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By: Representatives Mrris, To: Rules

Hol | and, Eaton, AKkins,

Bai |l ey, Barnett, Bl acknon,

Broonfield, Brown, Burnett,

Cal houn, dark, d arke,

Col eman (65th), Espy, Fillingane, Flaggs, Flem ng, Fornby, Franks,
Gadd, G bbs, Harrison, Hines, |Ishee, Markham Martinson

Mast erson, Mayo, McCoy, Ml es, Mak, More, Mss, Myers, Parker,
Perani ch, Perkins, Pierce, Reed, Reynolds, Robinson (63rd), Rogers
(14th), Scott, Smth (27th), Smth (39th), Staples, Stevens,
Stringer, Sullivan, Taylor, Warren, Watson, Wi ttington, Wods,
Young, Evans, Patterson, Bounds, Rotenberry, Thomas, Arinder,

Vi nce, Hudson, Turner, Fredericks, Horne, Straughter, Frierson,

M ddl eton, Ellis, Mntgonery, Coleman (29th), Ward, N chol son

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 10

A RESCLUTI ON REQUESTI NG THE GOVERNOR TO EXPAND THE CALL OF
THE FI RST EXTRAORDI NARY SESSI ON OF 2004 TO | NCLUDE LEG SLATI ON
THAT W LL REINSTATE MEDI CAID ELIG BILITY FOR THE POVERTY LEVEL
AGED OR DI SABLED ( PLAD) GROUP.

VWHEREAS, the Medi caid program provides a conprehensive system
of health care services to approximately 720,000 M ssi ssi ppi ans,
whi ch services are vital to the health and well-being of nobst of
t hose i ndividuals; and

VWHEREAS, because of the significant budgetary pressures
before and during the 2004 | egislative session, the Executive
Branch proposed, as a cost-saving neasure, to renove the 65, 000
individuals in the Poverty Level Aged or Disabled (PLAD) group
fromMedicaid eligibility and nove themto the federal Medicare
program and

VWHEREAS, during the wani ng days of the 2004 session, in order
to prevent the repeal of the Division of Medicaid, the House of
Representatives reluctantly agreed to renove the PLADs from
Medicaid eligibility on July 1, 2004, after providing for federal
wai vers to cover the 5,000 PLADs not eligible for Medicare and
certain other chronically ill PLADs; and

VWHEREAS, al t hough nost of the PLADs will be covered under
Medi care, their loss of Medicaid eligibility will significantly
i npact the availability and quality of the health care that they
will receive, particularly the nunber of vitally needed
prescription drugs, and nost of themw || face increased costs for

many of their health care services; and
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WHEREAS, there will be nmajor costs to the health care system
in Mssissippi after the PLADs are no | onger on Medicaid, because
many hospitals and other providers will be forced to bear the
health care costs not covered by Medicare for a | arge nunber of
t hose individuals; and

VWHEREAS, al though federal lawwll require the state to
renove the PLADs from Medicaid eligibility by January 2006, or pay
the total cost for the PLADs with state funds, we believe that
this group of Iowincone elderly and disabl ed individuals should
be kept on the Medicaid rolls at the present tine, because of the
great hardships that will be inposed on themby the transition to
Medi car e:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we request the
Governor to expand the call of the First Extraordi nary Session of
2004 to include legislation that will reinstate Medicaid
eligibility for the Poverty Level Aged or D sabled (PLAD) group.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be

provi ded to Governor Hal ey Barbour and to nenbers of the Capitol

Press Corps.
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