State Board of Education, and subject to
appropriation by the Legislature. Local school districts shal
not reduce the local supplenent paid to any enpl oyee receiving
such sal ary supplenent, and the enpl oyee shall receive any | ocal
suppl enent to which enployees with simlar training and experience
otherwi se are entitled.

(d) The State Departnent of Education nmay not pay any
process reinbursenent to a school district for an enpl oyee who
does not conplete the certification or endorsenent process
required to be eligible for the certificate or endorsenent. |If an
enpl oyee for whom such cost has been paid in full or in part by a
| ocal school district or private individual or entity fails to
conplete the certification or endorsenent process, the enployee
shall be liable to the school district or individual or entity for
all anounts paid by the school district or individual or entity on
behal f of that enployee toward his or her certificate or

endor senent .
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(3) Effective July 1, 2007, if funds are avail able for that

purpose, the Legislature nay authorize state funds for additional

base conpensation to be evenly divided for teachers hol ding

licenses in critical subject areas and who teach at |east a

majority of their courses in a critical subject area, as

determ ned by the State Board of Educati on.

(4) (a) This section shall be known and may be cited as the

"M ssi ssi ppi Perfornmance Based Pay (MPBP)" plan. |In addition to

the m ni num base pay described in this section, if funds are

avai l able for that purpose, the State of M ssissippi may provide

moni es fromstate funds to school districts as defi ned bel ow for

t he purposes of rewarding certified teachers, adm nistrators and

nonl i censed personnel at individual schools show ng inprovenent in

student test scores. The MPBP plan shall be devel oped by the

M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Education based on the follow ng

criteria:

(i) It is the express intent of this |egislation

that the MPBP plan shall utilize only existing standards of

accreditation and assessnent as established by the State Board of

Educati on.

(ii) To ensure that all of M ssissippi's teachers,

adm ni strators and nonlicensed personnel at all schools have equal

access to the nonies set aside in this section, the MPBP program

shal |l be designed to cal cul ate each school's performance as

determ ned by said school's increase in scores fromthe prior

school year. The MPBP program shall be based on a standardi zed

scores rating where all levels of schools can be judged in a

statistically fair and reasonabl e way upon inplenentation. At the

end of each year, after all student achi evenent scores have been

st andardi zed, the M ssissippi Departnent of Education shal

i npl enent the MPBP pl an.

(i1ii1) To ensure all teachers cooperate in the

spirit of teamwrk, individual schools shall submt a plan to the

| ocal school educational authority to be approved prior to the

begi nni ng of each school year beginning July 1, 2007. The pl an
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shall include, but not be limted to, how all teachers, regardless

of subject area, and adm nistrators will be responsible for

i nprovi ng student achi evenent for their individual school.

(b) The State Board of Education shall develop the

processes and procedures for designating schools eligible to

participate in the MPBP. State assessnent results, growth in

student achi evenent at individual schools and ot her neasures

deened appropriate in designating successful student achi evenent

shall be used in establishing MPBP criteria. The State Board of

Educati on shall devel op the MPBP policies and procedures and

report to the Legislature and Governor by Decenber 1, 2005.

(c) The State Board of Education shall explore the

feasibility of devel oping a nodel for evaluating the effectiveness

of individual teachers. The State Board of Education shall report

their findings to the Legislature and Governor's Ofice begi nning

in January 2006.

(5) (a) Beginning on July 1, 2007, if funds are avail able

for that purpose, each mddle school in M ssissippi shall have at

|l east two (2) nentor teachers, as defined by Sections 37-9-201

t hrough 37-9-213, that shall receive additional base conpensation

provided for by the State Legislature in the anobunt of One

Thousand Dol | ars ($1, 000. 00).

(b) To be eligible for this state funding, the

i ndi vi dual school nust have a cl assroom nanagenent program

approved by the | ocal school board.

(c) |If funds are available for that purpose, the state

shal |l provide additional funding under this subsection (5) for two

(2) nmentor teachers per mddle school, however, this shall not

prohi bit | ocal school districts fromproviding additional salary

suppl enents for nore than two (2) teacher nentors from nonadequate

educati on program funds.

SECTION 3. Section 37-3-2, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-3-2. (1) There is established within the State
Departnent of Education the Conm ssion on Teacher and
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Adm ni strator Education, Certification and Licensure and

Devel opnment. It shall be the purpose and duty of the comm ssion
to make recommendations to the State Board of Education regarding
standards for the certification and |icensure and conti nui ng

pr of essi onal devel opnment of those who teach or performtasks of an
educational nature in the public schools of M ssissippi.

(2) The comm ssion shall be conposed of fifteen (15)
qualified nenbers. The nenbership of the comm ssion shall be
conposed of the follow ng nenbers to be appointed, three (3) from
each congressional district: four (4) classroomteachers; three
(3) school administrators; one (1) representative of schools of
education of institutions of higher |learning | ocated within the
state to be recommended by the Board of Trustees of State
Institutions of Hi gher Learning; one (1) representative fromthe
school s of education of independent institutions of higher
| earning to be recommended by the Board of the M ssissipp
Associ ation of I ndependent Coll eges; one (1) representative from
public comunity and junior colleges |ocated within the state to
be recommended by the State Board for Conmunity and Juni or
Col | eges; one (1) local school board nenmber; and four (4) |ay
persons. All appointnents shall be nmade by the State Board of
Education after consultation with the State Superintendent of
Publ ic Education. The first appointnents by the State Board of
Education shall be made as follows: five (5) nenbers shall be
appointed for a termof one (1) year; five (5) nenbers shall be
appointed for a termof two (2) years; and five (5) nenbers shal
be appointed for a termof three (3) years. Thereafter, al
menbers shall be appointed for a termof four (4) years.

(3) The State Board of Education when maki ng appoi ntnments
shal | designate a chairman. The comm ssion shall neet at |east
once every two (2) nonths or nore often if needed. Menbers of the
conmm ssion shall be conpensated at a rate of per diem as
aut hori zed by Section 25-3-69 and be rei nbursed for actual and

necessary expenses as authorized by Section 25-3-41.
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(4) An appropriate staff nmenber of the State Departnent of
Educati on shall be designated and assigned by the State
Superi ntendent of Public Education to serve as executive secretary
and coordinator for the comm ssion. No less than two (2) other
appropriate staff nenbers of the State Departnent of Education
shal | be designated and assigned by the State Superintendent of
Public Education to serve on the staff of the comm ssion.

(5 It shall be the duty of the comm ssion to:

(a) Set standards and criteria, subject to the approval
of the State Board of Education, for all educator preparation
progranms in the state;

(b) Recommend to the State Board of Education each year
approval or disapproval of each educator preparation programin
the state;

(c) Establish, subject to the approval of the State
Board of Education, standards for initial teacher certification
and licensure in all fields;

(d) Establish, subject to the approval of the State
Board of Education, standards for the renewal of teacher |icenses
inall fields;

(e) Review and eval uate objective neasures of teacher
performance, such as test scores, which nay formpart of the
| i censure process, and to nmake recommendati ons for their use;

(f) Review all existing requirenents for certification
and |icensure;

(g) Consult with groups whose work may be affected by
t he conm ssion's deci sions;

(h) Prepare reports fromtine to time on current
practices and issues in the general area of teacher education and
certification and |licensure;

(1) Hold hearings concerning standards for teachers
and adm ni strators' education and certification and |icensure with
approval of the State Board of Educati on;

(j) Hre expert consultants with approval of the State
Board of Educati on;
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(k) Set up ad hoc commttees to advise on specific
areas; and

(I') Performsuch other functions as may fall within
their general charge and which may be del egated to them by the
State Board of Educati on.

(6) (a) Standard License - Approved Program Route. An
educator entering the school system of M ssissippi for the first
time and neeting all requirenents as established by the State
Board of Education shall be granted a standard five-year |icense.
Per sons who possess two (2) years of classroom experience as an
assi stant teacher or who have taught for one (1) year in an
accredited public or private school shall be allowed to fulfil
student teaching requirenents under the supervision of a qualified
participating teacher approved by an accredited coll ege of
education. The local school district in which the assistant
teacher is enployed shall conpensate such assistant teachers at
the required salary level during the period of time such
i ndi vidual is conpleting student teaching requirenents.
Applicants for a standard |icense shall submt to the departnent:

(1) An application on a departnent form

(i1i) An official transcript of conpletion of a
t eacher education program approved by the departnent or a
nationally accredited program subject to the follow ng:
Li censure to teach in M ssissippi prekindergarten through
ki ndergarten cl assroons shall require conpletion of a teacher
educati on program or a bachel or of science degree with child
devel opnent enphasis froma program accredited by the Anmerican
Associ ation of Fam |y and Consuner Sciences (AAFCS) or by the
Nat i onal Associ ation for Education of Young Children (NAEYC) or by
the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education
(NCATE). Licensure to teach in M ssissippi kindergarten, for
t hose applicants who have conpl eted a teacher education program
and in Gade 1 through Grade 4 shall require the conpletion of an
interdisciplinary programof studies. Licenses for Gades 4
through 8 shall require the conpletion of an interdisciplinary
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program of studies with two (2) or nore areas of concentration.
Licensure to teach in Mssissippi Gades 7 through 12 shal
require a major in an academc field other than education, or a
conbi nation of disciplines other than education. Students
preparing to teach a subject shall conplete a ngjor in the
respective subject discipline. Al applicants for standard
| i censure shall denonstrate that such person's coll ege preparation
in those fields was in accordance with the standards set forth by
the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education
(NCATE) or the National Association of State Directors of Teacher
Education and Certification (NASDTEC) or, for those applicants who
have a bachel or of science degree with child devel opnment enphasi s,
the American Association of Fam |y and Consuner Sciences (AAFCS);

(iii) A copy of test scores evidencing
sati sfactory conpletion of nationally adm ni stered exam nations of
achi evenent, such as the Educational Testing Service's teacher
testing exam nations; and

(iv) Any other docunent required by the State
Board of Educati on.

(b) Standard License - Nontraditional Teaching Route.

Begi nni ng January 1, 2004, an individual who has a passing score
on the Praxis | Basic Skills and Praxis Il Specialty Area Test in
the requested area of endorsenent may apply for the Teach
M ssissippi Institute (TM) programto teach students in Gades 7
through 12 if the individual neets the requirenents of this
paragraph (b). The State Board of Education shall adopt rules
requiring that teacher preparation institutions which provide the
Teach M ssissippi Institute (TM) programfor the preparation of
nontradi tional teachers shall neet the standards and conply with
the provisions of this paragraph.

(1) The Teach M ssissippi Institute (TM) shal
i nclude an intensive ei ght-week, nine-senester-hour summer program
or a curriculumof study in which the student nmatriculates in the
fall or spring senester, which shall include, but not be limted
to, instruction in education, effective teaching strategies,
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cl assroom nmanagenent, state curriculumrequirenents, planning and
instruction, instructional nmethods and pedagogy, using test
results to inprove instruction, and a one (1) senester three-hour
supervi sed internship to be conpleted while the teacher is
enpl oyed as a full-tinme teacher intern in a |ocal school district.
The TM shall be inplenented on a pilot programbasis, with
courses to be offered at up to four (4) locations in the state,
with one (1) TM site to be located in each of the three (3)
M ssi ssi ppi Suprenme Court districts.

(i11) The school sponsoring the teacher intern
shall enter into a witten agreenent with the institution
provi ding the Teach M ssissippi Institute (TM) program under
ternms and conditions as agreed upon by the contracting parties,
providing that the school district shall provide teacher interns
seeking a nontraditional provisional teaching license with a
one-year classroomteaching experience. The teacher intern shal
successfully conplete the one (1) senester three-hour intensive
internship in the school district during the senester immediately
foll ow ng successful conpletion of the TM and prior to the end of
t he one-year classroomteachi ng experience.

(ti1) Upon conpletion of the nine-senester-hour
TM or the fall or spring senester option, the individual shal
submt his transcript to the conm ssion for provisional |icensure
of the intern teacher, and the intern teacher shall be issued a
provi sional teaching |icense by the comm ssion, which will allow
the individual to legally serve as a teacher while the person
conpl etes a nontraditional teacher preparation internship program

(itv) During the senester of internship in the
school district, the teacher preparation institution shall nonitor
the performance of the intern teacher. The school district that
enpl oys the provisional teacher shall supervise the provisional
teacher during the teacher's intern year of enploynent under a
nontradi tional provisional |license, and shall, in consultation
with the teacher intern's nentor at the school district of
enpl oynent, submt to the conm ssion a conprehensive eval uati on of
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the teacher's perfornmance sixty (60) days prior to the expiration
of the nontraditional provisional |license. |f the conprehensive
eval uation establishes that the provisional teacher intern's
performance fails to neet the standards of the approved
nontraditional teacher preparation internship program the

i ndi vidual shall not be approved for a standard |icense.

(v) An individual issued a provisional teaching
| i cense under this nontraditional route shall successfully
conplete, at a mninum a one-year beginning teacher nentoring and
i nduction program adm ni stered by the enploying school district
with the assistance of the State Departnent of Educati on.

(vi) Upon successful conmpletion of the TM and the
internship provisional |icense period, applicants for a Standard
Li cense- Nontraditional Route shall submt to the comm ssion a
transcript of successful conpletion of the twelve (12) senester
hours required in the internship program and the enpl oying school
district shall submt to the comm ssion a recomendati on for
standard licensure of the intern. |If the school district
recommends licensure, the applicant shall be issued a Standard
Li cense-Nontradi ti onal Route which shall be valid for a five-year
peri od and be renewabl e.

(vii) At the discretion of the teacher preparation
institution, the individual shall be allowed to credit the twelve
(12) senester hours earned in the nontraditional teacher
internship programtoward the graduate hours required for a Master
of Arts in Teacher (MAT) Degree.

(viii) The local school district in which the
nontraditional teacher intern or provisional |icensee is enployed
shal | conpensate such teacher interns at Step 1 of the required
salary level during the period of time such individual is
conpl eting teacher internship requirenents and shall conpensate
such Standard License-Nontraditional Route teachers at Step 3 of

the required salary | evel when they conplete |license requirenents.
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| mpl enent ati on of the TM program provided for under this
paragraph (b) shall be contingent upon the availability of funds
appropriated specifically for such purpose by the Legislature.
Such inplenentation of the TM program may not be deened to
prohibit the State Board of Education from devel opi ng and
i npl enenting additional alternative route teacher licensure
prograns, as deened appropriate by the board. The energency
certification programin effect prior to July 1, 2002, shal
remain in effect.

The State Departnent of Education shall conpile and report,
in consultation with the comm ssion, information relating to
nontraditional teacher preparation internship prograns, including
t he nunber of prograns avail abl e and geographic areas in which
they are available, the nunber of individuals who apply for and
possess a nontraditional conditional license, the subject areas in
whi ch individual s who possess nontraditional conditional |icenses
are teaching and where they are teaching, and shall submt its
findings and recommendations to the legislative conmttees on
educati on by Decenber 1, 2004.

A Standard License - Approved Program Route shall be issued
for a five-year period, and may be renewed. Recognizing teaching
as a profession, a hiring preference shall be granted to persons
hol ding a Standard License - Approved Program Route or Standard
License - Nontraditional Teaching Route over persons hol di ng any
ot her |icense.

(c) Special License - Expert Citizen. |In order to
allow a school district to offer specialized or technical courses,
the State Departnment of Education, in accordance with rules and
regul ati ons established by the State Board of Education, may grant
a one-year expert citizen-teacher |license to |ocal business or
ot her professional personnel to teach in a public school or
nonpubl i ¢ school accredited or approved by the state. Such person
may begin teachi ng upon his enploynent by the |ocal school board
and |icensure by the M ssissippi Departnent of Education. The
board shall adopt rules and regul ations to adm ni ster the expert
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citizen-teacher license. A special |license - expert citizen may
be renewed in accordance with the established rules and
regul ations of the State Departnent of Education.

(d) Special License - Nonrenewable. The State Board of
Education is authorized to establish rules and regulations to
all ow those educators not neeting requirenents in subsection
(6)(a), (b) or (c) to be licensed for a period of not nore than
three (3) years, except by special approval of the State Board of
Educat i on.

(e) Nonlicensed Teaching Personnel. A nonlicensed
person may teach for a maxi mum of three (3) periods per teaching
day in a public school or a nonpublic school accredited/ approved
by the state. Such person shall submt to the departnent a
transcript or record of his education and experience which
substantiates his preparation for the subject to be taught and
shall neet other qualifications specified by the comm ssion and
approved by the State Board of Education. 1In no case shall any
| ocal school board hire nonlicensed personnel as authorized under
this paragraph in excess of five percent (5% of the total nunber
of licensed personnel in any single school.

(f) Special License - Transitional Bilingual Education.
Begi nning July 1, 2003, the comm ssion shall grant speci al
| icenses to teachers of transitional bilingual education who
possess such qualifications as are prescribed in this section.
Teachers of transitional bilingual education shall be conpensated
by | ocal school boards at not |ess than one (1) step on the
regul ar salary schedul e applicable to permanent teachers |icensed
under this section. The conm ssion shall grant special |icenses
to teachers of transitional bilingual education who present the
comm ssion with satisfactory evidence that they (i) possess a
speaking and reading ability in a | anguage, other than English, in
whi ch bilingual education is offered and comrunicative skills in
English; (ii) are in good health and sound noral character; (iii)
possess a bachel or's degree or an associate's degree in teacher
education froman accredited institution of higher education; (iv)
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nmeet such requirenents as to courses of study, senester hours
therein, experience and training as may be required by the

comm ssion; and (v) are legally present in the United States and
possess | egal authorization for enploynment. A teacher of
transitional bilingual education serving under a special |icense
shal | be under an exenption fromstandard |licensure if he achieves
the requisite qualifications therefor. Two (2) years of service
by a teacher of transitional bilingual education under such an
exenption shall be credited to the teacher in acquiring a Standard
Educator License. Nothing in this paragraph shall be deened to
prohibit a local school board from enploying a teacher licensed in
an appropriate field as approved by the State Departnent of
Education to teach in a programin transitional bilingual
educat i on.

(g) Highly Qualified Teachers. Beginning July 1, 2005,

any teacher fromany state neeting the federal definition of

highly qualified, as described in the No Child Left Behind Act,

shall be granted a standard five-year |icense by the M ssissipp

Depart ment of Education in the equival ent endorsenent area.

(7) Adm nistrator License. The State Board of Education is
authorized to establish rules and regul ati ons and to adm ni ster
the licensure process of the school admnistrators in the State of
M ssissippi. There will be four (4) categories of adm nistrator
Iicensure with exceptions only through special approval of the
State Board of Educati on.

(a) Admnistrator License - Nonpracticing. Those
educators hol ding adm ni strative endorsenent but have no
adm ni strative experience or not serving in an admnistrative
position on January 15, 1997.

(b) Admnistrator License - Entry Level. Those
educat ors hol di ng adm ni strative endorsenent and having net the
departnment's qualifications to be eligible for enploynent in a
M ssi ssi ppi school district. Admnistrator license - entry | evel

shall be issued for a five-year period and shall be nonrenewabl e.
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(c) Standard Adm nistrator License - Career Level. An
adm ni strator who has net all the requirenents of the departnent
for standard adm nistrator |icensure.

(d) Admnistrator License - Nontraditional Route. The
board may establish a nontraditional route for |icensing
adm ni strative personnel. Such nontraditional route for
adm nistrative licensure shall be available for persons hol ding,
but not limted to, a nmaster of business adm nistration degree, a
master of public adm nistration degree, a naster of public
pl anni ng and policy degree or a doctor of jurisprudence degree
froman accredited college or university, with five (5) years of
adm ni strative or supervisory experience. Successful conpletion
of the requirenents of alternate route licensure for
adm nistrators shall qualify the person for a standard
adm ni strator |icense.

