M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005
By: Senator(s) Mchel, Burton, Butler, To: Rules

Dawki ns, Dearing, Gordon, Hyde-Smith, Lee
(47th), Little

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 540

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON RECOGNI ZI NG THE POSTHUMOUS | NDUCTI ON
2 OF LEGENDARY SPORTSCASTER Bl LL GOODRI CH | NTO THE M SSI SSI PPI

3 SPORTS HALL OF FAME CLASS OF 2005.

4 VWHEREAS, the Jackson Touchdown Cl ub and M ssissippi Sports

5 Hall of Fane has unveiled the O ass of 2005 of the M ssissippi

6 Sports Hall of Fame, which features the posthunous induction of

7 legendary sportscaster, Bill Goodrich; and

8 WHEREAS, Bill Goodrich was an outstandi ng sportscaster who

9 served as play-by-play announcer for the Oe Mss Rebels, Southern
10 M ssissippi Golden Eagles, the Louisville Cardinals, the O enson
11 Tigers, and the ABA Kentucky Col onels; and

12 VWHEREAS, upon induction, he will becone the seventh sports

13 nmedia nenber of the M ssissippi Sports Hall of Fane; and

14 VWHEREAS, his trademark call was "Wew Hoo Mercy!"; and

15 WHEREAS, a native of Pennsylvania, who was raised in

16 Fond-Du-Lac, Wsconsin, and attended Wsconsin on a boxing

17 scholarship, Bill was an Arny veteran who took part in the D Day
18 Invasion in Wrld War 1l and received two Purple Heart medals, the
19 Bronze Star, Silver Star, and a Presidential G tation; and

20 VWHEREAS, Bill served as play-by-play announcer for Jackson
21 Central High School, H nds Junior College (now H nds Comrunity

22 College), and Jackson Senators Baseball Teamin the old

23 Sout heastern League from 1947-1952; and

24 VWHEREAS, he re-created road ganes from Wstern Uni on reports;
25 and

26 WHEREAS, Bill was the Sports Director at W.BT-TV and

27 play-by-play announcer for the Oe Mss Rebels from 1958-1965. He

S. C R No. 540 *SS01/R1241* N1/ 2
05/ SS01/ R1241
PAGE 1



28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57

called the action of three Rebel national chanpionship and SEC
title teans, worked the Gator Bow, the Cotton Bow, the
Bl uebonnet Bowl, and four Sugar Bowl s while announcing O e M ss
football ganes |led by M ssissippi Sports Hall of Fanme nenber Coach
John Vaught; and

VWHEREAS, he was the voice of the Censon Tigers from
1965-1969, TV Voice of the old ABA Kentucky Col onels franchise and
road radi o announcer for the Louisville Cardinals Basketball Team
from 1969- 1972, returned to Mssissippi in 1972 to WFOR Radio in
Hat ti esburg and becane | ongtine voice of Southern M ssissipp
Gol den Eagl e Footbal |, Basketball, and Baseball; and

WHEREAS, Bill nentored current Southern M ssissipp
pl ay- by-play voi ce John Cox and while at Southern M ssissippi, he
cal l ed ganes involving M ssissippi Sports Hall of Fane Coaches
P.W "Bear" Underwood and Bobby Collins; and

WHEREAS, Bill Goodrich passed away in 1999 at the age of 84;
and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this
out st andi ng sports personality who was part of the fabric of
sports in Mssissippi for decades and brought honor to the State
of M ssi ssippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby recogni ze the posthunous induction of |egendary
sportscaster Bill Goodrich into the M ssissippi Sports Hall of
Fanme, C ass of 2005, and extend to his surviving famly the best
w shes of the Legislature.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
the surviving famly of Bill Goodrich at induction cerenonies, and

be made available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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