M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2005

By: Representative Bentz To: Insurance; Public Health
and Human Servi ces

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1293

1 AN ACT TO REQUI RE HEALTH | NSURANCE POLI CI ES TO | NCLUDE

2 COVERAGE FOR FORMULA AND LOW PROTEI N MODI FI ED FOOD PRODUCTS

3 RECOMMENDED BY A PHYSI CI AN FOR THE TREATMENT OF A PATI ENT W TH

4  PHENYLKETONURI A OR AN | NBORN ERROR OF METABOLI SM TO PROVI DE THAT
5 THE COVERACGE SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO ANY GREATER DEDUCTI BLE OR

6 COPAYMENT THAN OTHER SI M LAR HEALTH CARE SERVI CES PROVI DED BY THE
7 POLICY, BUT MAY BE SUBJECT TO AN ANNUAL BENEFI T MAXI MUM AND FOR
8 RELATED PURPCSES.

9 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
10 SECTI ON 1. Al'l individual and group health insurance

11 policies providing coverage on an expense incurred basis,

12 individual and group service or indemity type contracts issued by
13 a nonprofit corporation, individual and group service contracts
14 issued by a health maintenance organi zation, all self-insured

15 group arrangenents to the extent not preenpted by federal |aw and
16 all managed health care delivery entities of any type or

17 description, that are delivered, issued for delivery, continued or
18 renewed on or after July 1, 2005, and shall provide benefits or

19 coverage for formula and | ow protein nodified food products

20 recomended by a physician for the treatnent of a patient with

21 phenyl ketonuria or an inborn error of metabolismwho is covered
22 under the policy. For purposes of this section, "low protein

23 nodified food products” neans foods that are specifically

24 formul ated to have | ess than one (1) gramof protein per serving
25 and are intended to be used under the direction of a physician for
26 the dietary treatnent of any inherited netabolic disease. Low

27 protein nodified food products do not include foods that are

28 naturally lowin protein. The coverage required by this section
29 shall not be subject to any greater deductible or copaynent than
30 other simlar health care services provided by the policy,
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contract or plan, but may be subject to an annual benefit nmaxi mum
of not | ess than Five Thousand Dol | ars ($5, 000.00) per covered
individual. Nothing in this section shall prohibit a carrier from
usi ng i ndividual case managenent or fromcontracting with vendors
of the formula and food products. This section shall not apply to
a suppl enental insurance policy, including a life care contract,
accident-only policy, specified disease policy, hospital policy
providing a fixed daily benefit only, Medicare supplenment policy,
| ong-term care policy, or any other supplenental policy. The
Comm ssi oner of Insurance may adopt rules as necessary to
i npl ement this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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