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Senat or (s) King To: Veterans and Mlitary
Affairs; Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2139

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE STATE VETERANS AFFAI RS BOARD TO
ESTABLI SH, OPERATE AND MAI NTAIN A M SSI SSI PPl VETERANS CEMETERY,
VH CH SHALL BE KNOWN AS THE "M SSI SSI PPl VETERANS MEMORI AL
CEMETERY"; TO PROVIDE ELIGBILITY CRI TERIA FOR | NTERMENT; TO
PROVI DE THAT THE CEMETERY SHALL BE UNDER THE CONTROL AND
ADM NI STRATI ON OF THE STATE VETERANS AFFAI RS BOARD; TO AUTHORI ZE
THE STATE VETERANS AFFAI RS BOARD TO RECEI VE FEDERAL Al D AND ANY
G FTS, CONTRI BUTI ONS, BEQUESTS AND REI MBURSEMENTS TO ESTABLI SH
OPERATE AND MAI NTAIN A VETERANS CEMETERY; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) The State Veterans Affairs Board is

authorized to establish, operate and maintain a M ssissipp
veterans cenetery in this state, which shall be known as the
"M ssi ssippi Veterans Menorial Cenetery.”

(2) The State Veterans Affairs Board has the prinmary
responsibility for verifying eligibility for interment in the
veterans cenetery. Eligibility criteria for internent in the
cenetery is the sanme as required for internment in a nationa
cenetery as provided by federal |aw and rul es and regul ati ons
applicable thereto. However, to be eligible for internent a
veteran nust have been a | egal resident of the State of
M ssi ssippi for two (2) years imrediately prior to his death.

(3) The cenetery shall be under the control and
adm ni stration of the State Veterans Affairs Board.

(4) Applications for internent in the cenetery shall be
processed in accordance with rules and regul ati ons pronul gated by
the State Veterans Affairs Board.

(5) The State Veterans Affairs Board is designated as the
agency of this state to receive federal aid under Title 38 USC, as

anended, and is authorized to receive funds fromthe United States
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Department of Veterans Affairs or any other agency of the United
States authorized to grant or expend funds to assist a state in
establ i shing, operating and naintaining a veterans cenetery. The
board is authorized to receive gifts, contributions, bequests and
i ndi vi dual reinbursenents fromany source, the receipt of which
shal | not exclude any other source of revenue. Al funds received
by the board pursuant to this subsection shall be expended to
establish, operate and maintain a veterans cenetery in this state.
The State Veterans Affairs Board is authorized to enploy such
personnel as it nmay deem necessary to carry out its duties and
responsibilities under this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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