The State Departnent of Education shall conpile and report,
in consultation with the conm ssion, information relating to
nontradi ti onal adm nistrator preparation internship prograns,

i ncl udi ng the nunber of prograns avail abl e and geographic areas in
whi ch they are avail able, the nunber of individuals who apply for
and possess a nontraditional conditional |icense and where they
are enpl oyed, and shall submt its findings and reconmendations to
the legislative conmmttees on education by Decenber 1, 2004.

Beginning wth the 1997-1998 school year, individuals seeking
school adm nistrator |icensure under paragraph (b), (c) or (d)
shal | successfully conplete a training programand an assessnent
process prescribed by the State Board of Education. Applicants
seeki ng school adm nistrator |icensure prior to June 30, 1997, and
conpleting all requirenents for provisional or standard
adm ni strator certification and who have never practiced, shall be
exenpt fromtaking the M ssissippi Assessnent Battery Phase |.
Appl i cants seeking school adm nistrator |icensure during the
period beginning July 1, 1997, through June 30, 1998, shal
participate in the M ssissippi Assessnent Battery, and upon
request of the applicant, the departnent shall reinburse the
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applicant for the cost of the assessnent process required. After
June 30, 1998, all applicants for school adm nistrator |icensure
shall neet all requirenents prescribed by the departnent under
paragraph (b), (c) or (d), and the cost of the assessnent process
requi red shall be paid by the applicant.

(8 Reciprocity. (a) The departnent shall grant a standard
|l icense to any individual who possesses a valid standard |icense

from anot her state and who neets the federal definition of highly

qual i fi ed.

(b) The departnent shall grant a nonrenewabl e speci al
license to any individual who possesses a credential which is |ess
than a standard license or certification fromanother state * * *.
Such special license shall be valid for the current school year
pl us one (1) additional school year to expire on June 30 of the
second year, not to exceed a total period of twenty-four (24)
nmont hs, during which tinme the applicant shall be required to
conplete the requirenments for a standard |license in M ssissippi.

(9) Renewal and Reinstatenent of Licenses. The State Board
of Education is authorized to establish rules and regul ations for
the renewal and reinstatenment of educator and adm ni strator
|icenses. Effective May 15, 1997, the valid standard |license held
by an educator shall be extended five (5) years beyond the
expiration date of the license in order to afford the educator
adequate tinme to fulfill new renewal requirenments established
pursuant to this subsection. An educator conpleting a naster of
education, educational specialist or doctor of education degree in
May 1997 for the purpose of upgrading the educator's license to a
hi gher class shall be given this extension of five (5) years plus
five (5) additional years for conpletion of a higher degree.

(10) Al controversies involving the issuance, revocation,
suspensi on or any change whatsoever in the |icensure of an
educator required to hold a license shall be initially heard in a
hearing de novo, by the comm ssion or by a subcommttee
establ i shed by the comm ssion and conposed of comm ssion nenbers
for the purpose of holding hearings. Any conplaint seeking the
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deni al of issuance, revocation or suspension of a |license shall be
by sworn affidavit filed with the Comm ssion of Teacher and
Adm ni strator Education, Certification and Licensure and
Devel opnment. The deci sion thereon by the comm ssion or its
subcomm ttee shall be final, unless the aggrieved party shal
appeal to the State Board of Education, within ten (10) days, of
the decision of the commttee or its subcommttee. An appeal to
the State Board of Education shall be on the record previously
made before the comm ssion or its subcommttee unl ess otherw se
provi ded by rules and regul ati ons adopted by the board. The State
Board of Education in its authority may reverse, or remand with
instructions, the decision of the conmttee or its subcommttee.
The decision of the State Board of Education shall be final.

(11) The State Board of Education, acting through the
conmm ssion, may deny an application for any teacher or
adm nistrator |icense for one or nore of the follow ng:

(a) Lack of qualifications which are prescribed by | aw
or reqgul ations adopted by the State Board of Educati on;

(b) The applicant has a physical, enotional or nental
disability that renders the applicant unfit to performthe duties
authorized by the license, as certified by a |icensed psychol ogi st
or psychiatrist;

(c) The applicant is actively addicted to or actively
dependent on al cohol or other habit-formng drugs or is a habitual
user of narcotics, barbiturates, anphetam nes, hall uci nogens or
ot her drugs having simlar effect, at the time of application for
a license;

(d) Revocation of an applicant's certificate or |icense
by anot her state;

(e) Fraud or deceit commtted by the applicant in
securing or attenpting to secure such certification and |icense;

(f) Failing or refusing to furnish reasonabl e evi dence

of identification;
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(g) The applicant has been convicted, has pled guilty
or entered a plea of nolo contendere to a felony, as defined by
federal or state |aw, or

(h) The applicant has been convicted, has pled guilty
or entered a plea of nolo contendere to a sex offense as defined
by federal or state |aw

(12) The State Board of Education, acting on the
recommendati on of the comm ssion, may revoke or suspend any
teacher or adm nistrator license for specified periods of time for
one or nore of the follow ng:

(a) Breach of contract or abandonnent of enploynent may
result in the suspension of the license for one (1) school year as
provided in Section 37-9-57;

(b) Obtaining a license by fraudul ent nmeans shal
result in imedi ate suspensi on and conti nued suspension for one
(1) year after correction is nmade;

(c) Suspension or revocation of a certificate or
| i cense by another state shall result in inmmediate suspension or
revocation and shall continue until records in the prior state
have been cl eared,;

(d) The license hol der has been convicted, has pled
guilty or entered a plea of nolo contendere to a felony, as
defined by federal or state |aw,

(e) The license hol der has been convicted, has pled
guilty or entered a plea of nolo contendere to a sex offense, as
defined by federal or state |aw, or

(f) The license holder knowingly and willfully
commtting any of the acts affecting validity of mandatory uniform
test results as provided in Section 37-16-4(1).

(13) (a) D smssal or suspension of a |icensed enpl oyee by
a local school board pursuant to Section 37-9-59 may result in the
suspension or revocation of a license for a length of tinme which
shall be determ ned by the comm ssion and based upon the severity

of the offense.
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(b) Any offense conmtted or attenpted in any other
state shall result in the sane penalty as if conmtted or
attenpted in this state.

(c) A person may voluntarily surrender a license. The
surrender of such license may result in the comm ssion
reconmendi ng any of the above penalties without the necessity of a
hearing. However, any such |license which has voluntarily been
surrendered by a |licensed enployee may only be reinstated by a
majority vote of all nenbers of the comm ssion present at the
neeting called for such purpose.

(14) A person whose |license has been suspended on any
grounds except crimnal grounds may petition for reinstatenent of
the license after one (1) year fromthe date of suspension, or
after one-half (1/2) of the suspended tinme has | apsed, whichever
is greater. A license suspended or revoked on the crim nal
grounds may be reinstated upon petition to the comm ssion filed
after expiration of the sentence and parole or probationary period
i nposed upon conviction. A revoked, suspended or surrendered
| icense may be reinstated upon satisfactory show ng of evidence of
rehabilitation. The comm ssion shall require all who petition for
reinstatenent to furnish evidence satisfactory to the comm ssion
of good character, good nental, enotional and physical health and
such ot her evidence as the comm ssion nmay deem necessary to
establish the petitioner's rehabilitation and fitness to perform
the duties authorized by the |icense.

(15) Reporting procedures and hearing procedures for dealing
with infractions under this section shall be pronul gated by the
comm ssion, subject to the approval of the State Board of
Education. The revocation or suspension of a license shall be
effected at the tine indicated on the notice of suspension or
revocation. The conmm ssion shall imediately notify the
superi ntendent of the school district or school board where the
teacher or adm nistrator is enployed of any disciplinary action
and also notify the teacher or adm nistrator of such revocation or
suspension and shall maintain records of action taken. The State
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Board of Education may reverse or remand with instructions any
deci sion of the comm ssion regarding a petition for reinstatenent
of a license, and any such decision of the State Board of
Education shall be final

(16) An appeal fromthe action of the State Board of
Education in denying an application, revoking or suspending a
| i cense or otherw se disciplining any person under the provisions
of this section shall be filed in the Chancery Court of the First
Judicial District of H nds County on the record nade, including a
verbatimtranscript of the testinony at the hearing. The appeal
shall be filed within thirty (30) days after notification of the
action of the board is mailed or served and the proceedings in
chancery court shall be conducted as other matters com ng before
the court. The appeal shall be perfected upon filing notice of
t he appeal and by the prepaynent of all costs, including the cost
of preparation of the record of the proceedings by the State Board
of Education, and the filing of a bond in the sumof Two Hundred
Dol I ars ($200.00) conditioned that if the action of the board be
affirmed by the chancery court, the applicant or |icense hol der
shal |l pay the costs of the appeal and the action of the chancery
court.

(17) Al such prograns, rules, regul ations, standards and
criteria recommended or authorized by the comm ssion shall becone
effective upon approval by the State Board of Education as
desi gnated by appropriate orders entered upon the m nutes thereof.

(18) The granting of a license shall not be deened a
property right nor a guarantee of enploynent in any public school
district. Alicense is a privilege indicating mnimal eligibility
for teaching in the public schools of Mssissippi. This section
shall in no way alter or abridge the authority of |ocal school
districts to require greater qualifications or standards of
performance as a prerequisite of initial or continued enpl oynent
in such districts.

(19) In addition to the reasons specified in subsections
(12) and (13) of this section, the board shall be authorized to
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suspend the |icense of any |icensee for being out of conpliance
with an order for support, as defined in Section 93-11-153. The
procedure for suspension of a license for being out of conpliance
wi th an order for support, and the procedure for the rei ssuance or
reinstatenment of a |icense suspended for that purpose, and the
paynment of any fees for the reissuance or reinstatenent of a
| i cense suspended for that purpose, shall be governed by Section
93-11-157 or 93-11-163, as the case may be. Actions taken by the
board in suspending a |icense when required by Section 93-11-157
or 93-11-163 are not actions fromwhich an appeal may be taken
under this section. Any appeal of a |icense suspension that is
requi red by Section 93-11-157 or 93-11-163 shall be taken in
accordance with the appeal procedure specified in Section
93-11-157 or 93-11-163, as the case may be, rather than the
procedure specified in this section. |If there is any conflict
bet ween any provision of Section 93-11-157 or 93-11-163 and any
provi sion of this chapter, the provisions of Section 93-11-157 or
93-11-163, as the case may be, shall control.

SECTI ON 4. Section 37-3-81, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-3-81. The Departnent of Education, using only existing

staff and resources, shall work in coordination with the state's

educati on service agencies, as defined in Section 37-7-345, to

establish and maintain a School Safety Center, which shall operate
a statewi de information clearinghouse that: (a) provides
assistance to school districts and communities during school
crises; and (b) provides technical assistance, training and
current resources to public school officials and parents who need
assi stance in researching, devel opi ng and inpl enenting school
safety plans and in maintaining a safe school environnent.
However, no nonies fromthe Tenporary Assistance for Needy
Fam lies grant nay be used for the School Safety Center.

SECTION 5. Section 37-11-53, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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37-11-53. (1) A copy of the school district's discipline
pl an shall be distributed to each student enrolled in the
district, and the parents, guardi an or custodi an of such student
shall sign a statement verifying that they have been given notice
of the discipline policies of their respective school district.
The school board shall have its official discipline plan and code
of student conduct legally audited on an annual basis to insure
that its policies and procedures are currently in conpliance with
applicable statutes, case |aw and state and federal constitutional
provisions. As part of the first legal audit occurring after July
1, 2001, the provisions of this section, Section 37-11-55 and
Section 37-11-18.1 shall be fully incorporated into the school
district's discipline plan and code of student conduct.

(2) Al discipline plans of school districts shall include,
but not be limted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) A parent, guardian or custodian of a
conpul sory-school -age child enrolled in a public school district
shall be responsible financially for his or her mnor child's
destructive acts agai nst school property or persons;

(b) A parent, guardian or custodian of a
conpul sory-school -age child enrolled in a public school district
may be requested to appear at school by the school attendance
of ficer or an appropriate school official for a conference
regarding acts of the child specified in paragraph (a) of this
subsection, or for any other discipline conference regarding the
acts of the child,;

(c) Any parent, guardian or custodian of a
conpul sory-school -age child enrolled in a school district who
refuses or willfully fails to attend such discipline conference
specified in paragraph (b) of this section may be sumoned by
proper notification by the superintendent of schools or the school
attendance officer and be required to attend such discipline
conference; and

(d) A parent, guardian or custodian of a
conpul sory-school -age child enrolled in a public school district
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shal |l be responsible for any crimnal fines brought agai nst such
student for unlawful activity occurring on school grounds or
buses.
(3) Any parent, guardian or custodian of a
conpul sory-school -age child who * * * fails to attend a discipline

conference within three (3) school days of official school

notification defined for the purposes of this section as verbal,

person-to-person conmuni cati on except in such cases where the

parent, guardi an or custodi an presents docunentation of illness or

wor k-rel ated conflicts, the school district shall, in conjunction

with the parent, guardi an or custodi an, establish an alternative

di sci pline conference date, to which such parent, guardian or

cust odi an has been summoned under the provisions of this section,

or who refuses or willfully fails to performany other duties

i nposed upon himor her under the provisions of this section,

shal | be guilty of a m sdenmeanor and, upon conviction, shall be:
(a) Fined an amount not to exceed Two Hundred Fifty

Dol I ars ($250.00); and/or

(b) Performeducation related community service of up

to twenty-five (25) hours to be conducted outside the hours of

enpl oynent .

(4) Any public school district shall be entitled to recover
damages in an anount not to exceed Twenty Thousand Dol |l ars
(%20, 000.00), plus necessary court costs, fromthe parents of any
m nor under the age of eighteen (18) years and over the age of six
(6) years, who maliciously and wllfully danages or destroys
property belonging to such school district. However, this section
shall not apply to parents whose parental control of such child
has been renoved by court order or decree. The action authorized
in this section shall be in addition to all other actions which
the school district is entitled to maintain and nothing in this
section shall preclude recovery in a greater anmount fromthe m nor
or froma person, including the parents, for danages to which such

m nor or other person would otherw se be |iable.
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(5) A school district's discipline plan may provi de that as
an alternative to suspension, a student may remain in school by
havi ng the parent, guardian or custodian, with the consent of the
student's teacher or teachers, attend class wth the student for a
period of time specifically agreed upon by the reporting teacher
and school principal. * * *

SECTION 6. Section 37-3-4, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

37-3-4. (1) There is established within the State
Depart ment of Education, the School Executive Managenent
Institute. The director shall be appointed by the State Board of
Educati on upon recomendati on by the State Superintendent of
Publ ic Education. The State Superintendent of Public Education,
with the approval of the State Board of Education, shall assign
sufficient staff nenbers fromthe State Departnent of Education to
the institute.

(2) It shall be the purpose and duty of the institute to
conduct thorough enpirical studies and anal yses of the school
managenment needs of the |ocal school districts throughout the
state, to nake recomendations to the State Board of Education
regardi ng standards and prograns of training that aid in the
devel opment of adm nistrative and managenent skills of |ocal
school adm nistrators, and to conduct such prograns related to
t hese purposes as they are inplenented under guidelines
established by the State Board of Educati on.

(3) The State Board of Education shall devel op and i npl enent
t hrough the School Executive Managenent Institute a programfor
t he devel opnent of adm nistrative and nmanagenent skills of | ocal
school adm nistrators under which all |ocal school adm nistrators
shall be required to participate. Subject to the extent of
appropriations available for such purpose, the School Executive
Managenent Institute or the M ssissippi School Boards Associ ation
shall be required to offer courses at |east twice a year on the
uses of technology to principals, superintendents and ot her
adm ni strative personnel. These courses shall relate to the
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application of technology to learning, as well as admnistrative
pr obl ens.

(4) (a) The institute shall have an advi sory board conposed
of ten (10) qualified nmenbers appointed by the State Board of
Education after consultation with the State Superintendent of
Publ ic Education. This advisory board will offer reconmendations
to the institute on the types of training to be instituted and
supported. The nenbership of the advisory board shall be conposed
of the follow ng nenbers, two (2) to be appointed from each
congressional district: three (3) school admnistrators; one (1)
representative of public community/junior colleges within the
state; one (1) representative of a school of education in an
institution of higher learning within the state; two (2) | ocal
school board nenbers; one (1) classroomteacher; and two (2) |ay
persons. In nmaking the initial appointnents, three (3) nenbers
shal |l be appointed for a termof one (1) year, three (3) nenbers
shall be appointed for a termof two (2) years, two (2) nenbers
shal |l be appointed for a termof three (3) years, and two (2)
menbers shall be appointed for a termof four (4) years.
Thereafter, all nenbers shall be appointed for a termof four (4)
years. The advisory board shall neet when called by the director,
but in no event fewer than three (3) tinmes per year. The nenbers
of the advisory board shall be conpensated at the per diemrate
aut hori zed by Section 25-3-69 and rei nbursed for actual and
necessary expenses as authorized by Section 25-3-41.

(b) Board nenbers of the Oxford-Lafayette Business and
I ndustrial Conplex shall be paid per diemand rei nbursed for
expenses and mleage fromlocal funds in accordance with Section
37-6-13.

(5 (a) Basic Education Course. Subject to the extent of
appropriations available for such purpose, the School Executive
Managenment Institute of the State Departnent of Education shal
prepare and conduct a course of training for basic education for
t he | ocal school board nenbers of this state, in order for board
menbers to carry out their duties nore effectively and be exposed
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to new i deas invol ving school restructuring. The basic course
shall be known as the "School Board Menber Training Course" and
shall consist of at |east twelve (12) hours of training. The
School Executive Managenent Institute shall issue certificates of
conpletion to those school board nenbers who conplete the basic
educati on course.

(b) Continuing Education Course. The M ssissipp
School Boards Association shall be responsible for preparing and
conducting a course of training for continuing education for the
| ocal school board nenbers of this state, in order for board
menbers to carry out their duties nore effectively and be exposed
to new i deas involving school restructuring. The continuing
education course shall be known as the "Continuing Education
Course for School Board Menmbers" and shall consist of at |east six
(6) hours of training.

The M ssi ssi ppi School Boards Associ ation shall issue
certificates of conpletion to those school board nenbers who
conpl ete the continuing education course. All costs and expenses
for preparing and conducting the continuing education course
provided for in this paragraph shall be paid out of any funds
whi ch are made avail able to the M ssissippi School Boards
Associ ati on upon authorization and appropriation by the
Legislature to the State Departnent of Education.

(6) The M ssissippi School Boards Association shall prepare
and submt a report each year to the State Board of Education and
to the respective Chairs of the House and Senate Educati on
Comm ttees describing the activities and providing an eval uation
of the continuing education prograns offered by the association
each year.

(7) The School Executive Managenent Institute of the State
Departnent of Education, or the M ssissippi School Boards
Association with the oversight of the State Board of Education, at
| east twice a year, shall prepare and conduct required courses of
training for continuing education for the elenentary and secondary
school principals of this state, in order for principals to carry
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out their duties nore effectively and be exposed to new i deas

i nvol vi ng school managenent. The continui ng educati on course
shall be known as the "Continuing Education Course for Principals"”
and shall consist of at |least six (6) hours of training. The
content of the continuing education courses and the tinme and pl ace
such courses are to be conducted shall be determ ned by the School
Executive Managenent Institute or the M ssissippi School Boards
Associ ation; however, to the extent practicable, such training
sessions shall be held within geographical proximty of |ocal
districts in order that travel times and costs shall not be

prohi bitive.

