M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005
By: Senator(s) Jordan, Thomas, Simons, To:  Rules

Butler, Walls, Jackson (11th), Horhn,
Frazi er, Harden

SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 36

1 A RESOLUTI ON COWENDI NG THE LI FE OF ROGERS HOMRD "R H. "

2 BEARDEN, OUTSTANDI NG PROFESSI ONAL EDUCATOR AND WORLD WAR |1 AND

3 KOREAN WAR VETERAN FROM TALLAHATCHI E COUNTY, M SSI SSI PPI, AND

4 EXPRESSI NG THE SYMPATHY OF THE LEGQ SLATURE.

5 VWHEREAS, Rogers Howard "R H. " Bearden, outstanding

6 professional educator and adm nistrator and World War 11 and

7 Korean War Veteran from Summer, Tall ahatchie County, M ssissippi,
8 departed this |ife on March 3, 2005; and

9 VWHEREAS, Rogers Howard "R H." Bearden was born March 26,

10 1918, in the PilgrimBlue Sl ough area of Sawyer Plantation near
11 Web, Mssissippi. He was the ol dest of eleven living children

12 born to the union of Gscar and Everlean (More) Bearden; and

13 VWHEREAS, he joined New PilgrimBaptist Church at ten years of
14 age, and becane increasingly active in the church as he grew

15 older. He later joined the A d Antioch Baptist Church where he
16 served as Superintendent and Adult Sunday School Teacher, Church
17 derk, and Chairman of the Deacon Board; and

18 WHEREAS, at 16 and in the sixth grade, his parents enrolled
19 himin Johnson Hi gh School, a private school operated by the AVE
20 Zion Church near Brazil, Mssissippi. In the Fall of 1937, his
21 famly noved to Charleston, M ssissippi, where he attended

22 Tallahatchie County Training School. Here he served in a nunber
23 of offices including Cass President and graduated as Sal utatorian
24 in May 1941, at the age of 23; and

25 VWHEREAS, upon conpl etion of high school, he was drafted into
26 the Arny and reported to Canp Shel by, M ssissippi on July 16,

27 1941. He underwent basic training at Canp \Weel er near Macon,

28 Ceorgia. In March 1942, he was transferred to Canp Benni ng,
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Ceorgia, where he joined the Oficer Candidate O ass and graduat ed
a Second Lieutenant of Infantry on March 29, 1942, later joining
Conmpany "K' 369th, 93rd Infantry Division, Fort Huachuca, Arizona
in June 1942. His unit later sailed to Guadal canal in the Sol onon
| sl ands, South Pacific Theater under the command of General
Dougl as McArthur. He also served on the Islands of Enmariau, New
Ceorgia, Mdrrotai and M ndanao in the Philippines. He comranded
Conpany "1" 369th Infantry in M ndanao as Captain where he engaged
in "nmopping up" operations in Mrotai and his unit was responsible
for the capture of an Quchi General. He returned to active duty
in 1951 to serve during the Korean War. He was assigned to
Conmpany "A" of the 102nd Infantry Regi nent in Augsburg, GCernmany.
He was |l ater transferred to the Intelligence "Order of Battle" G2
section of the 43rd Infantry Division in 1952. |In June 1954, he
was pronoted to the rank of Major in the Arny Reserve; and

WHEREAS, he returned to the states in May 1946 entering
Tuskegee Institute (now Tuskegee University) in June 1946 under
the GI. Bill and matriculated as an Agricultural student in
Agronony. He graduated from Tuskegee Institute in 1949 with a
Bachel or of Science Degree in Agriculture. He continued graduate
study at Tuskegee and received a Masters of Science Degree in
Agriculture in 1950, and a Masters of Education Degree in 1958.
Wil e at Tuskegee, he net and married Lela W Janes of Lisnman,
Al abama, on Novenber 13, 1948; and

WHEREAS, in the Fall of 1954, he becane Principal of the
Sol onon Chapel El enentary School in Phillip, Mssissippi. After
two years, he was made Principal of Tutwi l|ler H gh School, and when
West District H gh School opened with an enrollnent of 1300 in
grades one through twelve on Cctober 16, 1957, Bearden was its
first Principal. One of the nost notable events in his tenure as
Principal was April 23, 1973, when parts of the building were

devastated by a strong tornado. He served at West District
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through its many transitions until his retirement on July 1, 1982;
and

VWHEREAS, his professional honors and affiliations include:
Personalities of the South, Twelfth Edition; Tallahatchie County
Retired Teachers Association; State Health Planni ng Advi sory
Council; Grl Scouts of Anerica supporter; West Tall ahatchie
Associ ation of Educators; M ssissippi State Teachers Associ ation;
R H. Bearden Junior H gh School, named in July 23, 1995; Gamma Phi
Chapter of Al pha Phi Al pha Fraternity; Habitat for Humanity
Advi sory Board; and Tal |l ahatchie County Board of Education; and

VWHEREAS, living to celebrate his life are: his wife of 56
years, Lela Janes Bearden; three daughters, Cynthia Bearden
McAdory (John Thomas) of Mam, Florida, Marilyn Bearden Robi nson
(Ll oyd) of Menphis, Tennessee and Faye Bearden Wl ker (Charles) of
New Ol eans, Louisiana; grandchildren, Jocelynne Patrice MAdory,
Col unmbi a, M ssouri, John Bearden McAdory, Atlanta, Georgia, Donna
Lynette Neely, New Ol eans, Louisiana, Jillian Al exandria MAdory,
Atl anta, Ceorgia, and Meredith Alicia Robinson, Menphis,
Tennessee; his surviving siblings, Tanzil Bearden, Charl eston,
M ssi ssippi, Evelyn Tensley, Detroit, M chigan, Navois Bearden,
Topeka, Kansas, and Bennie J. Gooden, Detroit, Mchigan; and a
host of nieces, nephews, cousins, other relatives, students,
church nenbers and friends; and

WHEREAS, it is with sadness that we note the passing of this
respected M ssi ssi ppi an:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby conmmend the life of Rogers Howard "R H. " Bearden
out st andi ng professional educator, adm nistrator and Worl d War |
and Korean War Veteran and extend to his surviving famly the

synpat hy of the Legislature on his passing.
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92 BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
93 the famly of Rogers Howard "R H " Bearden, and be nmade avail abl e

94 to the Capitol Press Corps.
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