M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

Senat or (s) Harden, Frazier, Thonas, To: Rules

Jackson (11th), Robertson, Wite
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SENATE RESOLUTI ON NO. 44

A RESCLUTI ON COMMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG MR, SOLLI E B.
NORWOOD, DI RECTOR OF THE DI VI SI ON OF COMVUNI TY SERVI CES OF THE
M SSI SSI PPl DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVI CES, FOR BEI NG SELECTED AS
THE "PARENT OF THE YEAR' IN THE JACKSON PUBLI C SCHOOLS.

VWHEREAS, while attending a Jackson Minici pal Separate School
Board nmeeting, M. Sollie B. Norwood was surprised with the news
that he was bei ng honored as Jackson's "Parent of the Year" for
2004; and

VWHEREAS, M. Norwood will represent Jackson in the State
"Parent of the Year" Contest as the 2nd Congressional District
finalist, and the winner will be announced in |late May at an event
coordi nated by the State Departnment of Education; and

WHEREAS, M. Norwood is currently the Director of the
Di vision of Community Services with the M ssissippi Departnent of
Human Services, and is responsible for the managenent of four
statewi de prograns budgeted at $26 MIlion Dollars. M. Norwood
has extensive training and tenure in the devel opnment of comrunity
services related projects. He has done additional training for
non profit staff and board nmenbers in policies, procedures and
program objectives. He is a certified trainer for the Pacific
Institute, trained by the National Center for Fathering to conduct
f at herhood sem nars; and

VWHEREAS, M. Norwood was born in Rankin County, Florence,

M ssi ssi ppi, attended Good Hope El enentary School and graduated
from R chland H gh School. He received a B.S. Degree in Soci ol ogy
and a Masters Degree in Guidance and Counseling from Jackson State

University. M. Norwood is a 33rd Degree Mason, a Shriner and a
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nmenber of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity and is a nenber of New Hope
Bapti st Church on Watkins Drive in Jackson, M ssissippi; and

VWHEREAS, He is married to Joan Wnters Norwood. They have
two children, Sollie Il, 17 years old, and Ashley, 12 years ol d.
Sollie Il attends JimH Il H gh School where he plays basket bal
and Ashl ey attends Peeples Mddle School. M. Norwood is
President of the JimH Il Boys Basketball Booster C ub and
vol unteers at Peeples M ddl e School; and

VWHEREAS, M. Norwood supports children in the district as a
whol e, hel ping other parents patrol hallways and organi ze
parent -teacher-student events, but as Sollie states: "No matter
how much | do, | can't do enough"; and

WHEREAS, it is with pride that we recognize this parent who
wor ks hard for his children and the children in his community, and
who has brought honor to his school district and to the State of
M ssi ssi ppi :

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, That we do hereby commend and congratulate M. Sollie
B. Norwood of Jackson, M ssissippi, Executive Director of the
D vision of Cormunity Services of the M ssissippi Departnent of
Human Services, for being selected "Parent of the Year" in the
Jackson Muni ci pal Separate School District, and extend to himand
his famly the best wi shes of the Senate for success in the state
conpetition and in their future endeavors.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
M. Norwood and be nade available to the State Board of Education

and the Capitol Press Corps.
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