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Represent ati ve Moak To: Judiciary A

HOUSE BI LL NO. 296

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 9-5-7, 9-5-13, 9-5-22, 9-5-40 AND
9-5-54, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE FOR ELECTI ON BY PCSTS
OF CHANCELLORS | N CERTAI' N CHANCERY COURT DI STRI CTS; TO AMEND
SECTIONS 9-7-7, 9-7-14, 9-7-20, 9-7-32, 9-7-39, 9-7-42, 9-7-44,
9-7-46 AND 9-7-54, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE FOR POSTS
IN THE FIRST, TH RD, FIFTH, TENTH, FOURTEENTH, FI FTEENTH,

SI XTEENTH AND TVENTI ETH Cl RCUI' T COURT DI STRI CTS; TO BRI NG FORWARD
SECTI ON 9-7-45, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, FOR PURPOSES OF
AVENDMENT; TO AMEND SECTI ONS 23-15-982 AND 23-15-983, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, IN CONFORM TY THERETO, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 9-5-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-5-7. There shall be three (3) chancellors for the First

Chancery Court District. For purposes of appointnent and el ection

the three (3) chancell orshi ps shall be separate and distinct and

denom nated for purposes of appointnment and el ection only as

"Pl ace One," "Place Two" and "Place Three."

SECTION 2. Section 9-5-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-5-13. (1) There shall be three (3) chancellors for the
Third Chancery Court District.

(2) The chancellor of Subdistrict 3-1 shall be elected from
DeSot o County. The two (2) chancellors of Subdistrict 3-2 shal
be el ected from Grenada County, Montgonery County, Panola County,

Tate County and Yal obusha County. For purposes of appointnent and

el ection the two (2) chancellorships in Subdistrict 3-2 shall be

separate and distinct and denom nated for purposes of appoint nent

and election only as "Place One" and "Place Two."

SECTION 3. Section 9-5-22, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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9-5-22. There shall be two (2) chancellors for the Sixth

Chancery Court District. For purposes of appoi ntnent and el ection

the two (2) chancell orshi ps shall be separate and distinct and

denom nated for purposes of appointnent and el ection only as

"Pl ace One" and "Place Two."

SECTION 4. Section 9-5-40, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:
9-5-40. There shall be two (2) judges for the Twelfth

Chancery Court District. For purposes of appoi ntnent and el ection

the two (2) judgeshi ps shall be separate and di stinct and

denom nated for purposes of appointnent and el ection only as

"Pl ace One" and "Place Two."

SECTION 5. Section 9-5-54, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:
9-5-54. There shall be two (2) chancellors for the

Ei ghteenth Chancery Court District. For purposes of appointnment

and el ection the two (2) chancell orshi ps shall be separate and

di stinct and denom nated for purposes of appointnment and el ection

only as "Place One" and "Place Two."

SECTION 6. Section 9-7-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:
9-7-7. (1) There shall be three (3) judges for the First

Circuit Court District.

(2) For the purposes of appointnment and el ection the three

(3) judgeships shall be separate and distinct and denom nated for

pur poses of appoi ntnent and el ection only as "Place One," "Place

Two" and "Place Three."

SECTION 7. Section 9-7-14, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-7-14. (1) There shall be two (2) circuit judges for the
Third Crcuit Court District.

(2) For the purposes of appointnment and el ection the two (2)

judgeshi ps shall be separate and di stinct and denom nated for
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pur poses of appoi ntnent and el ection only as "Place One" and

"Pl ace Two."

SECTI ON 8.

Section 9-7-20, M ssissipp

anended as foll ows:

9-7-20. (1)

There shall be two (2) judges for the Fifth

Circuit Court District.

Code of 1972,

is

(2) For the purposes of appointnment and el ection the two (2)

j udgeshi ps shal

be separate and distinct and denom nated for

pur poses of appoi ntnent and el ection only as "Place One" and

"Pl ace Two."

SECTI ON 9.

Section 9-7-32, M ssissipp

anended as foll ows:

9-7-32. (1)

There shall be two (2) judges for the Tenth

Circuit Court District.

Code of 1972,

is

(2) For the purposes of appointnment and el ection the two (2)

j udgeshi ps shal

be separate and distinct and denom nated for

pur poses of appoi ntnent and el ection only as "Place One" and

"Pl ace Two."

SECTI ON 10.

Section 9-7-39, M ssissipp

anended as foll ows:

9-7-39. (1)

Code of 1972,

is

The Fourteenth Circuit Court District shal

conprised of the foll ow ng counti es:

(a) Li
(b) Pi
(c) wa

(2) There s

Court District.

ncol n County;
ke County; and
[thall County.

be

hall be two (2) judges for the Fourteenth Crcuit

(3) For the purposes of appointnment and el ection the two (2)

j udgeshi ps shal

be separate and distinct and denom nated for

pur poses of appoi ntnent and el ection only as "Place One" and

"Pl ace Two."