The institute shall issue certificates of conpletion to those
princi pals who conpl ete such courses. All costs and expenses for
preparing and conducting the basic and conti nui ng education
courses provided for in this subsection shall be paid out of any
funds which are nmade available to the institute upon authorization
and appropriation by the Legislature.

(8) The State Board of Education is directed to establish

standards and guidelines that are acceptable alternatives to the

provi sions of this section for required continuing education for

Level 4 and 5 school s.

SECTION 7. Section 37-3-46, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-3-46. Fromand after July 1, 1983, the State Departnent
of Education shall:

(a) Provide to local school districts financial
training and other assistance to inplenment and maintain a state
program of educational accountability and assessnent of
per f or mance.

(b) Provide to local school districts technica
assistance and training in the devel opnent, inplenentation and
adm ni stration of a personnel appraisal and conpensation system
for all school enployees. The State Board of Education shal

report to the Legislature on January 5, 1986, with reconmendati ons
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based upon the personnel appraisal and conpensation system
devel oped under this subsection.

(c) Provide to local school districts technica
assi stance in the devel opnent, inplenentation and adm nistration
of prograns designed to keep children in school voluntarily and to
prevent dropouts.

(d) Districts neeting the exenption criterion, as

defined in Section 37-17-11, are exenpted fromthe provisions of

this section.

SECTION 8. Section 37-7-337, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

37-7-337. The governing authorities of the county, counties
or city in which a school district is |ocated and the school board
of each school district shall develop a five-year plan to
encourage community involvenent with the schools in such
district. * * *

SECTION 9. Section 37-13-61, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-13-61. The local school board shall have the power and

authority to fix the date for the opening and cl osing of the

school term subject to the full one hundred eighty (180) days

required for a school termof a scholastic year in Section

37-13-63. * * * Provided, however, that |ocal school boards are
aut hori zed to keep school in session in excess of the m ni num

nunber of days prescribed in Section 37-13-63.

SECTI ON 10. Section 37-13-67, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-13-67. * * * The nunber of hours of actual teaching which
shall constitute a school day shall be determ ned and fixed by the
board of trustees of the school district at not |less than five (5)
hours * * *.

SECTION 11. Section 37-13-69, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-13-69. (1) Al public schools of this state may observe

such | egal holidays as may be designated by the | ocal school
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board, and no sessions of school shall be held on holidays so

desi gnat ed and observed. However, all schools shall operate for
the full mnimumtermrequired by | aw excl usive of the holidays
aut horized by this section. The holidays thus observed shall not
be deducted fromthe reports of the superintendents, principals
and teachers, and such superintendents, principals and teachers
shall be allowed pay for full tine as though they had taught on
said holidays. However, such holidays shall not be counted or
included in any way in determning the average daily attendance of
t he school .

SECTI ON 12. Section 37-15-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-15-9. (1) (a) Except as provided in subsection (2) and
subject to the provisions of subsection (3) of this section, no
child shall be enrolled or admtted to any kindergarten which is a
part of the free public school system during any school year
unl ess such child will reach his fifth birthday on or before
Septenber 1 of said school year, and no child shall be enrolled or
admtted to the first grade in any school which is a part of the
free public school system during any school year unless such child
will reach his sixth birthday on or before Septenber 1 of said
school year. No pupil shall be permanently enrolled in a school
in the State of M ssissippi who fornmerly was enrolled in another
public or private school within the state until the cumul ative
record of the pupil shall have been received fromthe school from
whi ch he transferred. Should such record have becone | ost or
destroyed, then it shall be the duty of the superintendent or
princi pal of the school where the pupil |ast attended school to
initiate a new record.

(b) The State Board of Education shall recomrend by

Decenber 1, 2005, to the State Legislature a policy designed to

allow the state's academ cally capabl e students to be exenpted

fromthis process standard including any fees or costs for tests

or assessnents; however, no child shall be denied early adm ssion
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because the child cannot afford the cost of the test or

assessnents.

(2) Subject to the provisions of subsection (3) of this
section, any child who transfers froman out-of-state public or
private school in which that state's | aw provides for a
first-grade or kindergarten enroll nment date subsequent to
Septenber 1, shall be allowed to enroll in the public schools of
M ssi ssippi, at the sane grade |level as their prior out-of-state
enrol lment, if:

(a) The parent, l|egal guardian or custodi an of such
child was a legal resident of the state fromwhich the child is
transferring;

(b) The out-of-state school fromwhich the child is
transferring is duly accredited by that state's appropriate
accrediting authority;

(c) Such child was legally enrolled in a public or
private school for a m ninumof four (4) weeks in the previous
state; and

(d) The superintendent of schools in the applicable
M ssi ssi ppi school district has determ ned that the child was
maki ng satisfactory educational progress in the previous state.

(3) When any child applies for adm ssion or enrollnment in
any public school in the state, the parent, guardian or child, in
t he absence of an acconpanyi ng parent or guardi an, shall indicate
on the school registration formif the enrolling child has been
expell ed fromany public or private school or is currently a party
to an expul sion proceeding. If it is determined fromthe child's
cunul ative record or application for adm ssion or enroll nment that
the child has been expelled, the school district may deny the
student adm ssion and enrollnment until the superintendent of the
school, or his designee, has reviewed the child s cunul ative
record and determined that the child has participated in
successful rehabilitative efforts including, but not limted to,
progress in an alternative school or simlar program |If the
child is a party to an expul sion proceeding, the child nay be
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admtted to a public school pending final disposition of the
expul si on proceeding. |f the expul sion proceeding results in the
expul sion of the child, the public school may revoke such
adm ssion to school. If the child was expelled or is a party to
an expul sion proceeding for an act involving violence, weapons,
al cohol, illegal drugs or other activity that may result in
expul sion, the school district shall not be required to grant
adm ssion or enrollnment to the child before one (1) cal endar year
after the date of the expulsion.

SECTI ON 13. Section 37-17-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-17-11. (1) The State Departnent of Education is directed

to provide a report of all exenpted process standards and

nonexenpt ed process standards to the Ofice of the Governor, the

Chairs of the House and Senate Education Commttees, and the

M ssi ssi ppi Associ ati on of Local Superintendents by Decenber 1,

2005.

(2) The State Board of Education, acting through the

Comm ssi on on School Accreditation, shall no later than July 1,

2006, establish policies and procedures relating to the exenption

status of school districts and/or schools, the tine frane for

reeval uati on of exenption statuses, and other appropriate rel ated

gui del i nes.

SECTI ON 14. Section 37-21-7, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-21-7. (1) This section shall be referred to as the
"M ssissippi Elenmentary Schools Assistant Teacher Program" the
pur pose of which shall be to provide an early chil dhood educati on
programthat assists in the instruction of basic skills. The
State Board of Education is authorized, enpowered and directed to
i npl ement a statew de system of assistant teachers in kindergarten
classes and in the first, second and third grades. The assi stant
teacher shall assist pupils in actual instruction under the strict

supervision of a |icensed teacher.
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(2) (a) Except as otherw se authorized under subsection
(7), each school district shall enploy the total nunber of
assi stant teachers funded under subsection (6) of this section.
The superintendent of each district shall assign the assistant
teachers to the kindergarten, first-, second- and third-grade
classes in the district in a manner that will pronote the maxi num
efficiency, as determ ned by the superintendent, in the
instruction of skills such as verbal and linguistic skills,
| ogi cal and nat hematical skills, and social skills.

(b) If alicensed teacher to whom an assi stant teacher
has been assigned is required to be absent fromthe classroom the
assi stant teacher may assune responsibility for the classroomin
lieu of a substitute teacher. However, no assistant teacher shal
assune sole responsibility of the classroomfor nore than three
(3) consecutive school days. Further, in no event shall any
assi stant teacher be assigned to serve as a substitute teacher for
any teacher other than the licensed teacher to whomthat assistant
t eacher has been assigned.

(3) Assistant teachers shall have, at a mninmum a high
school diploma or a GED equival ent, and shall show denonstratabl e
proficiency in reading and witing skills. The State Departnent
of Education shall develop a testing procedure for assistant
teacher applicants to be used in all school districts in the
state.

(4) (a) 1In order to receive funding, each school district
shal | :

(1) Submt a plan on the inplenmentation of a
readi ng i nprovenent programto the State Departnent of Education;
and

(ii) Develop a plan of educational accountability
and assessnent of performance, including pretests and posttests,
for reading in G ades 1 through 6.

(b) Additionally, each school district shall

(i) Provide annually a mandatory preservice
orientation session, using an existing in-school service day, for

S. B. 2504
PACE 36



1335
1336
1337
1338
1339
1340
1341
1342
1343
1344
1345
1346
1347
1348
1349
1350
1351
1352
1353
1354
1355
1356
1357
1358
1359
1360
1361
1362
1363
1364
1365
1366
1367
1368

adm ni strators and teachers on the effective use of assistant
teachers as part of a teamin the classroomsetting and on the
role of assistant teachers, with enphasis on program goals;

(i1i1) Hold periodic workshops for adm nistrators
and teachers on the effective use and supervision of assistant
t eachers;

(tii1) Provide training annually on specific
instructional skills for assistant teachers;

(tv) Annually evaluate their programin accordance
with their educational accountability and assessnent of
performance pl an; and

(v) Designate the necessary personnel to supervise
and report on their program

(c) Level 4 and 5 schools shall be exenpt fromthe

provi sions of Section 37-21-7(4)(b)(i), (ii), (iii) and (v).

(5) The State Departnent of Education shall

(a) Develop and assist in the inplenentation of a
statew de uniformtraining nodule, subject to the availability of
funds specifically appropriated therefor by the Legislature, which
shall be used in all school districts for training adm nistrators,
teachers and assistant teachers. The nodule shall provide for the
consol idated training of each assistant teacher and teacher to
whom t he assi stant teacher is assigned, working together as a
team and shall require further periodical training for
adm ni strators, teachers and assistant teachers regarding the role
of assistant teachers;

(b) Annually evaluate the programon the district and
state level. Subject to the availability of funds specifically
appropriated therefor by the Legislature, the departnent shal
develop: (i) uniformevaluation reports, to be perfornmed by the
principal or assistant principal, to collect data for the annual
overal | program eval uation conducted by the departnent; or (ii) a
program eval uati on nodel that, at a m ninum addresses process

eval uation; and
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(c) Promulgate rules, regulations and such ot her
st andards deened necessary to effectuate the purposes of this
section. Nonconpliance with the provisions of this section and
any rules, regulations or standards adopted by the departnment nmay
result in a violation of conpul sory accreditation standards as
established by the State Board of Education and Conm ssion on
School Accreditation.

(d) Level 4 and 5 schools shall be exenpt fromthe

provi sions of Section 37-21-7(5).

(6) In addition to other funds allotted under the * * *
Adequat e Education Program each school district shall be allotted
sufficient funding for the purpose of enploying assistant
teachers. No assistant teacher shall be paid |l ess than the anount
he or she received in the prior school year. No school district
shal |l receive any funds under this section for any school year
during which the aggregate anount of the local contribution to the
sal aries of assistant teachers by the district shall have been
reduced bel ow such anount for the previous year.

For the 2001-2002 school year, the m ninmumsalary for
assi stant teachers shall be N ne Thousand Three Hundred Sixty-five
Dol | ars ($9, 365. 00).

For the 2002-2003 school year, the m ninmumsalary for
assi stant teachers shall be N ne Thousand N ne Hundred Dol | ars
($9, 900. 00) .

For the 2003-2004 school year, the m ninmum salary for
assi stant teachers shall be Ten Thousand Five Hundred Dol |l ars
($10, 500. 00) .

For the 2004-2005 school year, the m ninmumsalary for
assi stant teachers shall be El even Thousand Two Hundred Dol | ars
($11, 200. 00) .

For the 2005-2006 school year and school years thereafter,
the m ninum salary for assistant teachers shall be Twel ve Thousand
Dol I ars ($12, 000. 00).

In addition, for each one percent (1% that the Sine D e
General Fund Revenue Estimate Growth exceeds five percent (5% in
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fiscal year 2003, 2004, 2005 or 2006, as certified by the
Legi sl ative Budget Ofice to the State Board of Education and
subject to the specific appropriation therefor by the Legislature,
the State Board of Education shall revise the salary scale in the
appropriate year to provide an additional one percent (1% across
the board increase in the base salaries for assistant teachers.
The State Board of Education shall revise the salaries prescribed
above for assistant teachers to conformto any adjustnents made in
prior fiscal years due to revenue grow h over and above five
percent (5% . The assistant teachers shall not be restricted to
working only in the grades for which the funds were allotted, but
may be assigned to other classes as provided in subsection (2)(a)
of this section.

(7) (a) As an alternative to enploying assistant teachers,
any school district may use the allotnent provided under
subsection (6) of this section for the purpose of enploying
| i censed teachers for kindergarten, first-, second- and
third-grade cl asses; however, no school district shall be
authorized to use the allotnment for assistant teachers for the
pur pose of enploying |licensed teachers unless the district has
establi shed that the enploynent of |icensed teachers using such
funds will reduce the teacher:student ratio in the kindergarten,
first-, second- and third-grade classes. Al state funds for
assi stant teachers shall be applied to reducing teacher: student
ratio in G ades K-3.

It is the intent of the Legislature that no school district
shal | dism ss any assistant teacher for the purpose of using the
assi stant teacher allotnent to enploy |licensed teachers. School
districts may rely only upon normal attrition to reduce the nunber
of assistant teachers enployed in that district.

(b) In the event any school district neets Level 4 or 5
accreditation requirenents, the State Board of Education, inits
di scretion, may exenpt such school district fromany accreditation
requirenments for the district's early chil dhood educati on program
or reading inprovenment program
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SECTI ON 15. Section 37-41-53, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-41-53. (1) Each school board, person, firmor
corporation transporting public school children on the public
roads, streets and hi ghways of the state with notor vehicles shal
have sai d notor vehicles inspected according to the |aws of the
state * * *_,  Each notor vehicle shall be inspected by a conpetent
mechanic to be safe for transporting pupils on the roads, streets
and hi ghways of the state before it is released for such purpose.
I f such notor vehicle is found to be unsafe for transporting
pupils, then it shall be properly repaired or adjusted as
necessary before being used to transport pupils. The provisions

of this subsection (1) shall not apply to vehicles owned by

i ndi vidual s and under private contract to the school district and
used exclusively for transporting nenbers of their inmedi ate
famlies.

(2) The State Department of Education may, at its
di scretion, inspect any school bus used for transporting pupils to
and fromthe public schools or for activity purposes to determ ne
the safety of such notor vehicle for operation on the roads,
streets and highways of this state. In the event a vehicle is
i nspected and is found to be unsafe for transporting pupils, a
report shall be filed with the appropriate school official
indicating its deficiencies wth recormmendations for correcting
such deficienci es.

(3) If it is determined that any buses are in such defective
condition as to constitute an energency safety hazard, those buses
may be condemmed and renoved from service and shall not be
returned to service until adequate repairs are conpleted and such
buses are reinspected by the State Departnent of Education. Any
school official who approves the operation of any school bus that
has been renoved from service under the conditions |isted above,
prior to being reinspected by the State Departnment of Educati on,
shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor and upon conviction shall be
puni shed by inprisonnment in the county jail for a period not to
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exceed sixty (60) days, or a fine of not |ess than Five Hundred
Dol I ars ($500. 00) nor nore than One Thousand Dol lars ($1, 000.00),
or by both such fine and inprisonnent, in the discretion of the
court.

SECTI ON 16. Section 37-7-301, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

37-7-301. The school boards of all school districts shal
have the foll ow ng powers, authority and duties in addition to al
others inposed or granted by law, to wit:

(a) To organi ze and operate the schools of the district
and to nmake such division between the high school grades and
el enentary grades as, in their judgnent, will serve the best
interests of the school;

(b) To introduce public school nmusic, art, mnual
training and other special subjects into either the elenentary or
hi gh school grades, as the board shall deem proper;

(c) To be the custodians of real and personal school
property and to nanage, control and care for sane, both during the
school term and during vacati on;

(d) To have responsibility for the erection, repairing
and equi ppi ng of school facilities and the maki ng of necessary
school i nprovenents;

(e) To suspend or to expel a pupil or to change the
pl acenment of a pupil to the school district's alternative school
or hone-bound program for m sconduct in the school or on school
property, as defined in Section 37-11-29, on the road to and from
school, or at any school-related activity or event, or for conduct
occurring on property other than school property or other than at
a school -related activity or event when such conduct by a pupil,
in the determ nation of the school superintendent or principal,
renders that pupil's presence in the classrooma disruption to the
educational environnent of the school or a detrinment to the best
interest and welfare of the pupils and teacher of such class as a
whol e, and to del egate such authority to the appropriate officials
of the school district;
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(f) To visit schools in the district, in their
discretion, in a body for the purpose of determ ning what can be
done for the inprovenment of the school in a general way;

(g) To support, within reasonable limts, the
superintendent, principal and teachers where necessary for the
proper discipline of the school;

(h) To exclude fromthe schools students wth what
appears to be infectious or contagious di seases; provided,
however, such student may be allowed to return to school upon
presenting a certificate froma public health officer, duly
| i censed physician or nurse practitioner that the student is free
from such di sease;

(1) To require those vaccinations specified by the
State Health O ficer as provided in Section 41-23-37, M ssissipp
Code of 1972,

(j) To see that all necessary utilities and services
are provided in the schools at all tinmes when sane are needed,

(k) To authorize the use of the school buildings and
grounds for the holding of public neetings and gatherings of the
peopl e under such regul ations as may be prescribed by said board;

(I') To prescribe and enforce rules and regul ati ons not
inconsistent wwth law or with the regulations of the State Board
of Education for their own governnent and for the governnent of
the schools, and to transact their business at regular and speci al
nmeetings called and held in the manner provided by | aw,

(m To maintain and operate all of the schools under
their control for such length of tine during the year as may be
required;

(n) To enforce in the schools the courses of study and
the use of the textbooks prescribed by the proper authorities;

(o) To nmake orders directed to the superintendent of
school s for the issuance of pay certificates for |awful purposes
on any avail able funds of the district and to have full control of
the receipt, distribution, allotnent and di sbursenent of all funds
provi ded for the support and operation of the schools of such
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school district whether such funds be derived fromstate
appropriations, local ad valoremtax collections, or otherw se;

(p) To select all school district personnel in the
manner provided by law, and to provide for such enpl oyee fringe
benefit prograns, including accident reinbursenent plans, as nmay
be deened necessary and appropriate by the board,;

(q) To provide athletic prograns and ot her school
activities and to regul ate the establishnment and operation of such
prograns and activities;

(r) To join, in their discretion, any association of
school boards and ot her public school -rel ated organi zati ons, and
to pay fromlocal funds other than m ni mum foundation funds, any
nmenber shi p dues;

