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Senator(s) Little, Chaney To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 501

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE CAREER OF DEDI CATED
PUBLI C SERVI CE OF FORMER REPRESENTATI VE CHARLES M ( CHARLI E)
DEATON OF GREENWOOD, M SSI SSI PPI, UPON THE OCCASI ON OF HI' S
RETI REMENT FROM THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON.

VWHEREAS, a native of G eenwood, M ssissippi, forner
Representative Charles M (Charlie) Deaton has been a nenber of
the M ssissippi Board of Education since 1987. |In addition to the
termhe is currently serving as Chair, he served as Chairman of
the M ssissippi Board of Education fromJuly 1994 to June 1996;
and

VWHEREAS, for the past 44 years, the seasons of Charles
Deaton's political life have revolved around the State Capitol.

It was there, in January 1960, that Deaton began his career in the
Legislature that would roll through civil rights fights, into

| egi slation to update and renovate the state park system and
toward educational reform and

VWHEREAS, his five terns there would take himto top jobs,
both political and civic. He becane Chairman of the House
Appropriations Conmittee, Chairman of the Mssissippi Wldlife
Heritage Conmi ssion, Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the
State Public Enpl oyees Retirenent System He served on the
Advi sory Board of the M ssissippi Small Business Devel opnent
Center, on the M ssissippi Research and Devel opnent Council and on
the M ssissippi Budget and Accounting Conmm ssion; and

VWHEREAS, in 1980, Deaton ran for Governor and failed to make
it through the Denocratic primary, but he joined the staff of Gov.

WlliamWnter and later, Gov. Bill Allain. He served eight years
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as a Senior Aide, working mainly in the areas of econom c
devel opnent, natural resources and transportation; and

VWHEREAS, an Attorney for the law firmof Brewer, Deaton and
Bowmran, Deaton graduated from G eenwod H gh School, received a
Bachelor's Degree from M || saps College and a | aw degree fromthe
Uni versity of M ssissippi; and

WHEREAS, Charlie entered M| I saps College in Septenber of
1949, but along with nmany of his classmates had to go into the
service in January 1951. He and Mary Dent married in August of
that same year, but she chose to stay and graduate from M I | saps
during his Navy career and then to teach in G eenwod for two
years before his returning to MII|saps, during which tinme she
taught in Jackson. He then entered Oe Mss Law School, taking
time out in 1956 to serve as Legislative Assistant to Congressnman
Frank Smth in Washi ngton, while attendi ng George Washi ngt on
Uni versity School of Law, and

VWHEREAS, as a part of the Wnter adm nistration, he was
involved in the Education Reform Act of 1982 and as a nenber of
the State Board of Education, he continued to press for
i nprovenent in education to pave the way for a better devel oped
econony; and

VWHEREAS, he served as a nenber of the Board of Directors for
t he Bank of Conmmerce in G eenwood, the M ssissippi Board of
Trustees for The Nature Conservancy, and as a nenber of the
M ssi ssi ppi Water Resources Managenent Pl anni ng Conm ssion; and

VWHEREAS, the Deatons have three children: Charles Il, who is
an Episcopal Priest; and two daughters, Beverly Di ane and Dara
Lane; and

VWHEREAS, Charles Deaton's service in state governnent has
been exenplified by sound judgnent, firmess and credibility, and
we are grateful for his | egacy of service in state governnent:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF

M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
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we do hereby conmmend and congratul ate former Representative
Charles M (Charlie) Deaton of G eenwodod, M ssissippi, on the
occasion of his retirement fromthe State Board of Education after
44 years of dedicated public service, and wish he and his wfe,
Mary, the best as he returns to private life.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Charlie Deaton and his famly, be forwarded to the State Board of

Educati on, and be nade avail able to the Capitol Press Corps.
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