M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Senator(s) Hyde-Smith, Dearing, Frazier, To: Rules
Har den
SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 605
1 A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COMVENDI NG THE M SSI SSI PPl DENTAL
2 ASSOCI ATI ON AND THE UNI VERSI TY OF M SSI SSI PPI SCHOOL OF DENTI STRY
3 FOR SPONSORI NG THE SECOND ANNUAL AMERI CAN DENTAL ASSCCI ATI ON' S
4 "GAVE KIDS A SM LE" PROGRAM WH CH EMPHASI ZES THE NEED TO | MPROVE
5 ACCESS TO DENTAL CARE FOR ALL CH LDREN, AND THANKI NG THE DENTI STS
6 OF THE M SSI SSI PPI DENTAL ASSOCI ATI ON AND OTHER VOLUNTEERS FOR
7 DONATING THEIR TI ME AND ABI LI TIES TO PROVI DE DENTAL CARE TO
8 UNDERPRI VI LEGED CHI LDREN OF M SSI SSI PPI .
9 VWHEREAS, access to dental care for children is vital to the
10 overall health and devel opnment of children; and
11 VWHEREAS, tooth decay is the nost chronic chil dhood di sease;
12 and
13 VWHEREAS, when tooth decay goes untreated, thousands of
14 children experience poor eating habits, mss days in school,
15 suffer decreased attention when attending school and are unable to
16 smle; and
17 VWHEREAS, a vast mmjority of children who are consi dered
18 underprivileged and eligible for Mssissippi Medicaid and the
19 Mssissippi State Children's Health Insurance Programare three to
20 five tinmes nore likely to suffer fromuntreated tooth decay as
21 conpared to other children; and
22 VWHEREAS, the participation of M ssissippi Dental Association
23 dentists and other volunteers in the second annual "G ve Kids a
24 Smle" program established and sponsored by the Anerican Dent al
25 Association and held this year on February 6, 2004, serves to
26 remnd people in Mssissippi and the United States about the need
27 to end untreated chil dhood dental disease; and
28 VWHEREAS, the dentists of the M ssissippi Dental Association
29 provided dental treatnment for nore than 1,297 M ssi ssippi
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school -aged children in this 2004 "Gve Kids a Smle" initiative;
and

WHEREAS, the generous support of many individuals, groups and
corporations, including the University of M ssissippi School of
Dentistry, the M ssissippi Dental Association, Crest Health Smles
2010, Sullivan Schein Dental, the UMC School of Health Rel ated
Prof essi ons Departnent of Dental Hygiene, the M ssissippi State
Departnent of Health, the UMC- ACT Tobacco Educati on Resource
Center, the Jackson Medical Mall Foundation, Troop 257 of the Grl
Scouts of Anerica, Captek Precious Metals, Wnstead Dental
Laboratory and Patterson Dental Supply nade this year's "G ve Kids
a Smle" program successful:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
the M ssissippi Legislature hereby comends and congratul ates the
M ssi ssi ppi Dental Association for its efforts inthe "Gve Kids a
Sm | e" program enphasizes the need to i nprove access to dental
health care for children, and thanks the many health care
prof essionals and ot hers who volunteered their tine and abilities
to bring a smle to the faces of hundreds of M ssi ssippi
school -aged children during "G ve Kids a Sm | e" day.

BE | T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That the Legi sl ature hereby extends
its thanks to the University of M ssissippi School of Dentistry,
UMC School of Health Rel ated Professions Departnent of Dental
Hygi ene, Crest Healthy Smles 2010, Sullivan Schein Dental,

M ssi ssi ppi State Departnent of Health, the UMC- ACT Tobacco
Educati on Resource Center, the Jackson Medical Mill Foundati on,
Troop 257 of the Grl Scouts of Anmerica, Captek Precious Mtals,
W nstead Dental Laboratory and Patterson Dental Supply for their
part in making the program successful.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be forwarded to

the Dean of the University of M ssissippi School of Dentistry and
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62 the President of the M ssissippi Dental Association, and be nade

63 available to the Capitol Press Corps.
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