(s) To expend | ocal school activity funds, or other
avai |l abl e school district funds, other than m ni nrum education
program funds, for the purposes prescribed under this paragraph.
"Activity funds" shall nean all funds received by school officials
in all school districts paid or collected to participate in any
school activity, such activity being part of the school program
and partially financed with public funds or supplenmented by public
funds. The term"activity funds" shall not include any funds
rai sed and/ or expended by any organi zation unless conmngled in a
bank account with existing activity funds, regardl ess of whether
the funds were rai sed by school enployees or received by school
enpl oyees during school hours or using school facilities, and
regardl ess of whether a school enployee exercises influence over
t he expenditure or disposition of such funds. Organizations shal
not be required to make any paynent to any school for the use of
any school facility if, in the discretion of the |ocal school
governi ng board, the organization's function shall be deenmed to be
beneficial to the official or extracurricular prograns of the
school. For the purposes of this provision, the term
"organi zation" shall not include any organization subject to the
control of the local school governing board. Activity funds may
only be expended for any necessary expenses or travel costs,
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i ncl udi ng advances, incurred by students and their chaperons in
attending any in-state or out-of-state school -rel ated prograns,
conventions or sem nars and/or any comuodities, equipnent, travel
expenses, purchased services or school supplies which the | ocal
school governing board, in its discretion, shall deem benefici al
to the official or extracurricular prograns of the district,
including itens which nmay subsequently becone the personal
property of individuals, including yearbooks, athletic apparel,
book covers and trophies. Activity funds nmay be used to pay
travel expenses of school district personnel. The |ocal school
governi ng board shall be authorized and enpowered to pronul gate
rules and regul ations specifically designating for what purposes
school activity funds nmay be expended. The |ocal school governing
board shall provide (i) that such school activity funds shall be
mai nt ai ned and expended by the principal of the school generating
the funds in individual bank accounts, or (ii) that such school
activity funds shall be maintai ned and expended by the
superintendent of schools in a central depository approved by the
board. The | ocal school governing board shall provide that such
school activity funds be audited as part of the annual audit
required in Section 37-9-18. The State Auditor shall prescribe a
uni form system of accounting and financial reporting for al

school activity fund transacti ons;

(t) To contract, on a shared savings, |ease or
| ease- purchase basis, for energy efficiency services and/or
equi pnent as provided for in Section 31-7-14, not to exceed ten
(10) years;

(u) To maintain accounts and issue pay certificates on
school food service bank accounts;

(v) (i) To lease a school building froman individual,
partnership, nonprofit corporation or a private for-profit
corporation for the use of such school district, and to expend
funds therefor as may be avail able from any nonm ni num program
sources. The school board of the school district desiring to
| ease a school building shall declare by resolution that a need
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exists for a school building and that the school district cannot
provi de the necessary funds to pay the cost or its proportionate
share of the cost of a school building required to neet the
present needs. The resolution so adopted by the school board
shal | be published once each week for three (3) consecutive weeks
in a newspaper having a general circulation in the school district
involved, with the first publication thereof to be nade not |ess
than thirty (30) days prior to the date upon which the school
board is to act on the question of leasing a school building. If
no petition requesting an election is filed prior to such neeting
as hereinafter provided, then the school board may, by resolution
spread upon its mnutes, proceed to | ease a school building. If
at any tinme prior to said neeting a petition signed by not |ess
than twenty percent (20% or fifteen hundred (1500), whichever is
| ess, of the qualified electors of the school district involved
shall be filed with the school board requesting that an el ection
be called on the question, then the school board shall, not |ater
than the next regul ar neeting, adopt a resolution calling an

el ection to be held within such school district upon the question
of authorizing the school board to | ease a school building. Such
el ection shall be called and held, and notice thereof shall be
given, in the sane nmanner for elections upon the questions of the
i ssuance of the bonds of school districts, and the results thereof
shall be certified to the school board. |If at least three-fifths
(3/5) of the qualified electors of the school district who voted
in such election shall vote in favor of the |easing of a school
bui |l di ng, then the school board shall proceed to | ease a school
building. The termof the | ease contract shall not exceed twenty
(20) years, and the total cost of such | ease shall be either the
anount of the | owest and best bid accepted by the school board
after advertisenent for bids or an anount not to exceed the
current fair market value of the | ease as determ ned by the
averaging of at least two (2) appraisals by certified general
apprai sers licensed by the State of Mssissippi. The term "school
buil ding" as used in this item(v) shall be construed to nean any
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bui l ding or buildings used for classroom purposes in connection

wi th the operation of schools and shall include the site therefor,
necessary support facilities, and the equi pnment thereof and
appurtenances thereto such as heating facilities, water supply,
sewage di sposal, | andscaping, wal ks, drives and playgrounds. The
term"lease" as used in this item(v)(i) may include a

| ease/ purchase contract;

(i) If two (2) or nore school districts propose
to enter into a |l ease contract jointly, then joint neetings of the
school boards having control may be held but no action taken shal
be bi nding on any such school district unless the question of
| easing a school building is approved in each participating school
district under the procedure herei nabove set forth initem(v)(i).
Al'l of the provisions of item(v)(i) regarding the term and anount
of the | ease contract shall apply to the school boards of school
districts acting jointly. Any |ease contract executed by tw (2)
or nore school districts as joint |essees shall set out the anpunt
of the aggregate |ease rental to be paid by each, which may be
agreed upon, but there shall be no right of occupancy by any
| essee unl ess the aggregate rental is paid as stipulated in the
| ease contract. All rights of joint |essees under the |ease
contract shall be in proportion to the anmount of |ease rental paid
by each;

(w) To enploy all noninstructional and noncertificated
enpl oyees and fix the duties and conpensati on of such personnel
deened necessary pursuant to the recommendation of the
superi nt endent of school s;

(x) To enploy and fix the duties and conpensati on of
such | egal counsel as deened necessary;

(y) Subject to rules and regulations of the State Board
of Education, to purchase, own and operate trucks, vans and ot her
not or vehicles, which shall bear the proper identification

requi red by | aw,
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(z) To expend funds for the paynment of substitute
teachers and to adopt reasonable regul ations for the enpl oynent
and conpensation of such substitute teachers;

(aa) To acquire in its own nanme by purchase all rea
property which shall be necessary and desirable in connection with
the construction, renovation or inprovenent of any public school
buil ding or structure. Wenever the purchase price for such real
property is greater than Fifty Thousand Dol |l ars ($50,000.00), the
school board shall not purchase the property for an anount
exceeding the fair market value of such property as determ ned by
the average of at least two (2) independent appraisals by
certified general appraisers |licensed by the State of M ssi ssippi.
If the board shall be unable to agree with the owner of any such
real property in connection with any such project, the board shal
have the power and authority to acquire any such real property by
condemati on proceedi ngs pursuant to Section 11-27-1 et seq.,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, and for such purpose, the right of

em nent domain is hereby conferred upon and vested in said board.
Provided further, that the |local school board is authorized to
grant an easenent for ingress and egress over sixteenth section

|l and or lieu land in exchange for a simlar easenent upon
adj oi ning | and where the exchange of easenents affords substanti al
benefit to the sixteenth section |and; provided, however, the
exchange nust be based upon val ues as determ ned by a conpetent
appraiser, with any differential in value to be adjusted by cash
paynment. Any easenent rights granted over sixteenth section |and
under such authority shall term nate when the easenent ceases to
be used for its stated purpose. No sixteenth section or lieu |land
which is subject to an existing | ease shall be burdened by any
such easenent except by consent of the | essee or unless the school
district shall acquire the unexpired | easehold interest affected
by the easenent;

(bb) To charge reasonable fees related to the
educati onal prograns of the district, in the manner prescribed in
Section 37-7-335;
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(cc) Subject to rules and regulations of the State
Board of Education, to purchase relocatable classroons for the use
of such school district, in the manner prescribed in Section
37-1-13;

(dd) Enter into contracts or agreenents with other
school districts, political subdivisions or governnental entities
to carry out one or nore of the powers or duties of the school
board, or to allow nore efficient utilization of limted resources
for providing services to the public;

(ee) To provide for in-service training for enpl oyees
of the district. Until June 30, 1994, the school boards may
designate two (2) days of the m ninmum school term as defined in
Section 37-19-1, for enployee in-service training for
i npl ementation of the new statewi de testing system as devel oped by
the State Board of Education. Such designation shall be subject
to approval by the State Board of Education pursuant to uniform
rul es and regul ati ons;

(ff) As part of their duties to prescribe the use of
t ext books, to provide that parents and | egal guardians shall be
responsi bl e for the textbooks and for the conpensation to the
school district for any books which are not returned to the proper
school s upon the withdrawal of their dependent child. If a
textbook is lost or not returned by any student who drops out of
the public school district, the parent or |egal guardian shal
al so conpensate the school district for the fair nmarket val ue of
t he textbooks;

(gg) To conduct fund-raising activities on behalf of
the school district that the |Iocal school board, inits
di scretion, deens appropriate or beneficial to the official or
extracurricular prograns of the district; provided that:

(1) Any proceeds of the fund-raising activities
shall be treated as "activity funds" and shall be accounted for as
are other activity funds under this section; and

(11) Fund-raising activities conducted or
aut hori zed by the board for the sale of school pictures, the
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rental of caps and gowns or the sale of graduation invitations for
whi ch the school board receives a comm ssion, rebate or fee shal
contain a disclosure statenent advising that a portion of the
proceeds of the sales or rentals shall be contributed to the
student activity fund;

(hh) To allow individual |essons for nusic, art and
other curriculumrelated activities for academ c credit or
nonacadem c credit during school hours and using school equipnent
and facilities, subject to uniformrules and regul ati ons adopt ed
by the school board;

(ii1) To charge reasonable fees for participating in an
extracurricular activity for academ c or nonacadem c credit for
necessary and requi red equi pnment such as safety equi pnent, band
i nstrunments and uni f or ns;

(jj) To conduct or participate in any fund-raising
activities on behalf of or in connection with a tax-exenpt
charitabl e organi zation

(kk) To exercise such powers as may be reasonably
necessary to carry out the provisions of this section;

(I'l') To expend funds for the services of nonprofit arts
organi zati ons or other such nonprofit organi zations who provide
performances or other services for the students of the school
district;

(mm To expend federal No Child Left Behind Act funds,
or any other available funds that are expressly designated and
aut hori zed for that use, to pay training, educational expenses,
sal ary incentives and sal ary suppl enents to enpl oyees of | ocal
school districts; except that incentives shall not be considered
part of the | ocal supplenent as defined in Section 37-151-5(0),
nor shall incentives be considered part of the | ocal suppl enent
paid to an individual teacher for the purposes of Section
37-19-7(1). M ssissippi Adequate Education Program funds or any
other state funds may not be used for salary incentives or salary

suppl enents as provided in this paragraph (m);
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(nn) To use any available funds, not appropriated or
desi gnated for any other purpose, for reinbursenent to the
state-licensed enpl oyees fromboth in-state and out-of-state, who
enter into a contract for enploynent in a school district, for the
expense of noving when the enploynent necessitates the relocation
of the licensed enployee to a different geographical area than
that in which the licensed enpl oyee resides before entering into
the contract. The reinbursenent shall not exceed One Thousand
Dol I ars ($1, 000.00) for the docunented actual expenses incurred in
the course of relocating, including the expense of any
pr of essi onal novi ng conpany or persons enployed to assist with the
nove, rented noving vehicles or equipnment, mleage in the anmount
aut hori zed for county and nuni ci pal enpl oyees under Section
25-3-41 if the licensed enpl oyee used his personal vehicle or
vehicles for the nove, neals and such other expenses associ ated
with the relocation. No |licensed enpl oyee may be rei nbursed for
novi ng expenses under this section on nore than one (1) occasion
by the sanme school district. Nothing in this section shall be
construed to require the actual residence to which the |licensed
enpl oyee rel ocates to be within the boundaries of the school
district that has executed a contract for enploynent in order for
the licensed enpl oyee to be eligible for reinbursenent for the
novi ng expenses. However, the |icensed enpl oyee nust relocate
within the boundaries of the State of M ssissippi. Any individual
receiving relocation assistance through the Critical Teacher
Shortage Act as provided in Section 37-159-5 shall not be eligible
to receive additional relocation funds as authorized in this
par agr aph;

(o0) To use any available funds, not appropriated or
desi gnated for any other purpose, to reinburse persons who
interview for enploynent as a |licensed enployee with the district
for the m|eage and ot her actual expenses incurred in the course
of travel to and fromthe interview at the rate authorized for

county and nuni ci pal enpl oyees under Section 25-3-41;
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(pp) Consistent with the report of the Task Force to
Conduct a Best Financial Mnagenent Practices Review, to inprove
school district managenent and use of resources and identify cost
savings as established in Section 8 of Chapter 610, Laws of 2002,
| ocal school boards are encouraged to conduct independent reviews
of the managenent and efficiency of schools and school districts.
Such managenent and efficiency reviews shall provide state and
| ocal officials and the public with the foll ow ng:

(1) An assessnent of a school district's
governance and organi zati onal structure;

(1i) An assessnent of the school district's
financi al and personnel managenent;

(tii1) An assessnent of revenue |evels and sources;

(tv) An assessnent of facilities utilization,
pl anni ng and mai nt enance;

(v) An assessnent of food services, transportation
and safety/security systens;

(vi) An assessnent of instructional and
adm ni strative technol ogy;

(vii) A review of the instructional managenent and
the efficiency and effectiveness of existing instructional
prograns; and

(viii) Recommended net hods for increasing
efficiency and effectiveness in providing educational services to
t he public;

(gqq) To enter into agreenents with other |ocal school
boards for the establishnment of an educational service agency
(ESA) to provide for the cooperative needs of the region in which
the school district is |ocated, as provided in Section 37-7-345.
Thi s paragraph shall repeal on July 1, 2007,

(rr) To inplenent a financial literacy programfor
students in Grades 10 and 11. The board may revi ew the nati onal
prograns and obtain free literature fromvarious nationally
recogni zed prograns. After review of the different prograns, the
board may certify a programthat is nost appropriate for the
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school districts' needs. |If a district inplenents a financial
literacy program then any student in Gade 10 or 11 may
participate in the program The financial |iteracy program shal
include, but is not imted to, instruction in the sanme areas of
personal business and finance as required under Section
37-1-3(2)(b). The school board may coordi nate with vol unteer
teachers fromlocal community organizations, including, but not
limted to, the following: United States Departnent of
Agricul ture Rural Devel opnent, United States Departnent of Housing
and Urban Devel opnent, Juni or Achi evenent, bankers and ot her
nonprofit organizations. Nothing in this paragraph shall be
construed as to require school boards to inplenent a financial
literacy program

(ss) To collaborate with the State Board of Educati on,
Communi ty Action Agencies or the Departnent of Human Services to
devel op and i npl enent a voluntary programto provide services for
a full day prekindergarten programthat addresses the cognitive,
soci al, and enotional needs of four-year-old and three-year-old
children. The school board may utilize nonstate source speci al
funds, grants, donations or gifts to fund the voluntary program

(tt) The governing authority of each individual school

shal |l have the power to adopt any orders, resolutions or

ordi nances wth respect to school district affairs, property and

fi nances which are not inconsistent wwth the M ssi ssipp

Constitution of 1890, the M ssissippi Code of 1972, any ot her

statute or law of the State of M ssissippi or any rule or

regul ati on promul gated by the State Board of Education pursuant to

its authority under |law. Except as ot herw se provided, the powers

granted to governing authorities of school districts are conplete

w t hout the existence of or reference to any specific authority

granted in any other statute or |law of the State of M ssissipp

and nmay be exercised unless specifically prohibited by a statute

or law of the State of M ssissippi. Unless such actions are

specifically authorized by another statute or |aw of the State of

M ssi ssippi, this section shall not authorize the governing
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authority of a school district to (i) levy taxes of any kind or

increase the |l evy of any authorized tax, (ii) issue bonds of any

kind, or (iii) the authority to enter into coll ective bargaining

agreenents. All other powers of the governing authorities of

school districts may be exercised unl ess specifically prohibited

by the statutes or laws of the State of M ssi ssippi;

(uu) In order to provide for econony, efficiency and

cost effectiveness in the delivery of education |local district

school boards are hereby given explicit authority to del egate,

privatize or otherwise enter into a contract with private entities

for the operation of any functions of nonacadem ¢ school process,

procedures and operations, including, but not limted to,

cafeteria workers, janitorial services, transportation,

pr of essi onal devel opnment, and instructional consulting services

materi als and products, purchasing cooperatives, insurance,

busi ness manager services, auditing and accounting services,

school safety/risk prevention, data processing and other staff

services subject to appropriate bid | aws and conpetitive

processes, public scrutiny and cost effective analysis. Local

districts may enter into buying consortia with other districts for

t he purposes of nore efficient use of state resources.

SECTION 17. Section 25-11-103, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

25-11-103. The follow ng words and phrases as used in
Articles 1 and 3, unless a different neaning is plainly required
by the context, have the foll ow ng nmeani ngs:

(a) "Accunul ated contributions" neans the sum of al
t he anbunts deducted fromthe conpensation of a nenber and
credited to his individual account in the annuity savings account,
together with regular interest as provided in Section 25-11-123.
(b) "Actuarial cost" neans the anmount of funds
presently required to provide future benefits as determ ned by the
board based on applicable tables and fornul as provided by the

actuary.
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(c) "Actuarial equivalent" neans a benefit of equal
value to the accunul ated contri butions, annuity or benefit, as the
case may be, when conputed upon the basis of such nortality tables
as adopted by the board of trustees, and regular interest.

(d) "Actuarial tables" nmeans such tables of nortality
and rates of interest as adopted by the board in accordance with
t he recommendati on of the actuary.

(e) "Agency" neans any governnental body enpl oyi ng
persons in the state service.

(f) "Average conpensation” neans the average of the
four (4) highest years of earned conpensation reported for an
enpl oyee in a fiscal or cal endar year period, or conbination
t hereof that do not overlap, or the last forty-eight (48)
consecutive nonths of earned conpensation reported for an
enpl oyee. The four (4) years need not be successive or joined
years of service. |In no case shall the average conpensation so
determ ned be in excess of One Hundred Fifty Thousand Dol |l ars
($150, 000.00). In conputing the average conpensation, any anount
lawfully paid in a lunp sumfor personal |eave or mgjor nedica
| eave shall be included in the calculation to the extent that the
anount does not exceed an anount that is equal to thirty (30) days
of earned conpensation and to the extent that it does not cause
t he enpl oyees' earned conpensation to exceed the maxi num
reportabl e anmount specified in Section 25-11-103(k); however, this
thirty-day limtation shall not prevent the inclusion in the
cal cul ation of |eave earned under federal regulations before July
1, 1976, and frozen as of that date as referred to in Section
25-3-99. Only the anount of lunp sum pay for personal |eave due
and paid upon the death of a nenber attributable for up to one
hundred fifty (150) days shall be used in the deceased nenber's
average conpensation calculation in determ ning the beneficiary's
benefits. In conputing the average conpensation, no anmounts shal
be used that are in excess of the amount on which contributions
were required and paid, and no nontaxabl e amobunts paid by the
enpl oyer for health or life insurance premuns for the enpl oyee
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shall be used. If any nenber who is or has been granted any
i ncrease in annual salary or conpensation of nore than eight
percent (8% retires within twenty-four (24) nonths fromthe date
that the increase becones effective, then the board shall exclude
that part of the increase in salary or conpensation that exceeds
ei ght percent (8% in calculating that nenber's average
conpensation for retirenent purposes. The board nay enforce this
provision by rule or regulation. However, increases in
conpensation in excess of eight percent (8% per year granted
Wi thin twenty-four (24) nonths of the date of retirement may be
included in the cal culation of average conpensation if
sati sfactory proof is presented to the board show ng that the
i ncrease in conpensation was the result of an actual change in the
position held or services rendered, or that the conpensation
i ncrease was authorized by the State Personnel Board or was
increased as a result of statutory enactnent, and the enpl oyer
furni shes an affidavit stating that the increase granted within
the | ast twenty-four (24) nonths was not contingent on a prom se
or agreenent of the enployee to retire. Nothing in Section
25-3-31 shall affect the calculation of the average conpensati on
of any menber for the purposes of this article. The average
conpensati on of any nenber who retires before July 1, 1992, shal
not exceed the annual salary of the CGovernor.

