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Repr esent ati ve Shows To: Forestry

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1227

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-19-1, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT THE STATE FORESTRY COWM SSI ON MEMBERS SHALL SERVE
STAGGERED TERMS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 49-19-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

49-19-1. (1) (a) Until July 1, 2005, there shall be a

State Forestry Commi ssion conposed of nine (9) nenbers, who shal
be qualified electors of the state. The Dean of the School of
Forest Resources at M ssissippi State University shall be an ex
of ficio nmenber of the comm ssion, with full voting authority. The
Governor shall appoint eight (8) menbers, with the advice and
consent of the Senate, for a termof six (6) years. The Governor
shal | appoint one (1) menber from each congressional district as
constituted at the tine the appointnments are nade and shal
appoi nt the renmai nder of the menbers fromthe state at large. A
menber from a congressional district nust be a certified tree
farmer who owns eighty (80) or nore acres of forest land or a
person who derives a major portion of his personal income from
forest-rel ated business, industry or other related activities.
Menbers of the comm ssion fromthe state at |arge may or nay not
possess the sane qualifications as nenbers appointed fromthe
congressional districts.

(b) Fromand after July 1, 2005, ternms of all nenbers

then serving on the State Forestry Commr ssion, as provided in

subsection (1)(a) of this section, shall termnate, and the State

Forestry Conmi ssion shall be reconstituted as follows: The State
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Forestry Comm ssion shall be conposed of nine (9) nenbers, who

shall be qualified electors of the state. The Dean of the School

of Forest Resources at M ssissippi State University shall be an ex

of ficio nenber of the commission, with full voting authority. The

Governor shall appoint eight (8) nmenbers, with the advice and

consent of the Senate. Three (3) nenbers shall serve initial

terms of three (3) years. Four (4) nenbers shall serve initial

terms of four (4) years. One (1) nenber shall serve an initial

termof two (2) years. Al nenbers after the initial appointnent

shall serve for terns of four (4) years each. The Governor shal

appoi nt one (1) nenber from each congressional district as

constituted at the tine the appointnents are nade and shal

appoi nt the remai nder of the nenbers fromthe state at large. A

menber froma congressional district nust be a certified tree

farmer who owns eighty (80) or nore acres of forest land or a

person who derives a major portion of his personal incone from

forest-rel ated business, industry or other related activities.

Menbers of the comm ssion fromthe state at |arge nmay or nmay not

possess the sane qualifications as nenbers appointed fromthe

congressional districts.

(2) The nenbers of the comm ssion shall receive no annual
sal ary but each nenber of the conm ssion shall receive a per diem
pl us expenses and m | eage as authorized by | aw for each day
devoted to the discharge of official duties. No nenber of the
comm ssion shall receive total per diemin excess of twenty-four
(24) days' conpensation per annum

(3) |If a vacancy occurs in the office of an appoi nted nenber
of the comm ssion, the vacancy shall be filled by appointnent for
t he bal ance of the unexpired term

(4) The comm ssion shall elect fromits nmenbership a
chai rman, who shall preside over neetings, and a vice chairnman,
who shall preside in the absence of the chairman or when the

chai rnman i s excused.
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(5) The comm ssion shall adopt rules and regul ati ons
governing tines and places for neetings, and governing the manner
of conducting its business. Each nenber of the comm ssion shal

take the oath prescribed by Section 268 of the M ssissipp

Constitution and shall enter into bond in the amount of Thirty
Thousand Dol | ars ($30, 000.00) to be approved by the Secretary of
State, conditioned according to | aw and payable to the State of
M ssi ssi ppi before assum ng the duties of office.

(6) Any appointnent made to the comm ssion contrary to this
section shall be void, and it is unlawful for the State Fiscal
Oficer to pay any per diemor authorize the expenses of the
appoi nt ee.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2005.
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