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Senat or (s) Nunnel ee To: Rules

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 508

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON TO ESTABLI SH A STUDY COW TTEE TO
STUDY SCI ENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENG NEERI NG AND MATHEMATI CS ( STEM
EDUCATI ON | MPROVEMENT AND COMPETI Tl VENESS I N M SSI SSI PPI;  AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

VWHEREAS, the Legislature finds that:

(a) Educating tonorrow s scientists, technol ogi sts,
engi neers and mat hematicians is of critical inportance to the
state's econony and that public policy is needed to address
effective science, technol ogy, engineering and nat hematics
education at all |evels;

(b) Science, technol ogy, engineering and nat hematics
(STEM education, in concert with scientific research,
entrepreneurshi p and business formation, is the foundation for
econonm ¢ growt h and devel opnent;

(c) There appears to be a |ogical educational continuum
wi th which the know edge of science, technol ogy, engineering and
mat hematics is cunul ati ve;

(d) Wthout a strong K-12 educational system the
potential educational and econom c inpact of universities is
severely di m nished, yet the strands of mddle and hi gh school
mat hemati cs and sci ence educati on do not proceed seam essly into
col l ege and university degree prograns, and the cumnul ative
benefits of science, technol ogy engi neering and mat hemati cs ( STEM
are less than they could be:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES CONCURRI NG THEREI N,
That :
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(1) There is established a Study Conmttee to Study Science,
Technol ogy, Engi neering and Mathematics (STEM Education
| nprovenent and Conpetitiveness in Mssissippi to study the
effects of (a) increasing the nunber and quality of math, science,
technol ogy and pre-engi neering teachers; (b) establishing and
coordi nati ng partnerships that strengthen and pronote the science,
t echnol ogy, engi neering and mat hematics conti nuum (c) encouragi ng
students to consider science, engineering and technol ogy careers
and (d) building 21st Century educational infrastructure,
organi zations and communities. The study commttee shall nake a
report of its findings and reconmendations to the Legislature
bef ore Decenber 15, 2004.

(2) The study commttee shall be conposed of the follow ng
twel ve (12) nenbers:

(a) Three (3) nenbers of the House of Representatives
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House, one (1) of whom shall be
the Chairman of the Appropriations Commttee and one (1) of whom
shal |l be the Chairman of the Education Conmmttee;

(b) Three (3) nenbers of the Senate appointed by the
Li eut enant Governor, one (1) of whom shall be the Chairman of the
Appropriations Commttee and one (1) of whom shall be the Chairnman
of the Education Committee;

(c) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Devel opment Authority, or his designee;

(d) The State Superintendent of Public Education, or
hi s desi gnhee;

(e) The Comm ssioner of Hi gher Education, or his
desi gnee;

(f) The Executive Director of the State Board for
Communi ty and Juni or Coll eges, or his designee; and

(g) A representative of the American Society of

Mechani cal Engi neers appoi nted by the Governor.
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(3) Appointnents shall be nade within thirty (30) days after
passage of this resolution. Wthin fifteen (15) days thereafter,
on a day to be designated jointly by the Speaker of the House and
t he Li eutenant Governor, the study committee shall neet and
organi ze by selecting fromits nenbership a chairman and vice
chairman. The vice chairman shall serve as secretary and shall be
responsi ble for keeping all records of the study commttee. A
majority of the nmenbers of the study conmttee shall constitute a
qguorum In the selection of its officers and the adoption of
rules, resolutions and reports, an affirmative vote of a mgjority
of the study commttee present and voting is required. The
commttee shall neet upon the call of the chairmn, and al
menbers shall be notified in witing of all neetings, and such
notices nmust be mailed at least five (5) days before the date on
which a neeting is to be held.

(4) Each legislative menber of the conmttee shall be paid
fromthe contingent expense fund of his respective house per diem
in the anmount authorized by Section 25-3-69, M ssissippi Code of
1972, and a m | eage all owance and an expense all owance in the
anount aut horized by Section 5-1-47, M ssissippi Code of 1972.
However, no per diem mleage all owance or expense all owance may
be paid for attending neetings of the conmttee while the
Legislature is in session, and no per diem mleage all owance or
expense all owance may be paid wi thout prior approval of the proper
commttee in the nenber's respective house. No study conmmttee
menber may i ncur per diem travel or other expenses unl ess
previously authorized by vote, at a neeting of the study
commttee, which action nust be recorded in the official mnutes
of the neeting.

(5) The study commttee nmay enploy consultants or staff and
may utilize clerical and |legal staff enployed by any state agency,

school district, political subdivision or municipality of the
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state, and any other staff assistance nmade avail able to the
committee.

(6) Funding for the study commttee nay be provided from any
funds that may be appropriated by the Legislature for the expenses
of the study commttee. The study commttee nmay accept noney from
any source, public or private, to be expended in inplenenting its
duties under this resolution.

(7) Upon presentation of its report to the Legislature

before the 2005 Regul ar Session, the study commttee shall be

di ssol ved.
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