(g) "Beneficiary" neans any person entitled to receive
a retirenent allowance, an annuity or other benefit as provided by
Articles 1 and 3. The term "beneficiary" may al so include an
organi zation, estate, trust or entity; however, a beneficiary
designated or entitled to receive nonthly paynents under an
optional settlenent based on |ife contingency or pursuant to a
statutory nonthly benefit may only be a natural person. 1In the
event of the death before retirenent of any nenber whose spouse
and/or children are not entitled to a retirenent all owance on the
basis that the nenber has |less than four (4) years of service
credit and/or has not been married for a mninmumof one (1) year
or the spouse has waived his or her entitlenent to a retirenent
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al | onance under Section 25-11-114, the |lawful spouse of a nenber
at the tine of the death of the nenber shall be the beneficiary of
t he nenber unl ess the nenber has designated anot her beneficiary
after the date of marriage in witing, and filed that witing in
the office of the executive director of the board of trustees. No
desi gnation or change of beneficiary shall be nmade in any ot her
manner .

(h) "Board" neans the board of trustees provided in
Section 25-11-15 to admnister the retirenent system created under
this article.

(i) "Creditable service" neans "prior service,"
"retroactive service" and all lawfully credited unused | eave not
exceeding the accrual rates and limtations provided in Section
25-3-91 et seq., as of the date of withdrawal from service plus
"menbership service" for which credit is allowable as provided in
Section 25-11-109. Except to limt creditable service reported to
the systemfor the purpose of conputing an enpl oyee's retirenent
al l omance or annuity or benefits provided in this article, nothing
in this paragraph shall limt or otherwi se restrict the power of
t he governing authority of a municipality or other political
subdi vi sion of the state to adopt such vacation and sick | eave
policies as it deens necessary.

(j) "Child" neans either a natural child of the nenber,
a child that has been nmade a child of the nmenber by applicable
court action before the death of the nenber, or a child under the
permanent care of the nenber at the tinme of the latter's death,
whi ch permanent care status shall be determ ned by evidence
satisfactory to the board.

(k) "Earned conpensation" neans the full anmount earned
by an enpl oyee for a given pay period including any nai ntenance
furni shed up to a maxi nrum of One Hundred Fifty Thousand Dol |l ars
($150, 000. 00) per year, and proportionately for |ess than one (1)
year of service. The value of that mai ntenance when not paid in
noney shall be fixed by the enploying state agency, and, in case
of doubt, by the board of trustees as defined in Section 25-11-15.
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Ear ned conpensation shall not include any nontaxabl e anounts paid
by the enployer for health or life insurance prem uns for an
enpl oyee. |In any case, earned conpensation shall be limted to
the regul ar periodic conpensation paid, exclusive of litigation
fees, bond fees, and other simlar extraordi nary nonrecurring
paynments. In addition, any nenber in a covered position, as
defined by Public Enployees' Retirenent System | aws and
regul ati ons, who is also enployed by anot her covered agency or
political subdivision shall have the earnings of that additional
enpl oynent reported to the Public Enpl oyees' Retirenent System
regardl ess of whether the additional enploynent is sufficient in
itself to be a covered position. In addition, conputation of
earned conpensation shall be governed by the foll ow ng:

(1) In the case of constables, the net earnings
fromtheir office after deduction of expenses shall apply, except
that in no case shall earned conpensation be |less than the total
direct paynents nade by the state or governnental subdivisions to
the official.

(i) In the case of chancery or circuit clerks,
the net earnings fromtheir office after deduction of expenses
shal | apply as expressed in Section 25-11-123(f)(4).

(tii) In the case of nenbers of the State
Legi sl ature, all remuneration or anounts paid, except ml eage
al l omance, shall apply.

(iv) The amount by which an eligible enployee's
salary is reduced under a salary reduction agreenent authorized
under Section 25-17-5 shall be included as earned conpensati on
under this paragraph, provided this inclusion does not conflict
with federal |aw, including federal regulations and federal
adm nistrative interpretations under the federal |aw, pertaining
to the Federal Insurance Contributions Act or to Internal Revenue
Code Section 125 cafeteria plans.

(v) Conpensation in addition to an enpl oyee's base
salary that is paid to the enpl oyee under the vacation and sick
| eave policies of a municipality or other political subdivision of

S. B. 2504
PACE 57



2064
2065
2066
2067
2068
2069
2070
2071
2072
2073
2074
2075
2076
2077
2078
2079
2080
2081
2082
2083
2084
2085
2086
2087
2088
2089
2090
2091
2092
2093
2094
2095
2096
2097

the state that enploys himthat exceeds the maxi muns aut horized by
Section 25-3-91 et seq. shall be excluded fromthe cal cul ati on of
earned conpensation under this article.

(vi) The maxi num sal ary applicable for retirenent
pur poses before July 1, 1992, shall be the salary of the Governor.

(vii) Nothing in Section 25-3-31 shall affect the
determ nation of the earned conpensation of any nenber for the
purposes of this article.

(1) "Enpl oyee" neans any person |legally occupying a

position in the state service, and shall include the enpl oyees of
the retirenment systemcreated under this article. The term

"enpl oyee" shall not include any enpl oyee of a private entity

whi ch | eases staff to a | ocal school board to provide

noni nstructional services pursuant to Section 37-7-301(uu).

(m "Enployer"” neans the State of M ssissippi or any of
its departnents, agencies or subdivisions fromwhich any enpl oyee
recei ves his conpensati on.

(n) "Executive director"” means the secretary to the
board of trustees, as provided in Section 25-11-15(9), and the
adm ni strator of the Public Enpl oyees' Retirenent System and al
systens under the managenent of the board of trustees. Werever
the term "Executive Secretary of the Public Enpl oyees' Retirenent
System' or "executive secretary" appears in this article or in any
other provision of law, it shall be construed to nmean the
Executive Director of the Public Enployees' Retirement System

(o) "Fiscal year" neans the period beginning on July 1
of any year and ending on June 30 of the next succeedi ng year.

(p) "Medical board" nmeans the board of physicians or
any governnental or nongovernnental disability determ nation
servi ce designated by the board of trustees that is qualified to
make disability determ nations as provided for in Section
25-11-1109.

(q) "Menber" nmeans any person included in the

nmenbership of the systemas provided in Section 25-11-105.
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(r) "Menbership service" neans service as an enpl oyee
rendered while a nenber of the retirement system

(s) "Position" neans any office or any enploynent in
the state service, or two (2) or nore of them the duties of which
call for services to be rendered by one (1) person, including
positions jointly enployed by federal and state agencies
adm nistering federal and state funds. The enployer shal
determ ne upon initial enploynment and during the course of
enpl oynent of an enpl oyee who does not neet the criteria for
coverage in the Public Enployees' Retirenent System based on the
position held, whether the enployee is or becones eligible for
coverage in the Public Enployees' Retirenment System based upon any
ot her enploynent in a covered agency or political subdivision. |If
or when the enployee neets the eligibility criteria for coverage
in the other position, then the enployer nust w thhold
contributions and report wages fromthe noncovered position in
accordance wth the provisions for reporting of earned
conpensation. Failure to deduct and report those contributions
shall not relieve the enployee or enployer of liability thereof.
The board shall adopt such rules and regul ati ons as necessary to
i npl enent and enforce this provision.

(t) "Prior service" nmeans service rendered before
February 1, 1953, for which credit is allowable under Sections
25-11- 105 and 25-11-109, and which shall allow prior service for
any person who is now or beconmes a nenber of the Public Enployees'
Retirement System and who does contribute to the systemfor a
m ni mum period of four (4) years.

(u) "Regular interest"” nmeans interest conpounded
annual ly at such a rate as determ ned by the board in accordance
Wi th Section 25-11-121.

(v) "Retirenment allowance" neans an annuity for life as
provided in this article, payable each year in twelve (12) equal
nonthly installments beginning as of the date fixed by the board.
The retirenent allowance shall be cal culated in accordance with
Section 25-11-111. However, any spouse who received a spouse
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retirement benefit in accordance with Section 25-11-111(d) before
March 31, 1971, and those benefits were term nated because of
eligibility for a social security benefit, nmay again receive his
spouse retirenent benefit fromand after making application with
the board of trustees to reinstate the spouse retirenent benefit.

(w) "Retroactive service" neans service rendered after
February 1, 1953, for which credit is allowabl e under Section
25-11-105(b) and Section 25-11-105(k).

(x) "Systemt' neans the Public Enpl oyees' Retirenent
System of M ssissippi established and described in Section
25-11-101.

(y) "State" neans the State of M ssissippi or any
political subdivision thereof or instrunentality of the state.

(z) "State service" neans all offices and positions of
trust or enploynment in the enploy of the state, or any political
subdi vision or instrunentality of the state, that elect to
participate as provided by Section 25-11-105(f), including the
position of elected or fee officials of the counties and their
deputies and enpl oyees perform ng public services or any
departnent, independent agency, board or comm ssion thereof, and
al so includes all offices and positions of trust or enploynent in
the enploy of joint state and federal agencies adm nistering state
and federal funds and service rendered by enpl oyees of the public
schools. Effective July 1, 1973, all nonprofessional public
school enpl oyees, such as bus drivers, janitors, maids,
mai nt enance workers and cafeteria enpl oyees, shall have the option
to beconme nenbers in accordance with Section 25-11-105(b), and
shall be eligible to receive credit for services before July 1,
1973, provided that the contributions and interest are paid by the
enpl oyee in accordance with that section; in addition, the county
or nuni ci pal separate school district nmay pay the enpl oyer
contribution and pro rata share of interest of the retroactive
service fromavailable funds. Fromand after July 1, 1998,
retroactive service credit shall be purchased at the actuari al
cost in accordance with Section 25-11-105(b).
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(aa) "Wthdrawal from service" or "termnation from
servi ce" means conpl ete severance of enploynent in the state
service of any nenber by resignation, dism ssal or discharge.

(bb) The mascul i ne pronoun, wherever used, includes the
fem ni ne pronoun.

SECTI ON 18. Section 25-11-127, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

25-11-127. (1) (a) No person who is being paid a
retirenment allowance or a pension after retirenent under this
article shall be enployed or paid for any service by the State of
M ssi ssi ppi, except as provided in this section.

(b) No retiree of this retirenment systemwho is
reenployed or is reelected to office after retirenent shal
continue to draw retirenent benefits while so reenpl oyed, except
as provided in this section.

(c) No person enployed or el ected under the exceptions
provided for in this section shall becone a nenber under Article 3
of the retirenent system

(2) Any person who has been retired under the provisions of
Article 3 and who is |ater reenployed in service covered by this
article shall cease to receive benefits under this article and
shal | again becone a contributing nmenber of the retirenment system
When the person retires again, if the reenpl oynent exceeds six (6)
nont hs, the person shall have his or her benefit reconputed,

i ncluding service after again becom ng a nenber, provided that the
total retirement allowance paid to the retired nenber in his or
her previous retirenment shall be deducted fromthe nenber's
retirenment reserve and taken into consideration in recal cul ating
the retirenent all owance under a new option sel ected.

(3) The board shall have the right to prescribe rules and
regul ations for carrying out the provisions of this section.

(4) The provisions of this section shall not be construed to
prohibit any retiree, regardl ess of age, from being enpl oyed and

drawing a retirenent all owance either:
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(a) For a period of tinme not to exceed one-half (1/2)
of the normal working days for the position in any fiscal year
during which the retiree will receive no nore than one-half (1/2)
of the salary in effect for the position at the tinme of
enpl oynent, or

(b) For a period of tinme in any fiscal year sufficient
inlength to permit aretiree to earn not in excess of twenty-five
percent (25% of retiree's average conpensati on.

To determ ne the nornmal working days for a position under
paragraph (a) of this subsection, the enployer shall determ ne the
requi red nunber of working days for the position on a full-tine
basi s and the equival ent nunber of hours representing the
full-time position. The retiree then may work up to one-half
(1/2) of the required nunber of working days or up to one-half
(1/2) of the equival ent nunber of hours and receive up to one-half
(1/2) of the salary for the position. |In the case of enpl oynent
with nmultiple enployers, the limtation shall equal one-half (1/2)
of the nunmber of days or hours for a single full-time position.

Notice shall be given in witing to the executive director,
setting forth the facts upon which the enploynent is being nade,
and the notice shall be given within five (5) days fromthe date
of enploynent and also fromthe date of term nation of the
enpl oynent .

(5) Any nenber may continue in nmunicipal or county el ected
office or be elected to a nunicipal or county office, provided
that the person:

(a) Files annually, in witing, in the office of the
enpl oyer and the office of the executive director of the system
before the person takes office or as soon as possible after
retirenment, a waiver of all salary or conpensation and elects to
receive in lieu of that salary or conpensation a retirenent
al l omance as provided in this section, in which event no salary or
conpensation shall thereafter be due or payable for those
servi ces; however, any such officer or enployee may receive, in
addition to the retirenent allowance, office expense all owance,
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m | eage or travel expense authorized by any statute of the State
of M ssi ssippi; or

(b) Elects to receive conpensation for that el ective
office in an anobunt not to exceed twenty-five percent (25% of the
retiree's average conpensation. As used in this paragraph, the
term "conpensation” shall not include office expense all owance,
m | eage or travel expense authorized by a statute of the State of
M ssissippi. |In order to receive conpensation as allowed in this
paragraph, the nmenber shall file annually, in witing, in the
office of the enployer and the office of the executive director of
the system an election to receive, in addition to a retirenent
al | omance, conpensation as allowed in this paragraph.

This section shall not be construed to nean that any enpl oyee

of a private entity which | eases staff to | ocal school boards to

provi de noninstructional services as authorized in Section

37-7-301(uu) shall becone a nenber of the retirenent system

SECTION 19. The State Board of Education may create policies

relating to the devel opnment of statew de virtual schools serving
ki ndergarten through Grade 12 to open as soon as possi bl e.

SECTI ON 20. Section 37-151-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-151-7. The annual allocation to each school district for
t he operation of the adequate education program shall be
determ ned as foll ows:

(1) Conputation of the basic anount to be included for
current operation in the adequate education program The
foll ow ng procedure shall be followed in determ ning the annual
all ocation to each school district:

(a) Determ nation of average daily attendance. During
nmonths two (2) and three (3) of the current school year, the
average daily attendance of a school district shall be conputed,
or the average daily attendance for the prior school year shall be
used, whichever is greater. The district's average daily

attendance shall be conmputed and currently maintained in
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accordance with regul ati ons pronul gated by the State Board of
Educat i on.

(b) Determ nation of base student cost. The State
Board of Education, on or before August 1, with adjusted estinmate
no later than January 2, shall annually submt to the Legislative
Budget O fice and the Governor a proposed base student cost
adequate to provide the follow ng cost conponents of educating a
pupil in an average school district neeting Level 11
accreditation standards required by the Comm ssion on School
Accreditation: (i) Instructional Cost; (ii) Admnistrative Cost;
(ti1) Operation and Mii ntenance of Plant; and (iv) Ancillary
Support Cost. The departnent shall utilize a statistical
nmet hodol ogy whi ch considers such factors as, but not limted to,
(i) school size; (ii) assessed valuation per pupil; (iii) the
percentage of students receiving free lunch; (iv) the | ocal
district maintenance tax levy; (v) other local school district
revenues; and (vi) the district's accreditation level, in the
selection of the representative M ssissippi school districts for
whi ch cost information shall be obtained for each of the above
| i sted cost areas.

For the instructional cost conponent, the departnent shal
determ ne the instructional cost of each of the representative
school districts selected above, excluding instructional cost of
sel f-cont ai ned speci al education prograns and vocational education
prograns, and the average daily attendance in the sel ected school
districts. The instructional cost is then total ed and di vi ded by
the total average daily attendance for the sel ected school
districts to yield the instructional cost conponent. For the
adm ni strative cost conponent, the departnent shall determ ne the
adm ni strative cost of each of the representative school districts
sel ect ed above, excluding adm nistrative cost of self-contained
speci al education prograns and vocati onal education prograns, and
the average daily attendance in the selected school districts.
The adm nistrative cost is then totaled and divided by the total
average daily attendance for the selected school districts to
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yield the adm nistrative cost conponent. For the plant and

mai nt enance cost conponent, the departnent shall determ ne the

pl ant and mai nt enance cost of each of the representative school
districts sel ected above, excluding plant and nai nt enance cost of
sel f-cont ai ned speci al education prograns and vocational education
prograns, and the average daily attendance in the sel ected school
districts. The plant and mai ntenance cost is then total ed and
divided by the total average daily attendance for the sel ected
school districts to yield the plant and mai ntenance cost

conponent. For the ancillary support cost conponent, the
departnent shall determne the ancillary support cost of each of
the representati ve school districts sel ected above, excluding
ancillary support cost of self-contained special education
progranms and vocational education prograns, and the average daily
attendance in the selected school districts. The ancillary
support cost is then totaled and divided by the total average
daily attendance for the selected school districts to yield the
ancillary support cost conponent. The total base cost for each
year shall be the sumof the instructional cost conponent,

adm ni strative cost conponent, plant and mai nt enance cost
conponent and ancillary support cost conponent, and any esti mated
adjustnents for additional state requirenents as determ ned by the
State Board of Education. Provided, however, that the base
student cost in fiscal year 1998 shall be Two Thousand Si x Hundred
Si xty-four Dollars (%$2,664.00).

(c) Determnation of the basic adequate education
program cost. The basic anmount for current operation to be
included in the M ssissippi Adequate Education Program for each
school district shall be conputed as foll ows:

Mul tiply the average daily attendance of the district by the
base student cost as established by the Legislature, which yields
the total base program cost for each school district.

(d) Adjustnment to the base student cost for at-risk
pupils. The anmount to be included for at-risk pupil prograns for
each school district shall be conputed as follows: Miltiply the
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base student cost for the appropriate fiscal year as determ ned
under paragraph (b) by five percent (5%, and nultiply that
product by the nunber of pupils participating in the federal free
school lunch programin such school district, which yields the
total adjustnment for at-risk pupil prograns for such school
district.

(e) Add-on programcost. The anmount to be allocated to
school districts in addition to the adequate education program
cost for add-on prograns for each school district shall be
conputed as fol |l ows:

(1) Transportation cost shall be the anount
all ocated to such school district for the operational support of
the district transportation systemfrom state funds.

(1i1) Vocational or technical education program
cost shall be the anount allocated to such school district from
state funds for the operational support of such prograns.

(ti1) Special education programcost shall be the
amount all ocated to such school district fromstate funds for the
oper ati onal support of such prograns.

(tv) Gfted education programcost shall be the
amount all ocated to such school district fromstate funds for the
oper ati onal support of such prograns.

(v) Alternative school programcost shall be the
amount all ocated to such school district fromstate funds for the
oper ati onal support of such prograns.

(vi) Extended school year progranms shall be the
anount allocated to school districts for those prograns authorized
by | aw whi ch extend beyond the normal school vyear.

(vii) University-based prograns shall be the
anount all ocated to school districts for those university-based
prograns for handi capped children as defined and provided for in
Section 37-23-131 et seq., M ssissippi Code of 1972.

(viii) Bus driver training prograns shall be the
anount provided for those driver training prograns as provided for
in Section 37-41-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972.
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The sumof the itens |isted above (i) transportation, (ii)
vocational or technical education, (iii) special education, (iv)
gifted education, (v) alternative school, (vi) extended school
year, (vii) university-based, and (viii) bus driver training shal
yield the add-on cost for each school district.

(f) Total projected adequate education program cost.
The total M ssissippi Adequate Educati on Program Cost shall be the
sum of the total basic adequate education program cost (paragraph
(c)), and the adjustnent to the base student cost for at-risk
pupils (paragraph (d)) for each school district.

(g) Supplenental grant to school districts. 1In
addition to the adequate education programgrant, the State
Depart ment of Education shall annually distribute an additional
anmopunt as follows: Miltiply the base student cost for the
appropriate fiscal year as determ ned under paragraph (b) by
thirteen one-hundredths percent (.13% and nultiply that product
by the average daily attendance of each school district. Such
grant shall not be subject to the | ocal revenue requirenent
provi ded in subsection (2).

