M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Representatives Akins, Gadd, Jennings, To: Rules
McBride, Pierce, Rogers (14th), Brown,
Bar net t

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 69

1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON RECOGNI ZI NG AND COMMENDI NG THE

2 VALUABLE CONTRI BUTI ONS OF JI M BARKSDALE AND THE BARKSDALE READI NG
3 INSTITUTE TO THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI .

4 VWHEREAS, M ssissippi native Jim Barksdale and his late wife,
5 Mssissippi native Sally Barksdal e, established the Barksdal e

6 Reading Institute in January 2000, with an endownent of $100

7 mllion; and

8 WHEREAS, this endownent, which is the |largest private

9 investnent in literacy in the nation's history, is designed to

10 inprove the reading scores of Mssissippi's public school

11 children before they |eave the third grade; and

12 VWHEREAS, a highly successful businessman, having served as
13 chief operating officer of FedEx Corporation, chief executive

14 officer of AT&T Wrel ess Corporation and president and chi ef

15 operating officer of Netscape Conmunications, Ji mBarksdale, who
16 received his B.A in business admnistration fromthe University
17 of Mssissippi, currently serves on the boards of several nmjor
18 conpani es across the country, including FedEx, Mayo dinic and

19 Sun Mcrosystens; and
20 WHEREAS, after wi tnessing the successes of reading reform
21 prograns in Texas and the "Success for All" prograns in Baltinore,
22 Maryl and, the Barksdal es becane convinced that such prograns could
23 have a neaningful inpact on the reading skills of children
24 nationw de; and
25 WHEREAS, a joint venture with the University of M ssissipp
26 School of Education, the M ssissippi Departnent of Education and
27 the state's seven other public university schools of education,
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the institute is designed to dramatically inprove the reading
skills of children through a systematic and direct inplenentation
of a research-based readi ng reform nodel; and

VWHEREAS, recogni zing that every child needs to be able to
read proficiently to be both an economcally and socially
producti ve nmenber of society, the Barksdales' gift has nade it
possible for Mssissippi's public schools, colleges and
universities to cone together to inplenent systematic reformin
t eachi ng school children to read; and

WHEREAS, because of the visionary efforts of Jimand Sally,
Bar ksdal e Reading Institute currently works in 70 school s around
the state and, since its inception, has worked with over
50, 000 children, sone 3,000 teachers in M ssissippi and has
expended over $30 nmillion on teacher training, provision of
tutors, books and other materials, parent outreach,
preki ndergarten efforts, after-school prograns, literacy research
and other literacy-related efforts; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we recognize this
i nformation nogul and phil ant hropi st whose i npeccabl e desire for
educati onal achi evenent has garnered himgreat distinction as the
literacy anbassador for the State of M ssissippi:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREI N, That we do hereby commend the val uabl e contributions of
Ji m Barksdal e and the Barksdal e Reading Institute to the State of
M ssi ssi ppi and extend our wi shes for continued future success.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to Ji mBarksdal e, the Barksdale Reading Institute and to

the nmenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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