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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 539

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON COVMENDI NG AND CONGRATULATI NG THE
SQUTH PANOLA H GH SCHOOL " TI GERS' FOOTBALL TEAM FOR THEI R 2003
MHSAA CLASS 5A STATE CHAMPI ONSHI P AND FOR THEI R QUTSTANDI NG
UNDEFEATED SEASON.

VWHEREAS, the 9th nationally ranked South Panola H gh School
"Tigers" Football Team (15-0) dom nated and crushed the Gak G ove
Warriors (14-1) for the MHSAA C ass 5A State Chanpionship by a
score of 33-14 on Friday, Decenber 5, 2004; and

VWHEREAS, for the third time in six tries in 10 years, the
Ti gers brought the golden football trophy home to Batesville from
Jackson: ten years ago the South Panola Tigers had a 15-0 season
capped with the 5A State Chanpi onship, and in 1998 Sout h Panol a
capped an al nost perfect season (14-1) with the State Chanpi onship
trophy; they have been runner-up by | osing the chanpionshi p gane
three tines in that 10-year period; and

VWHEREAS, critics and scouts around the state and nation are
calling the team "The University of South Panola" or "Panol a
State"” to conplinent the strength, speed and the play of the Tiger
team and

VWHEREAS, in the 2003 Chanpi onshi p gane, South Panol a
dom nated Gak Grove in every area, rushing for 390 yards, passing
for 68 yards for a total of 476 offensive yards and only all owed
the Warriors 94 rushing yards and 181 passing yards; Tiger junior
tail back Marcus Giffin rushed 34 times for 269 yards and two
t ouchdowns and wi de receiver Travis Sanford caught two passes for
two touchdowns in 46 yards; and

VWHEREAS, the "Tigers" are superbly coached by Head Coach Rick

Wods who spoke of the attitude and the work ethic of the team
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this past season: "W want our teamto play real, real, rea
hard. You have to play to win every Friday night, hoping doesn't
get you a win, but playing does.”" South Panol a assistant f oot bal
coaches are Arnie Oakes, WIlis Wight (who led the Tigers to a
15-0 season and state chanpionship 10 years ago) Ron Oakes, Lucian
Ki ng, Mark Weaver, Tranell Edwards, M chael Fair, Brad Huffman and
John Davis; and

VWHEREAS, the Tigers are ranked 9th in the Nation and won the
Region 1 Divisional and the North State Chanpionship on their way
to the State Chanpi onship; and

VWHEREAS, out standi ng players on the 2003 edition of the South
Panola Tigers include First TeamAl|l-State: Hollis Hoskins, Peria
Jerry, Jamarca Sanford, Denari o Bobo and Derek Pegues; Second Team
Al -State: Quinton Hankins and Marcus Giffin; South Panol a has
seven players who have nore than 40 tackles this season: Peria
Jerry (64), Jamarca Sanford (57), Marcus Johnson, (56), Connie
Shegog (46), Denetrice Bishop (42), Kendrell Barksdale (41) and
John Jerry (41), which illustrates the defensive strength of this
chanpi onshi p team and

VWHEREAS, the teamrelied on the support of the honetown
crowd, on and off the field, which is especially inportant in
ganes on the road; and

VWHEREAS, it is with great pride that we salute the
chanpi onshi p season of this group of student athletes, who have
brought honor to their school, their comunity and to the State of
M ssi ssi ppi :

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PP, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N, That
we do hereby commend and congratul ate the South Panola H gh School
"Tigers" Football Team and Head Coach Ri cky Wods for their 2003
MHSAA Cl ass 5A State Chanpi onship and their undefeated (15-0)
season, and w sh them continued success in their athletic and

acadeni ¢ endeavors.
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BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be presented to
Coach R cky Wods on behal f of the "Tigers", be forwarded to the
Principal of South Panola H gh School and be nmade avail able to The

Panolian and to nenbers of the Capitol Press Corps.
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