(2) Conputation of the required | ocal revenue in support of
t he adequat e educati on program The anpunt that each district
shal |l provide toward the cost of the adequate education program
shall be calculated as foll ows:

(a) The State Board of Education shall certify to each
school district that twenty-eight (28) mlls, less the estinmated
anmount of the yield of the School Ad Val orem Tax Reduction Fund
grants as determned by the State Departnent of Education, is the
mllage rate required to provide the district required |ocal
effort for that year, or twenty-seven percent (27% of the basic
adequat e educati on program cost for such school district as
det erm ned under subsection (c), whichever is a |lesser anbunt. In
the case of an agricultural high school the mllage requirenent
shall be set at a | evel which generates an equitabl e anmount per

pupil to be determned by the State Board of Educati on.
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(b) The State Board of Education shall determ ne (i)
the total assessed val uati on of nonexenpt property for school
pur poses in each school district; (ii) assessed val ue of exenpt
property owned by honmeowners aged sixty-five (65) or ol der or
di sabl ed as defined in Section 27-33-67(2), M ssissippi Code of
1972; (iii) the school district's tax |oss from exenptions
provided to applicants under the age of sixty-five (65) and not
di sabl ed as defined in Section 27-33-67(1), M ssissippi Code of
1972; and (iv) the school district's honmestead rei nbursenent
revenues.

(c) The anobunt of the total adequate education program
fundi ng which shall be contributed by each school district shal
be the sumof the ad valoremrecei pts generated by the mll age
requi red under this subsection plus the follow ng |ocal revenue
sources for the appropriate fiscal year which are or may be
avail abl e for current expenditure by the school district:

One hundred percent (1009 of Gand Gulf incone as prescribed
in Section 27-35-309.

(3) Conputation of the required state effort in support of
t he adequat e educati on program

(a) The required state effort in support of the
adequat e educati on program shall be determ ned by subtracting the
sum of the required |l ocal tax effort as set forth in subsection
(2)(a) of this section and the other |ocal revenue sources as set
forth in subsection (2)(c) of this section in an anpunt not to
exceed twenty-seven percent (27% of the total projected adequate
education program cost as set forth in subsection (1)(f) of this
section fromthe total projected adequate educati on program cost
as set forth in subsection (1)(f) of this section.

(b) Provided, however, that in fiscal year 1998 and in
the fiscal year in which the adequate education programis fully
funded by the Legislature, any increase in the said state
contribution, including the supplenental grant to school districts
provi ded under subsection (1)(g), to any district cal cul ated under
this section shall be not |ess than eight percent (8% in excess
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of the anount received by said district fromstate funds for the
fiscal year imedi ately preceding. For purposes of this paragraph
(b), state funds shall include m ni mum program funds | ess the
add-on prograns, state Uniform M Il age Assistance G ant funds,
Educati on Enhancenent Funds appropriated for Uniform M || age

Assi stance Grants and state textbook allocations, and State
General Funds allocated for textbooks.

(c) If the appropriation is less than full funding for
fiscal year 2003, allocations for state contributions to school
districts in support of the adequate education programwl| be
determ ned by the State Departnent of Education in the follow ng
manner :

(1) Calculation of the full funding anount under
this chapter, with proportionate reductions as required by the
appropriation |evel.

(i1i1) Calculation of the amobunt equal to the state
funds allocated to school districts for fiscal year 2002 plus the
estimated anount to fund the adequate education program sal ary
schedul e for fiscal year 2003. For purposes of this item(ii),
state funds shall be those described in paragraph (b) and an
anount equal to the allocation for the adequate education program
in fiscal year 2002, plus any additional anount required to
satisfy fiscal year 2003 pl edges in accordance w th paragraphs
(d), (e) and (f) of subsection (5) of this section. |If a school
district's fiscal year 2003 pledge is different than the pl edge
anmount for fiscal year 2002, the district shall receive an anount
equal to the fiscal year 2003 pl edge or the anmount of funds
cal cul at ed under the adequate education formula for fiscal year
2002 before any pl edge guarantee for fiscal year 2002, whichever
is greater. If the pledge is no longer in effect, the district
shal | receive the anount of funds cal cul ated under the formula for
fiscal year 2002 before any pl edge guarantee for fiscal year 2002.

(ti1) The portion of any district's allocation
calculated in item (i) of this paragraph which exceeds anpunts as
calculated in item(ii) shall be reduced by an anount not to
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exceed twenty-one percent (219% . The anount of funds generated by
this reduction of funds shall be redistributed proportionately
anong those districts receiving insufficient funds to neet the
anount calculated initem(ii). In no case may any district
receive funds in an anmount greater than the anmount that the
district would have received under full funding of the programfor
fiscal year 2003.

(d) (i) If the school board of any school district
shall determine that it is not economcally feasible or
practicable to operate any school within the district for the ful
one hundred eighty (180) days required for a school termof a
schol astic year as required in Section 37-13-63, M ssissippi Code
of 1972, due to an eneny attack, a mannmade, technol ogi cal or
natural disaster in which the Governor has declared a disaster
energency under the laws of this state or the President of the
United States has declared an energency or mjor disaster to exist
inthis state, said school board may notify the State Departnent
of Education of such disaster and submt a plan for altering the
school term If the State Board of Education finds such disaster
to be the cause of the school not operating for the contenpl ated
school termand that such school was in a school district covered
by the Governor's or President's disaster declaration, it may
permt said school board to operate the schools in its district
for less than one hundred eighty (180) days and, in such case, the
State Departnent of Education shall not reduce the state
contributions to the adequate educati on program all otnent for such
district, because of the failure to operate said schools for one
hundred ei ghty (180) days.

(ii) Districts neeting the exenption criterion, as

defined in Section 37-17-11, are exenpted fromthe provisions of

this Section 37-151-7(3)(d)(i).

(4) If during the year for which adequate educati on program
funds are appropriated, any school district experiences a three
percent (3% or greater increase in average daily attendance
during the second and third nonth over the preceding year's second
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and third nonth and the school district has requested a m ni num

i ncrease of four percent (4% in |ocal ad val orem revenues over
the previous year as authorized in Sections 37-57-104 and
37-57-105, an additional allocation of adequate education program
funds calculated in the foll owm ng manner shall be granted to that
district, using any additional funds avail able to the Departnent
of Education that exceed the anpbunt of funds due to the school
districts under the basic adequate education program distribution
as provided for in this chapter:

(a) Determ ne the percentage increase in average daily
attendance for the second and third nonths of the year for which
adequat e educati on program funds are appropriated over the
precedi ng year's second and third nonth average daily attendance.

(b) For those districts that have a three percent (3%
or greater increase as calculated in paragraph (a) of this
subsection, nultiply the total increase in students in average
daily attendance for the second and third nonths of the year for
whi ch adequat e education program funds are appropriated over the
precedi ng year's second and third nonth average daily attendance
times the base student cost used in the appropriation.

(c) Subtract the percentage of the district's |ocal
contribution arrived at in subsection (2) of this section fromthe
anount cal cul ated in paragraph (b) of this subsection. The
remai nder is the additional allocation in adequate education
program funds for that district.

If the funds available to the Departnent of Education are not
sufficient to fully fund the additional allocations to school
districts eligible for those allocations, then the departnent
shal|l prorate the available funds anong the eligible school
districts, using the sane percentage of the total funds that the
school district would have received if the allocations were fully
funded. The State Departnment of Education shall study and devel op
a report to the Chairnen of the Senate and House Commttees on
Education by January 1, 2005, with options for |egislative
consideration that will insure that the M ssissippi Adequate
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Education Program funds are distributed to school districts based
on current year student attendance or enroll nent.

This subsection (4) shall stand repealed on July 1, 2006.

(5) The Interim School District Capital Expenditure Fund is
hereby established in the State Treasury which shall be used to
distribute any funds specifically appropriated by the Legislature
to such fund to school districts entitled to increased allocations
of state funds under the adequate education program funding
formul a prescribed in Sections 37-151-3 through 37-151-7,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, until such tinme as the said adequate
education programis fully funded by the Legislature. The
foll ow ng percentages of the total state cost of increased

al l ocations of funds under the adequate education program fundi ng
formul a shall be appropriated by the Legislature into the Interim
School District Capital Expenditure Fund to be distributed to al
school districts under the formula: N ne and two-tenths percent
(9.2% shall be appropriated in fiscal year 1998, twenty percent
(209 shall be appropriated in fiscal year 1999, forty percent
(409 shall be appropriated in fiscal year 2000, sixty percent
(609 shall be appropriated in fiscal year 2001, eighty percent
(80% shall be appropriated in fiscal year 2002, and one hundred
percent (100% shall be appropriated in fiscal year 2003 into the
St at e Adequat e Education Program Fund created in subsection (4).
Until July 1, 2002, such noney shall be used by school districts
for the follow ng purposes:

(a) Purchasing, erecting, repairing, equipping,
renodel i ng and enl argi ng school buildings and related facilities,
i ncl udi ng gymasi uns, auditoriuns, |unchroons, vocational training
buil dings, libraries, school barns and garages for transportation
vehi cl es, school athletic fields and necessary facilities
connected therewith, and purchasing |and therefor. Any such
capital inprovenent project by a school district shall be approved
by the State Board of Education, and based on an approved

| ong-range plan. The State Board of Education shall pronul gate
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m ni mum requi renents for the approval of school district capital
expendi ture plans.

(b) Providing necessary water, light, heating, air
condi tioning, and sewerage facilities for school buildings, and
purchasing | and therefor.

(c) Paying debt service on existing capital inprovenent
debt of the district or refinancing outstandi ng debt of a district
if such refinancing will result in an interest cost savings to the
district.

(d) Fromand after Cctober 1, 1997, through June 30,
1998, pursuant to a school district capital expenditure plan
approved by the State Departnent of Education, a school district
may pl edge such funds until July 1, 2002, plus funds provided for
in paragraph (e) of this subsection (5) that are not otherw se
permanently pl edged under such paragraph (e) to pay all or a
portion of the debt service on debt issued by the school district
under Sections 37-59-1 through 37-59-45, 37-59-101 through
37-59-115, 37-7-351 through 37-7-359, 37-41-89 through 37-41-99,
37-7-301, 37-7-302 and 37-41-81, M ssissippi Code of 1972, or debt
i ssued by boards of supervisors for agricultural high schools
pursuant to Section 37-27-65, M ssissippi Code of 1972, or
| ease- purchase contracts entered into pursuant to Section 31-7-13,
M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, or to retire or refinance outstanding
debt of a district, if such pledge is acconplished pursuant to a
written contract or resol ution approved and spread upon the
m nutes of an official neeting of the district's school board or
board of supervisors. It is the intent of this provision to allow
school districts to irrevocably pledge their Interim School
District Capital Expenditure Fund allotments as a constant stream
of revenue to secure a debt issued under the foregoing code
sections. To allow school districts to nmake such an irrevocabl e
pl edge, the state shall take all action necessary to ensure that
the amount of a district's Interim School District Capital
Expendi ture Fund allotnments shall not be reduced bel ow t he anpunt
certified by the departnent or the district's total all otnent
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under the Interim Capital Expenditure Fund if fully funded, so
| ong as such debt remains outstanding.

(e) Fromand after Cctober 1, 1997, through June 30,
1998, in addition to any other authority a school district may
have, any school district may issue State Aid Capital |nprovenent
Bonds secured in whole by a continuing annual pledge of any
M ssi ssi ppi Adequat e Educati on Program funds available to the
district, in an anount not to exceed One Hundred Sixty Dol l ars
($160. 00) per pupil based on the | atest conpleted average daily
attendance count certified by the departnent prior to the issuance
of the bonds. Such State Aid Capital |nprovenent Bonds may be

i ssued for the purposes enunerated in paragraphs (a), (b), (c) and

(g) of this section. Prior to issuing such bonds, the school
board of the district shall adopt a resolution declaring the
necessity for and its intention of issuing such bonds and
borrow ng such noney, specifying the approxi mate anmount to be so
borrowed, how such noney is to be used and how such i ndebt edness
is to be evidenced. Any capital inprovenent project financed with
State Aid Capital Inprovenent Bonds shall be approved by the
departnent, and based on an approved | ong-range plan. The State
Board of Education shall promulgate m ni mumrequirenents for the
approval of such school district capital expenditure plans. The
State Board of Education shall not approve any capital expenditure
plan for a pledge of funds under this paragraph unless it
determnes (i) that the quality of instruction in such district
will not be reduced as a result of this pledge, and (ii) the
district has other revenue available to attain and maintain at

| east Level 111 accreditation.

A district issuing State Aid Capital |nprovenent Bonds may
pl edge for the repaynent of such bonds all funds received by the
district fromthe state, in an anount not to exceed One Hundred
Sixty Dollars ($160.00) per pupil in average daily attendance in
t he school district as set forth above, and not otherw se
permanent|ly pl edged under paragraph (d) of this subsection or
under Section 37-61-33(2)(d), M ssissippi Code of 1972. The
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district's school board shall specify by resolution the anmount of
state funds, which are being pledged by the district for the
repaynment of the State Aid Capital |nprovenent Bonds. Once such a
pl edge is nade to secure the bonds, the district shall notify the
departnent of such pledge. Upon nmaking such a pl edge, the school
district may request the departnent which may agree to irrevocably
transfer a specified anmount or percentage of the district's state
revenue pledged to repay the district's State Aid Capital

| nprovenent Bonds directly to a state or federally chartered bank
serving as a trustee or paying agent on such bonds for the paynent
of all or portion of such State Aid Capital |nprovenent Bonds.
Such instructions shall be incorporated into a resolution by the
school board for the benefit of holders of the bonds and may
provi de that such w thhol ding and transfer of such other avail abl e
funds shall be nmade only upon notification by a trustee or paying
agent on such bonds that the anpbunts avail able to pay such bonds
on any paynent date will not be sufficient. It is the intent of
this provision to allow school districts to irrevocably pledge a
certain, constant stream of revenue as security for State A d
Capital | nprovenent Bonds issued hereunder. To allow school
districts to nake such an irrevocabl e pl edge, the state shall take
all action necessary to ensure that the anount of a district's
state revenues up to an anount equal to One Hundred Sixty Doll ars
($160. 00) per pupil as set forth above which have been pledged to
repay debt as set forth herein shall not be reduced so | ong as any
State Aid Capital |nprovenent Bonds are outstanding.

Any such State Aid Capital |nprovenent bonds shall mature as
determ ned by the district's school bond over a period not to
exceed twenty (20) years. Such bonds shall not bear a greater
overall maximuminterest rate to maturity than that allowed in
Section 75-17-101, M ssissippi Code of 1972. The further details
and terns of such bonds shall be as determ ned by the school board
of the district.

The provisions of this subsection shall be cumul ative and
suppl enmental to any existing funding prograns or other authority
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conferred upon school districts or school boards. Debt of a
school district secured in whole by a pledge of revenue pursuant
to this section shall not be subject to any debt limtation.

For purposes of this paragraph (e), "State Aid Capital
| mprovenent Bond" shall nean any bond, note, or other certificate
of indebtedness issued by a school district under the provisions
her eof .

Thi s paragraph (e) shall stand repeal ed fromand after June
30, 1998.

(f) As an alternative to the authority granted under
paragraph (e), a school district, inits discretion, may authorize
the State Board of Education to w thhold an anount of the
district's adequate education program allotnent equal to up to One
Hundred Sixty Dol lars ($160.00) per student in average daily
attendance in the district to be allocated to the State Public
School Building Fund to the credit of such school district. A
school district nmay choose the option provided under this
paragraph (e) or paragraph (f), but not both. |In addition to the
grants nade by the state pursuant to Section 37-47-9, a school
district shall be entitled to grants based on the allotnents to
the State Public School Building Fund credited to such school
district under this paragraph. This paragraph (f) shall stand
repealed fromand after June 30, 1998.

(g) The State Board of Education nay authorize the
school district to expend not nore than twenty percent (20% of
its annual allotnent of such funds or Twenty Thousand Dol |l ars
($20, 000. 00), whichever is greater, for technol ogy needs of the
school district, including conputers, software,

t el econmuni cations, cable television, interactive video, film
| ow- power television, satellite comunications, m crowave
communi cati ons, technol ogy-based equi pnent installation and
mai nt enance, and the training of staff in the use of such

t echnol ogy-based instruction. Any such technol ogy expenditure

shall be reflected in the local district technol ogy plan approved
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by the State Board of Education under Section 37-151-17,
M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972.

(h) To the extent a school district has not utilized
twenty percent (20% of its annual allotnent for technol ogy
pur poses under paragraph (g), a school district may expend not
nore than twenty percent (20% of its annual allotnment or Twenty
Thousand Dol | ars ($20, 000. 00), whichever is greater, for
i nstructional purposes. The State Board of Education may
aut horize a school district to expend nore than said twenty
percent (20% of its annual allotnment for instructional purposes
if it determ nes that such expenditures are needed for
accreditation purposes.

(1) The State Departnent of Education or the State
Board of Education may require that any project commenced pursuant
to this section with an estimted project cost of not |ess than
Five MIlion Dollars ($5,000,000.00) shall be done only pursuant
to program managenent of the process with respect to design and
construction. Any individuals, partnerships, conpanies or other
entities acting as a program manager on behalf of a |ocal school
district and perform ng program managenent services for projects
covered under this subsection shall be approved by the State
Departnent of Educati on.

Any interest accruing on any unexpended bal ance in the
InterimSchool District Capital Expenditure Fund shall be invested
by the State Treasurer and placed to the credit of each school
district participating in such fund in its proportionate share.

The provisions of this subsection (5) shall be cumul ative and
suppl enmental to any existing funding prograns or other authority
conferred upon school districts or school boards.

SECTI ON 21. Section 37-15-37, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-15-37. The local school boards of public school districts
and the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning

are authorized to establish a dual enroll nent and dual credit

program under whi ch high school students neeting the requirenents
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prescribed in this section may enroll at an institution of higher
learning in Mssissippi while they are still attending high school
and enrolled in high school courses, with tuition and costs to be

paid by grants, foundations, |ocal funds or other private sources.

Students may be admitted to enroll in university-|evel courses
under the dual enrollnment programif they neet the foll ow ng
reconmended adm ssion requirenments:
(a) Students nust have conpleted a m ni num of fourteen
(14) core high school units.
* %k
Tuition and costs for university-|level courses under this

program shall be paid fromgrants, foundations, |ocal funds or

other private sources, to be paid directly to the participating
university. Students admtted in the dual enroll nent program
shal |l be counted for adequate education program fundi ng purposes
in the average daily attendance of the public school district in
whi ch they attend high school. Any additional transportation
required by a student to participate in the dual enroll nent
program shall be the responsibility of the parents or |egal
guardi ans of the student, but may be paid for fromprivate
sources. G ades and college credits earned by students admtted
to the dual enroll nment program shall be recorded on the coll ege
transcript at the university where the student attends classes and

where appropriate, as prescribed by the M ssissippi Departnent of

Education's hi gh school graduation requirenents, the state

institutions of higher |earning' s adm ssion requirenents, and as

described in the articul ati on agreenent authorized in Section

37-101-28, shall be counted as dual credit. The transcript of

such university course work may be rel eased to another institution
or used for college graduation requirenents only after the student
has received his high school diplona.

SECTI ON 22. Section 37-29-1, Mssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-29-1. (1) The creation, establishnent, naintenance and
operation of community and junior colleges is authorized.
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Community and junior colleges may admt students if they have
earned one (1) unit less than the nunber of units required for
hi gh school graduation established by State Board of Education
policy or have earned a General Education D ploma (GED) in courses
correlated to those of senior colleges or professional schools.
They shall offer education and training preparatory for
occupations such as agriculture, industry, business, honemaking
and for other occupations on the sem professional and
vocational -technical level. They may offer courses and services
to students regardl ess of their previous educational attainnent or
further academ c pl ans.