SECTI ON 11.

Section 9-7-42, M ssissipp

anended as foll ows:
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9-7-42. (1) There shall be two (2) judges for the Fifteenth

Circuit Court District.

(2) For the purposes of appointnment and el ection the two (2)

judgeshi ps shall be separate and di stinct and denom nated for

pur poses of appoi ntnent and el ection only as "Place One" and

"Pl ace Two."

SECTI ON 12. Section 9-7-44, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-7-44. (1) There shall be two (2) judges for the Sixteenth
Circuit Court District.

(2) For the purposes of appointnment and el ection the two (2)

judgeshi ps shall be separate and di stinct and denom nated for

pur poses of appoi ntnent and el ection only as "Place One" and

"Pl ace Two."

SECTI ON 13. Section 9-7-45, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:
9-7-45. The Seventeenth Circuit Court District shall be
divided into two (2) subdistricts as foll ows:
(a) Subdistrict 17-1 shall consist of DeSoto County;
and
(b) Subdistrict 17-2 shall consist of Panola County,
Tal | ahat chie County, Tate County and Yal obusha County.
SECTI ON 14. Section 9-7-46, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
9-7-46. (1) There shall be three (3) circuit judges for the
Seventeenth Circuit Court District.
(2) For the purpose of appointnent and el ection, the three
(3) judgeships shall be separate and distinct, and one (1) judge

shall be elected from Subdistrict 17-1 and two (2) judges shall be

el ected from Subdistrict 17-2. The two (2) judgeships in

Subdi strict 17-2 shall be separate and di stinct and denom nat ed

for purposes of appointnent and el ection only as "Place One" and

"Pl ace Two."
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SECTI ON 15. Section 9-7-54, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-7-54. (1) There shall be two (2) judges for the Twentieth
Circuit Court District.

(2) For the purposes of appointnment and el ection the two (2)

judgeshi ps shall be separate and di stinct and denom nated for

pur poses of appoi ntnent and el ection only as "Place One" and

"Pl ace Two."

SECTI ON 16. Section 23-15-982, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-982. (1) Mjority of vote equals any excess of the
total vote for all candi dates divided by the nunber of judgeships
to be filled divided by two (2).

If sonme or all candidates in a nultijudge el ection do not
receive a mgjority of the vote, then candi dates equal in nunber to
tw ce the nunber of remaining positions to be filled and having
t he hi ghest votes shall run in a runoff election. |In such event,
if there is not a sufficient nunber of remaining candi dates equal
to twice the nunber of remaining positions to be filled, then al
remai ni ng candi dates shall run in the runoff election.

(2) Any tie votes which require resolution to determ ne who
shall enter a runoff election shall be determ ned by the
conmmi ssioners of election in the manner prescribed by Sections
23-15-601 and 23- 15-605.

Candi dates equal to the remaining nunber of positions to be
fill ed who have the highest votes in the runoff election are
el ect ed.

Any tie votes which nust be determned in order to decide who
is elected as a result of a runoff election shall be determ ned by
the State El ection Comm ssion in the manner prescribed by Sections
23-15-601 and 23- 15-605.

(3) The provisions of this section shall apply only to

districts and subdistricts which are nultijudge districts except
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for the First, Sixth, Ei ghth, Tenth, Twelfth, Sixteenth,

Ei ghteenth and Twentieth Chancery Court Districts and Subdistrict

3-2 of the Third Chancery Court District and the First, Second,

Third, Fifth, Ei ghth, Tenth, Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Sixteenth,

Subdi strict 17-2 of the Seventeenth Circuit Court D strict,

Ni neteenth and Twentieth Crcuit Court Districts.

SECTION 17. Section 23-15-983, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-983. At the general election, the candi dates equal to
t he nunber of positions to be filled and having the highest votes
shal | be el ected.

Any tie votes in the general election which nust be resol ved
in order to determne who is elected shall be resolved in the
manner prescribed by Sections 23-15-601 and 23-15-605.

The provisions of this section shall apply only to districts
and subdi stricts which are nultijudge districts except for the

First, Sixth, Eighth, Tenth, Twelfth, Sixteenth, Ei ghteenth and

Twenti eth Chancery Court Districts and Subdistrict 3-2 of the

Third Chancery Court District and the First, Second, Third, Fifth,

Ei ghth, Tenth, Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Sixteenth, Subdistrict 17-2

of the Seventeenth Circuit Court District, N neteenth and

Twentieth Grcuit Court Districts.

SECTI ON 18. The Attorney CGeneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 19. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended, whichever date is

| ater.
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