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Senator(s) Kirby, Frazier To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 589

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG THE CAREER OF LECGENDARY
PEARL H GH SCHOOL TRACK AND FI ELD COACH WOODY BARNETT AND
CONGRATULATI NG HM FOR HI S SELECTI ON AS THE 2004 NATI ONAL
CRCSS- COUNTRY COACH OF THE YEAR

VWHEREAS, Wody Barnett is in his 28th year as Director of
Athletics and Boys Track and Field Coach at Pearl Hi gh School; and

VWHEREAS, Coach Barnett, 51, started coaching cross-country
and track at Pearl in 1977, and he has been sel ected Coach of the
Year by the M ssissippi Association of Coaches seven tines; and

VWHEREAS, with 15 cross-country and 16 track chanpi onshi ps,
Wody Barnett was selected the 2004 National Federation of State
Hi gh School Associ ations National Coach of the Year in the sport
of boys cross-country; and

VWHEREAS, Barnett was selected fromthe NFHS Regi on that
i ncl udes Al abama, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, M ssissippi, North
Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee. He was then selected from
the ei ght regions across the country; and

VWHEREAS, coachi ng has been a passion of Barnett for nore than
34 years; and

VWHEREAS, under Coach Barnett's |eadership, Pearl H gh Schoo
has been in contention every year for the state title in both
cross-country and track. The boys cross-country teamwon its
si xth consecutive state chanpionship in 2004, and the girls won
their second straight. The boys teamhasn't |ost to a M ssissipp
school in 55 races; and

VWHEREAS, "He is an outstandi ng coach and well deserving,"

former Pearl standout and now Assi stant Coach CGeorge Kersh said,
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"Coach Barnett does a good job of letting athletes know he cares
about thent; and

VWHEREAS, persistence is how Barnett described his coaching
phi |l osophy. H's teans were not always the favorites going into
state neets, but they have dug deep to find heart, and that has
been how t hey have won. Looking at the great athletes he
produced, all went on to be outstanding runners, sone high school
and sone col |l ege; and

VWHEREAS, coaches are sone of the nost influential people in
children's lives, whether it be in a recreational |eague or at the
hi gh school 1evel; and

WHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this
| egendary Coach whose positive personality and character has
nol ded the lives of so many citizens in his community and in the
State of M ssi ssippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend the career of |egendary Pearl Hi gh School
Track and Field Coach Wody Barnett and congratulate himfor his
sel ection as the 2004 National Cross-Country Coach of the Year
chosen by the National Federation of H gh School Associations, and
extend to himand his famly the best w shes of the Legislature on
their future endeavors.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Coach Wody Barnett, forwarded to the Superintendent of Schools,

Dr. Stanley MIler, and be nmade available to the Capitol Press

Cor ps.
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