(2) The boards of trustees of the comunity and juni or
college districts are authorized to establish a dual enroll nment
program under whi ch high school students neeting the requirenents

prescribed in this section may enroll and receive dual credit at a

community or junior college while they are still attending high
school and enrolled in high school courses. Students may be
admtted to enroll in community or junior college courses under
the dual enrollnment programif they neet the foll ow ng recomended
adm ssion requirenents:
(a) Students nust have conpleted a m ni num of fourteen

(14) core high school units.
* %k

Students admtted in the dual enrollnment programshall be
counted for adequate education program fundi ng purposes in the
average daily attendance of the public school district in which
they attend high school. Any additional transportation required
by a student to participate in the dual enrollnent program shal
be the responsibility of the parents or |egal guardi ans of the
student. Grades and college credits earned by students admtted
to the dual enroll nment program shall be recorded on the coll ege
transcript at the comunity or junior college where the student
attends classes. The transcript of such coll ege course work may

be rel eased to another institution or used for coll ege graduation
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requi renents only after the student has received his high schoo
di pl ona.

(3) The boards of trustees of the community and juni or
college districts are authorized to establish an early adm ssion
program under whi ch applicants neeting all requirenents prescribed
in subsection (2)(a) through (c) and having a m ni nrum ACT

conposite score of twenty-four (24) or the equival ent SAT score

may be admtted as full-tinme college students if the principal or
gui dance counsel or of the student reconmmends in witing that it is
in the best educational interest of the student. Such
recommendation shall also state that the student's age will not
keep himfrom being a successful full-tinme college student.
Students admtted in the early adm ssion program shall not be
counted for adequate education program fundi ng purposes in the
average daily attendance of the school district in which they
reside, and transportation required by a student to participate in
the early adm ssion programshall be the responsibility of the
parents or |egal guardians of the student. G ades and coll ege
credits earned by students admtted to the early adm ssion program
shall be recorded on the college transcript at the conmunity or
junior college where the student attends cl asses, and nay be

rel eased to another institution or used for coll ege graduation
requi renents only after the student has successfully conpl eted one
(1) full senmester of course work.

(4) The community and junior colleges shall provide, through
courses or other acceptable educational neasures, the general
education necessary to individuals and groups which will tend to
make them capable of |living satisfactory lives consistent with the
ideal s of a denobcratic society.

SECTI ON 23. The follow ng provision shall be codified as
Section 37-15-39, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

37-15-39. (1) The purpose of this section is to ensure that
each student has a sufficient education for success after high

school and that all students have equal access to a substantive
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and rigorous curriculumthat is designed to challenge their m nds
and enhance their know edge skill
(2) For purposes of this section:

(a) "Advanced pl acenent course" nmeans any hi gh schoo
| evel preparatory course for a coll ege advanced pl acenent test
t hat:

(1) Incorporates all topics specified by
recogni zed advanced pl acenent authorities on standards for a given
subj ect area; and

(ii) 1s approved by recogni zed advanced pl acenent
authorities;

(b) "Dual enrollnment course" nmeans a postsecondary
| evel course(s) offered by state institutions of higher |earning
and community or junior colleges, upon successful conpletion would
qualify for academ c credit in both the postsecondary institution
and public high school;

(c) "Pre-advanced pl acenent course" neans a mddl e
school, junior high school or high school |evel course that
specifically prepares students to enroll and to participate in an
advanced pl acenent course;

(d) "Vertical teanmt nmeans a group of educators from
different grade levels in a given discipline who work
cooperatively to develop and inplenent a vertically aligned
program ai ned at hel pi ng students from di verse backgrounds acquire
the academ c skills necessary for success in the advanced
pl acenent program and ot her chall engi ng course work; and

(e) "Hi gh concentration of |owincone students," used
Wi th respect to a public school or public school district, neans a
public school or public school district that serves a student
popul ation fifty percent (50% or nore of whomare | owincone
i ndi viduals ages five (5) through seventeen (17) years froma
| ow-i nconme famly on the basis data on children eligible for the
free or reduced-price lunches under the National School Lunch Act,
data on children in famlies receiving assistance under Part A of
Title 'V of the Social Security Act, or data on children eligible
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to receive nedical assistance under the Medicaid program under
Title XIX of the Social Security Act, or through an alternate
net hod that conbi nes or extrapolates formthose data sets.

(3) (a) A teacher of an advanced pl acenent and/or
pre- advanced pl acenent course nust obtain appropriate training.

(b) The State Board of Education shall establish clear,
specific, and challenging training guidelines that require
t eachers of advanced pl acenent courses and teachers of
pr e- advanced pl acenent courses to obtain a recogni zed advanced
pl acenment authority endorsed training.

(4) (a) In order to ensure that each student has a
sufficient education for success after high school and that al
students have equal access to a substantive and ri gorous
curriculumthat is designed to challenge their m nds and enhance
their know edge skill, school districts should offer pre-advanced
pl acenment courses to prepare students for the demands of advanced
pl acenment course work.

(b) Subject to appropriation, beginning in 2007-2008
school year, all sophonores in Mssissippi's public schools shal
take an exam nation that nmeasures students' ability to succeed in
an advanced pl acenent course.

(c) The State Departnent of Education shall

(1) Approve all classes designated as pre-advanced
pl acenent cour ses;

(i1i) Develop rules necessary for the
i npl enentati on of advanced pl acenent courses;

(ti1) Seek federal funding through the Advanced
Pl acenent | ncentive Grant Program and ot her avail able funding; and

(itv) Focus funding with the intent to carry out
activities that target school districts serving a high
concentration of |owincone students.

(5) Subj ect to appropriation, beginning wwth the 2007-2008
school year, all school districts shall offer at |east one (1)
advanced pl acenent course in each of the four (4) core areas of
mat h, English, science and social studies for a total of four (4)
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courses. The use of the state's on-line Advanced Pl acenent
Instructional Programis an appropriate alternative or sone other
form of appropriate distance | earning source.

(6) Any high school offering the International Baccal aureate
D pl oma Programme shall be exenpt fromthe provisions of
subsection 5 of this section but shall have the right to
participate in teacher training and program fundi ng as any high
school offering advanced pl acenent courses.

SECTI ON 24. Section 37-16-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

37-16-7. (1) Each district school board shall establish
standards for graduation fromits schools which shall include as a
m ni mum

(a) Mastery of mninmum academ ¢ skills as neasured by
assessnents devel oped and adm nistered by the State Board of
Educat i on.

(b) Conpletion of a m ni mum nunber of academ c credits,
and all other applicable requirenents prescribed by the district
school board.

(2) A student who neets all requirenments prescribed in
subsection (1) of this section shall be awarded a standard di pl oma
in a formprescribed by the state board.

(3) The State Board of Education nay establish student
proficiency standards for pronotion to grade levels leading to
graduati on.

(4) For the purposes of awarding credit for graduation, the

State Board of Education nay approve the use of additional

assessnents or substitute tests for the correl ated M ssi ssipp

Curricul um Franewor k assessnent, such as acadeni c achi evenent

tests, industry certifications or state |icensure exam nations.

The State Board of Education nmay permt students participating in

vocati onal and techni cal education prograns designed to enable

such students to pass such industry certification exam nations or

state licensure exam nations to be awarded, upon obtai ni ng

satisfactory scores on such industry certification or |icensure
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exam nations, the appropriate verified units of credit for one or

nmore vocational and techni cal educati on cl asses whi ch have been

integrated into the M ssissippi Curriculum Franework. Such

industry certification and state |icensure exam nati ons may cover

rel evant classes related to the M ssissippi Curricul um Franmework

and nmay, at the discretion of the State Board of Educati on,

address sone M ssissippi Curriculum Framework for required

cl asses.
SECTI ON 25. Section 37-31-61, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

37-31-61. (1) For the devel opnent of industry-recogni zed

certifications, the State Board of Education shall incorporate

into its vocational education program a conparable curricul um

framewor k for nmathematics, science, English and social studies,

i ncluding history, and other subject areas as nay be appropriate.

The board may al so authorize, in its regulations for accrediting

public schools in M ssissippi, the substitution of industry

certification and state |licensure exam nations for the curriculum

framewor k assessnents for the purpose of awarding verified units

of credit for vocational education courses, where appropriate.

(2) In coordination with the Departnent of Enpl oynent

Security, there shall be established, within the Departnent of

Education, subject to funding, a unit of specialists in vocational

education. The unit shall (a) assist in devel oping and revising

| ocal vocational education prograns to integrate into the

M ssi ssi ppi Departnment of Education's curriculumframework, (b)

provi de professional devel opnent for vocational education

personnel to inprove the quality of vocational education, and (c)

seek the input of business and industry representatives regarding

the content and direction of the vocational education prograns in

t he public schools of M ssissippi.

(3) The trustees of such school district, as classified and
defined by law, including those already having this authority, and
the trustees of agricultural high schools and conmmunity/junior
colleges may, with the consent in witing of the State Board of

S. B. 2504
PACE 84



3001
3002
3003
3004
3005
3006
3007
3008
3009
3010
3011
3012
3013
3014
3015
3016
3017
3018
3019
3020
3021
3022
3023
3024
3025
3026
3027
3028
3029
3030
3031
3032
3033
3034
3035

Education, establish and conduct such schools, classes or courses,
under the provisions herein stated and under the general
supervi sion of the board.

SECTI ON 26. Section 37-31-69, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-31-69. (1) The school board of a |ocal school district,
inits discretion, may establish and inpl enent a vocati onal
apprenticeship programin the high schools in that district
t hrough whi ch students may earn high school units for vocationa

experience or an industry-recogni zed certification as defined in

Section 37-31-61 as an alternative to those high school units

requi red by the school district in addition to the core curricul um
defined by the State Board of Education. The purpose of a

vocati onal apprenticeship program established pursuant to this
section shall be to provide those students with skills and
training that will |ead to gainful enploynent in a trade or other

speci ali zed vocation or an industry-recogni zed certification.

(2) Students who participate in the vocationa

apprenticeship or an industry-recogni zed certification program

shall be required to conplete all high school units conprising the
core curriculum as defined by the State Board of Education

pursuant to Section 37-31-61. In addition, a student in the

vocati onal apprenticeship program may be awarded credit for an
additional eight (8) high school units earned through the

vocati onal apprenticeship or an industry-recogni zed certification

program which units shall apply toward, and nmust be recogni zed by
the State Board of Education in fulfillnment of, the |ocal school
district's graduation requirenents. Units nay be awarded in the
vocati onal apprenticeship program whereby a student gains actual
wor k experience through enploynent in a job approved by the | ocal
school district. The |ocal school district shall adopt policies
governing the participation of students in the vocati onal

apprenticeship or an industry-recogni zed certification program

(3) Students successfully conpleting a vocationa

apprenticeship or an industry-recogni zed certification program
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established pursuant to this section are entitled to a diplom
evi denci ng graduation froma high school in M ssissippi.

SECTI ON 27. Section 37-31-205, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-31-205. (1) The State Board of Education shall have the
authority to:

(a) Expend funds received either by appropriation or
directly fromfederal or private sources;

(b) Channel funds to secondary schools, conmunity and
junior colleges and regi onal vocational -technical facilities
according to priorities set by the board,

(c) Allocate funds on an annual budgetary basis;

(d) Set standards for and approve all vocational and

techni cal education prograns or an industry-recogni zed

certification programin the public school system and conmunity

and junior colleges or other agencies or institutions which
receive state funds and federal funds for such purposes,

i ncluding, but not limted to, the follow ng vocational and
techni cal education prograns: agriculture, trade and industry,
occupational honme econom cs, consuner and honmenaki ng educati on,

di stributive education, business and office, health, industrial
arts, guidance services, technical education, cooperative
education, and all other specialized training not requiring a
bachel or's degree, with the exception of prograns of nursing
educati on regul at ed under the provisions of Section 37-129-1. The
State Board of Education shall authorize |ocal school boards,

Wi thin such school board's discretion, to offer distributive
education as a one-hour or two-hour block course. There shall be
no reduction of paynments fromstate funding for distributive
education due to the selection of either the one-hour or two-hour
course offering;

(e) Set and publish |Iicensure standards for vocati onal
and techni cal education personnel. The State Board of Education
shal | recogni ze a vocational and technical education teacher's
wor k when school is not in session which is in the teacher's
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particular field of instruction as a neans for the teacher to
fulfill the requirenents for renewal of the teacher's |icense.

The board shall establish, by rules and regul ations, the
docunent ati on of such work which nust be submtted to the board
and the nunber of actual working hours required to fulfill renewal
requi renents. |If a vocational and technical education teacher who
does not have a bachelor's degree takes classes in fulfillnment of

| i censure renewal requirenments, such classes nust be in
furtherance of a bachel or's degree;

(f) Require data and information on program perfornmance
fromthose prograns receiving state funds;

(g) Expend funds to expand career information,;

(h) Supervise and maintain the Division of Vocational
and Techni cal Education and to utilize, to the greatest extent
possi ble, the division as the adm nistrative unit of the board
responsi bl e for coordinating prograns and services wth | ocal
i nstitutions;

(i) Utilize appropriate staff of the State Depart nent
of Education to performservices for the vocational student
organi zations, including, but not l[imted to, procurenent,
accounting services, tax services and banking services. The
departnent may al so procure and pay for annual audits of the
vocati onal student organizations using vocational funds or other
avail abl e funds of the State Departnent of Education. It is the
intent of this provision that any related costs be paid with
vocational funds appropriated by the Legislature;

(j) Promulgate such rules and regul ati ons necessary to
carry out the provisions of this chapter in accordance with
Section 25-43-1 et seq.;

(k) Set standards and approve all vocational and
techni cal education equi pnent and facilities purchased and/ or
| eased with state and federal vocational funds;

(1) Encourage provisions for lifelong | earning and

changi ng personal career preferences and advancenent of vocati onal
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and techni cal education students through articul ated prograns
bet ween hi gh schools and community and juni or coll eges;

(m Encourage the establishnent of new |inkages with
busi ness and i ndustry which wll provide for a better
under st andi ng of essential |abor market concepts;

(n) Periodically review the funding and reporting
processes required of |ocal school districts by the board or
division with the aimof sinplifying or elimnating inefficient
practices and procedures;

(o) Assist in the devel opnment of high technol ogy
prograns and resource centers to support current and projected
i ndustrial needs;

(p) Assist in the devel opnent of a technical assistance
program for business and industry which will provide for
industrial training and services, including the transfer of
information relative to new applications and advancenents in
t echnol ogy; and

(q) Enter into contracts and agreenents with the State
Board for Community and Junior Colleges for conditions under which
vocati onal and technical education prograns in comunity and
junior colleges shall receive state and federal funds which flow
through the State Board of Education for such purposes.

(2) It is the intent of the Legislature that no vocati onal
and techni cal education course or program existing on June 30,
1982, shall be elimnated by the State Board of Educati on under
the authority vested in paragraph (d) of subsection (1) of this
section prior to June 30, 1985. It is further the intent of the
Legi sl ature that no vocational and technical education teacher or
ot her personnel enployed on June 30, 1983, shall be discharged due
to licensure standards pronul gated by the board under paragraph
(e) of subsection (1) of this section, if any such teacher or
personnel shall have conplied with any newly published |icensure
standards by June 30, 1985. Nothing contained in this section
shall be construed to abrogate or affect in any manner the
authority of local public school districts or community and junior
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colleges to elimnate vocational and technical education courses
or progranms or to discharge any vocational and technical education
t eacher or other personnel.

(3) The State Board of Education and the State Board for
Communi ty and Junior Coll eges may provide that every vocati onal
and techni cal education course or programin M ssissippi my
i ntegrate academ ¢ and vocational -techni cal education through
coherent sequences of courses, so that students in such prograns

achi eve both academ ¢ and occupati onal conpetencies or an

i ndustry-recogni zed certification. The boards may expend federal

funds avail able fromthe 1990 Perkins Act, or other avail able

federal funds, for an industry-recognized certification through

the accreditation process and the teacher |icensure process.
SECTI ON 28. Section 37-31-207, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
37-31-207. (1) The State Board of Education shall have the
foll owi ng duties:

(a) To seek the best avail able projections of
enpl oynent and occupations for M ssissippi ans;

(b) To utilize these projections and ot her
considerations to set vocational and technical education
priorities;

(c) To utilize the services of all state agencies
havi ng informati on regarding the purposes of this chapter;

(d) To cooperate with the Governor's Ofice of Job
Devel opnment and Training and the Board of Econom c Devel opnent to
prevent duplication and provide continuity of enploynent and
trai ning services;

(e) To conduct evaluations of the success or failure of
vocati onal -techni cal prograns, including the extent to which
training actually leads to jobs in the field in which the student
was trained,

(f) Obtain and publish data and information on program
performance fromthose vocational -techni cal prograns receiving
state funds; and
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(g To notify local school districts and public
communi ty/junior colleges prior to March 1 annually of any
di sconti nuation of ongoi ng vocational prograns which woul d affect
the renewing of contracts with vocational personnel.

(2) The State Board of Education is directed to partner with

the State Board for Community and Juni or Col | eges and the

representatives of the business comunity appointed by the

Governor to establish the "Industry Certification Partnership"

program whose mssion it will be to devel op and inplenent a

program desi gned to encourage businesses in M ssissippi to offer

potential high school dropout students a senester scholarship at a

community or junior college for industry specific training after

their graduation in return for their prom se or conpact to stay in

school .

SECTION 29. (1) There is established a comm ssion to be

known as the "M ssissippi H gh School Redesign Conm ssion."”
(2) The comm ssion shall consist of four (4) nmenbers, who

shal |l serve ex officio, as follows:

(a) The CGovernor of the State of M ssissippi, who shal
serve as Chairman;

(b) The State Superintendent of Educati on;

(c) The Comm ssioner of the State Board for Comrunity
and Juni or Col | eges; and

(d) The Comm ssioner of Higher Education.

(3) The mssion of the M ssissippi H gh School Redesign

Comm ssion shall include, but not be limted to, the follow ng:

(a) Assess the dropout crisis in Mssissippi and
reconmend action steps to address it;

(b) Create a set of comon definitions for graduation
and dropout rates that can be used to conpare their progress
rel ative to other states;

(c) Facilitate agreenents to nmake the M ssissippi high
school experience nore neani ngful;

(d) To encourage nore rigor and relevance in the high
school experience;
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(e) Facilitate the transferability of education from
secondary to postsecondary institutions;

(f) Raise state awareness on the need for inproving
M ssi ssi ppi ' s high school s;

(g) Develop a series of best practices policy actions
state policymakers and | egislators can inplenent to achieve
systemw de high school reform and

(h) Convene town hall neetings around the state where
students, teachers, admnistrators and parents can tal k about high
school, the senior year and inpedinents to greater success.

(4) The comm ssion may prepare an annual report for the
consideration of the Chairnmen of the House and Senat e Educati on
and University and Col |l ege Conm ttees pertaining to the
information gathered in pursuit of their m ssion.

(5) The comm ssion nenbers shall neet at tinmes and pl aces
t hey deem necessary and use all available resources to fulfill its
m ssi on.

SECTI ON 30. Section 37-21-55, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

37-21-55. (1) The Interagency Advisory Conmttee for Early
Chi | dhood Services is created to devel op and nmake recommendati ons
to the Early Chil dhood Services |Interagency Coordinati ng Counci
est abl i shed under Section 37-21-53 as deened necessary to
i npl ement the council's responsibilities relating to all prograns
serving preschool children and their famlies in M ssissippi.

(2) The nmenbership of the Interagency Advisory Commttee for
Early Chil dhood Services shall be as foll ows:

(a) The Chairnmen of the Senate Education, Public Health
and Wl fare and Appropriations Commttees, or their Senate
desi gnees;

(b) The Chairnmen of the House Education, Public Health
and Wel fare and Appropriations Conmttees, or their House
desi gnees;

(c) A representative of the Governor;

S. B. 2504
PACE 91



3244
3245
3246
3247
3248
3249
3250
3251
3252
3253
3254
3255
3256
3257
3258
3259
3260
3261
3262
3263
3264
3265
3266
3267
3268
3269
3270
3271
3272
3273
3274
3275
3276
3277

(d) A representative of the State Departnent of

Educat i on;
(e) A representative of the State Departnment of Health;
(f) A representative of the Departnent of Human
Servi ces;
(g) A representative of the State Departnent of Menta
Heal t h;

(h) A representative of the State Departnent of
Rehabi litation Services;

(i) The followi ng representatives of the early
chi | dhood prof essi on:

(1) The President of the M ssissippi Head Start
Associ ati on;

(i1i1) Arepresentative froma regulated famly
child care hone network appointed by the Governor;

(ti1) Arepresentative froma |licensed child care
center appointed by the President of the Senate;

(tv) A representative froma public school
pr eki ndergarten program appoi nted by the Speaker of the House;

(v) A representative froma private schoo
pr eki ndergarten program appoi nted by the Governor;

(vi) A representative froma half-day church
sponsor ed prekindergarten program appoi nted by the Speaker of the
House;

(vii) A representative froma university or
col l ege early chil dhood program appoi nted by the President of the
Senat e;

(viii) Arepresentative of a tribal early
chi | dhood program appoi nted by the Governor;

(ix) A representative of an early chil dhood
pr of essi onal organi zati on appoi nted by the President of the
Senat e;

(x) A representative of an advocacy organi zation

appoi nted by the Speaker of the House; and
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(xi) A representative of a comunity or junior

col l ege early chil dhood program appoi nted by the Governor;

(j) A parent of a preschool -age child appointed by the
Gover nor

(k) A parent of a preschool-age child wth speci al
needs appoi nted by the Speaker of the House;

(I') A representative of the cooperative extension
servi ces appointed by the President of the Senate;

(m A physician who is a nenber of the M ssissipp
Chapter of the Anerican Acadeny of Pediatrics, appointed by the
Director of the University Mdical Center;

(n) The Director of the M ssissippi Public Education
Forum or his designee; and

(o) The Executive Director of the M ssissippi Economc
Council, or his designee.

To the extent possible, any representative of a state agency
designated to serve on the Interagency Advisory Commttee shall be
the sane individual designated to assist the Interagency
Coordi nating Council in performng its duties and
responsibilities.

(3) The advisory commttee shall neet upon call of the Early
Chi | dhood Services Interagency Coordinating Council before August
1, 2000, and the council shall appoint a chairman from anong the
nmenbership of the advisory commttee. The chairnman shall serve
for a one-year termand may be reappointed for subsequent terns.
The advi sory conm ttee shall adopt internal organizationa
procedures necessary for efficient operation of the advisory
commttee and may establish subcomm ttees for conducting specific
prograns and activities. Advisory conmttee procedures nust
include duties of officers, a process for selecting officers,
duties of subcomm ttees, quorumrequirenents for conducting
busi ness and policies for any staff. The nenbers of the Early
Chi | dhood Services Interagency Coordinating Council shal
desi gnate necessary staff of their departnents to assist the
advi sory conmttee in performng its duties and responsibilities.
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3313 The advisory conmttee shall neet and conduct business at | east
3314 quarterly. Quarterly neetings of the advisory commttee shall be
3315 open to the public, and opportunity for public comment nust be
3316 nmade avail able at each neeting. The staff of the advisory

3317 commttee shall notify all persons who request such notice as to
3318 the date, tinme and place of each neeting.

3319 (4) The Interagency Advisory Commttee for Early Chil dhood
3320 Services, in addition to responsibilities assigned by the Early
3321 Chil dhood Services Interagency Coordinating Council, shall perform
3322 each of the follow ng duties:

3323 (a) Assist in the inplenentation of the study conducted
3324 by the Task Force on the Devel opnent and | npl enentati on of

3325 Conprehensive Early Chil dhood Services in M ssissippi established
3326 under Laws, 1999, Chapter 584,

3327 (b) ldentify services to children which inpact early
3328 chil dhood devel opnent and educati on;

3329 (c) ldentify and reconmmend nethods to facilitate

3330 interagency coordination of service prograns for preschool

3331 children; and

3332 (d) Serve as a forumfor information exchange regarding
3333 recommendations and priorities in early childhood devel opnent and
3334 education. * * *

3335 (5) The Advisory Board of the Interagency Council, with the

3336 consent of a majority of its nenbers, shall encourage any state

3337 entity with early chil dhood responsibilities to be coordi nated

3338 through the Ofice of Children and Youth for the purposes of

3339 alignnent of the State of M ssissippi's early chil dhood

3340 educational efforts.

3341 (6) Beginning in July 1, 2005, the Advisory Board of the

3342 Interagency Council shall neet at the discretion of the Chairman

3343 of the Advisory Board to assess the appropriate criteria for

3344 determning, and inplenentation of, the educational conponents of

3345 the state's tiered rei nbursenent structure.

3346 SECTI ON 31. Section 37-9-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
3347 anended as foll ows:
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37-9-3. (1) Wthin the limts of the available funds, the
superi ntendent of schools of a school district shall recommend to
the school board thereof all noninstructional enployees to be
enpl oyed and nmay prescribe the duties thereof. Conpensation for
such enpl oyees may be paid fromany | awful funds.

(2) Fromand after July 1, 2006, to be eligible for

enpl oynent by a public school district as a school business

adm ni strator, the individual shall have one (1) of the foll ow ng

m nimum qual i fications: (a) certificate endorsed in School

Adm nistration with a mninmumof nine (9) specified senester hours

in accounting; or (b) a bachelors degree in a business-rel ated

curriculum (accounting, finance or business adm ni stration)

including a mninmumof nine (9) specified senmester hours in

accounting; or (c) a bachelors degree in a nonrelated area with a

m ni rum of twenty-four (24) senester hours of recommended

busi ness-rel ated courses, twelve (12) of which nust be in

specified courses; or (d) a graduate degree in a business-rel ated

field; or (e) be a licensed certified public accountant in

M ssi ssi ppi .

(3) Any person enployed by a public school district as a

school business adm ni strator on June 30, 2006, shall be exenpt

fromthe qualification requirenents of subsection (2).

SECTI ON 32. Beginning with the 2006- 2007 school year, any

student in Grades 7 through 12 enrolled in a public school of this
state shall not participate in any athletic programunl ess that
student maintains at |least a 2.0 grade point average on a 4.0
scale. The academ c rules for students participating in athletic
activities are as foll ows:

(a) At the end of each senester, the student nust have
mai ntai ned at |l east a 2.0 grade point average on a 4.0 scale with
no nore than one (1) failing grade.

(b) Any student that does not naintain at least a 2.0
grade point average on a 4.0 scale shall be placed on probation
status for the next senester. Any student that has two (2)
consecutive senesters with a grade point average of less than 2.0
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shall be ineligible for athletic participation until such tinme as
the student conpletes a senester and retains at |least a 2.0 grade
poi nt aver age.

(c) Students suspended from school are ineligible for
participation in extracurricular activities or practice during the
peri od of suspension.

(d) The I ocal school board shall establish a procedure
for nonitoring a student's eligibility including setting dates for
eligibility checks and probation weeks.

SECTION 33. (1) The Legislature recogni zes:

(a) The need for positive reinforcenent of higher
educati onal opportunities, social usages and conmunity comm tnent;

(b) That it is a difficult tinme in our society to raise
chil dren;

(c) That substance abuse, Internet pornography and
authority issues are a few of the chall enges faced each day;

(d) That our children are exposed to an environnent
where drugs, violence, sex, ill-gotten nonies and peer pressure
are an ever-present force that affects both their behavior and
perception of life; and

(e) That television, tel ephones, novies, radio and
vi deo ganes are devastating to our children's success.

(2) The Legislature believes that we nust correct the
problenms with our children and reverse this culture of failure
that | eads to truancy, drug abuse and poverty. The Legislature
bel i eves that we nust devel op an agenda that will help place life
in a positive and productive perspective for our children and
assi st our schools in dealing with the issues and probl ens that we
are currently facing within our comunities.

SECTI ON 34. Beginning with the 2005-2006 school year and

every school year thereafter, all school districts that were at
Level 3 or below during the 2001 school year according to the
M ssi ssi ppi Report Card as provided in Section 37-3-53 shall
i npl enent the foll owm ng prograns:

(a) School wunifornms;
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(b) Separation of the genders of students;

(c) Inplenenting distance |l earning in areas of
mat hemati cs, science, hone econom cs, social usage, business and
entrepreneurship if the district does not have a conpetent teacher
avai | abl e for these cl asses;

(d) Spelling bees, mathematics bees and science bees in
t hose perspective cl asses;

(e) Entrepreneurship conpetition,;

(f) Honmework assignnments every day in every class from
ki ndergarten through Grade 12. Honmework shall include, but is not
limted to, a mninumof five (5) vocabulary words to be | earned
fromeach cl ass every week, including howto spell, define and use
each word in a sentence;

(g Reading and witing curriculumthat is
devel opnental |y appropriate for kindergarten students; and

(h) Inplenmenting "4 for 4" Program a parent-|ed,
yout h-ori ented concept that enphasizes being involved in a
positive environnent. The famly as a whole conmts to no
tel evision, no tel ephones, no trashy nusic and no videos for "four
(4) hours for four (4) days" each Mnday through Thursday.

The comm ssion to study and report on the enhanced practices
and prograns to inprove student achievenent will also study the
af orenenti oned recomendati on.

SECTI ON 35. Beginning with the 2005-2006 school year and

every year thereafter, the State Departnent of Education shal
adopt a programto be followed by all school districts which shal
pronote the consunption of healthy foods and the adoption of a
healthy life-style by Mssissippi's school children.

SECTI ON 36. Students are allowed to participate in nonschool

cl ubs, groups, activities, sports, conpetitions, canps and clinics
at any time during the school year and sumrer, unless prohibited
by |l ocal school district policies.

SECTI ON 37. Except as otherw se provided by law, the State

Board of Education shall pronmulgate rules and regulations to
i npl enent the provisions of this act.
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SECTION 38. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2006.
Further, amend by striking the title inits entirety and

inserting in lieu thereof the foll ow ng:

AN ACT ENTI TLED THE "M SSI SSI PPl EDUCATI ON REFORM ACT OF
2005"; TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-19-7, M SSISSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE ADDI TI ONAL BASE COWMPENSATI ON FOR TEACHERS HOLDI NG LI CENSES
N CRI TI CAL SUBJECT AREAS, TO ESTABLI SH A M SSI SSI PPl PERFORVANCE
BASED PAY PLAN TO REWARD LI CENSED EDUCATI ON PERSONNEL AT SCHOOLS
SHOW NG | MPROVEMENT | N STUDENT TEST SCORES, TO PROVI DE ADDI TI ONAL
BASE COVPENSATI ON FOR MENTOR TEACHERS IN M DDLE SCHOOLS W TH
APPROVED CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 37- 3- 2,

M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT ANY TEACHER FROM ANY
STATE MEETI NG THE FEDERAL STANDARDS OF A HI GHLY QUALI FI ED TEACHER
SHALL BE ELI A BLE FOR A STANDARD LI CENSE I N M SSI SSI PPl ; TO AMEND
SECTI ONS 37-3-81, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE THAT THE
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON COORDI NATE W TH THE STATE' S EDUCATI ONAL
SERVI CE AGENCI ES; TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-11-53, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO PRESCRI BE CERTAI N CRI M NAL PENALTI ES FOR PARENTS WHO FAI L
TO ATTEND THEI R CHI LD S DI SCI PLI NE CONFERENCE; TO AMEND SECTI ON
37-3-4, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE THE STATE BOARD COF
EDUCATI ON TO ESTABLI SH STANDARDS AND GUI DELI NES THAT ARE
ACCEPTABLE ALTERNATI VES FOR CONTI NUI NG EDUCATI ON FOR LEVEL 4 AND 5
SCHOALS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-3-46, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
EXEMPT CERTAIN SCHOCOL DI STRI CTS FROM CERTAI N PERSONNEL APPRAI SALS;
TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-7-337, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM
TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-13-61, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE
THE LOCAL SCHOOL DI STRICTS TO FI X THE DATE FOR THE OPENI NG AND
CLOSI NG OF THE SCHOOL TERM TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-13-67, M SSI SS| PP
CODE OF 1972, TO REVI SE CERTAI N RESTRI CTI ONS ON SCHOLASTI C MONTH
AND SCHOOL DAY; TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-13-69, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO AUTHORI ZE LOCAL SCHOOL DI STRI CTS TO DESI GNATE SCHOOL

HOLI DAYS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-15-9, M SSISSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
REQUI RE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO MAKE RECOMMENDATI ONS TO
THE STATE LEG SLATURE REGARDI NG A POLI CY THAT WOULD ALLOW THE
STATE' S ACADEM CALLY CAPABLE STUDENTS TO BE EXEMPT FROM THE
COVPULSORY SCHOCL AGE LAW TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-17-11, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON
MAKE A REPCORT OF ALL THE EXEMPTED AND NONEXEMPTED PROCESS
STANDARDS TO CERTAI N AGENCI ES; TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-21-7,

M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO EXEMPT LEVEL 4 AND 5 SCHOOLS FROM
CERTAI N REPORTI NG REQUI REMENTS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-41- 53,

M SSI SSI PPI COCDE OF 1972, TO EXEMPT SCHOOL TRANSPORTATI ON VEHI CLES
FROM CERTAI N STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON REGULATI ONS; TO AMEND
SECTI ON 37-7-301, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO GRANT PUBLI C SCHOCL
DI STRI CTS THE PONER TO ADOPT ANY ORDER RELATI NG TO THE OPERATI ON
OF THE SCHOOL WHI CH IS NOT | NCONSI STENT W TH STATE LAW OR THE

M SSI SSI PPl CONSTI TUTI ON, W TH CERTAI N EXCEPTI ONS; TO AUTHORI ZE
LOCAL SCHOCL DI STRICTS TO CONTRACT W TH PRI VATE ENTITIES TO
PROVI DE CERTAI N NONI NSTRUCTI ONAL SERVI CES; TO AMEND SECTI ONS
25-11-103 AND 25-11-127, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, I N CONFORM TY;
TO AUTHORI ZE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO CREATE POCLI Cl ES
RELATI NG TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF STATEW DE VI RTUAL SCHOOLS; TO AMEND
SECTI ON 37-151-7, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT
CERTAI N DI STRI CTS BE EXEMPT FROM THE REQUI REMENT OF SUBM TTI NG A
PLAN ALTERI NG THE SCHOOL TERM BECAUSE OF CERTAI N DI SASTERS; TO
AMEND SECTI ONS 37-15-37 AND 37-29-1, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
RELATI NG TO HI GH SCHOCOL AND UNI VERSI TY OR COVMUNI TY COLLEGE DUAL
ENROCLLMENT PROGRAMS, TO REVI SE CONDI TI ONS FOR PARTI Cl PATION | N THE
PROGRAM AND TO CLARI FY THAT ALL COURSE WORK TAKEN UNDER THE
PROGRAM SHALL BE DUAL CREDI T; TO CCODI FY SECTI ON 37-15- 39,

M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO DI RECT SCHOOL DI STRI CTS TO OFFER

PRE- ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES AND TO PROVI DE THAT SUBJECT TO
APPROPRI ATI ONS BEG NNI NG | N THE 2007-2008 SCHOOL YEAR FOR ALL
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SOPHOMORES TO TAKE A NATI ONALLY RECOGNI ZED APTI TUDE TEST FOR
ADVANCED PLACEMENT CLASSES; TO AMEND SECTI ONS 37-16-7, 37-31-61,
37-31-69, 37-31-205 AND 37-31-207, M SSISSIPPI CODE COF 1972, TO
AUTHORI ZE AND DI RECT THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON AND THE STATE
BOARD FOR COVMUNI TY AND JUNI OR COLLEGES TO UTI LI ZE FEDERAL
WORKFORCE | NVESTMENT ACT AND OTHER FEDERAL FUNDS TO ESTABLI SH

| NDUSTRY SPECI FI C CURRI CULUM TO ALLOW STUDENTS TO RECEI VE

| NDUSTRY- RECOGNI ZED CERTI FI CATI ON VWHI LE COVPLETI NG THEI R HI GH
SCHOOL COURSE WORK, TO I NCLUDE SUCH COURSE WORK | N APPROPRI ATE
GRADUATI ON STANDARDS, TO DEVELCOP A UNIT OF SPECI ALI STS I N

VOCATI ONAL EDUCATI ON AS PART OF THE CURRI CULUM AND TO ESTABLI SH
PARTNERSH PS W TH THE PRI VATE SECTOR TO OFFER POTENTI AL HI GH
SCHOOL DROPOQUT STUDENTS A SEMESTER SCHOLARSHI P FOR | NDUSTRY

SPECI FI C TRAI NI NG AFTER GRADUATI ON; TO ESTABLI SH A M SSI SSI PPI

H GH SCHOOL REDESI GN COWM SSI ON AND PRESCRI BE | TS MEMBERSHI P, TO
STUDY THE RELEVANCE OF THE H GH SCHOOL EXPERI ENCE | N M SSI SSI PPI ;
TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-21-55, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO ENCOURAGE
STATE ENTI TI ES DEALI NG W TH EARLY CHI LDHOCD EDUCATI ON TO BE
COORDI NATED THROUGH THE ADVI SORY BOARD OF THE | NTERAGENCY ADVI SORY
COM TTEE FOR EARLY CHI LDHOOD SERVI CES TO BE ADM NI STERED BY THE
M SSI SSI PPl DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVI CES OFFI CE OF CHI LDREN AND
YOUTH AND TO AUTHORI ZE THE ADVI SORY COUNSEL TO ASSESS THE

EDUCATI ONAL COVPONENTS FOR THE STATE' S TI ERED REI MBURSEMENT
STRUCTURE FOR CHI LD CARE FACI LI TIES, TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-9-3,

M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE M NI MUM QUALI FI CATI ONS FOR
SCHOOL BUSI NESS ADM NI STRATORS EMPLOYED BY PUBLI C SCHOCL

DI STRICTS; TO PROVI DE THAT ANY STUDENT | N GRADES 7 THROUGH 12
ENRCLLED I'N A PUBLIC SCHOOL I N M SSI SSI PPl SHALL NOT PARTI Cl PATE
I N ANY ATHLETI C PROGRAM UNLESS THAT STUDENT MAI NTAI NS AT LEAST A
2.0 GRADE PO NT AVERAGE; TO REQUI RE CERTAIN SCHOOL DI STRICTS TO
| MPLEMENT PROGRAMS TO | MPROVE STUDENT ACHI EVEMENT, TO AUTHORI ZE
STUDENTS TO PARTI Cl PATE | N NONSCHOOL ACTI VI TI ES, UNLESS PROHI BI TED
BY THE LOCAL SCHOOL DI STRICT; TO AUTHORI ZE THE STATE BQOARD OF
EDUCATI ON TO PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS TO | MPLEMENT THE
PROVI SIONS OF THI'S ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

HRO3\ SB2504PH. J

Don Ri chardson
Clerk of the House of Representatives
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