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Senator(s) Tollison To: Judiciary, Division B

SENATE BI LL NO. 2952

AN ACT TO PROVI DE THAT OPERATORS OF ALL- TERRAI N VEH CLES MJUST
POSSESS A DRI VER S LI CENSE OR HAVE TAKEN TRAI NI NG AND BE
CERTI FI ED; TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO DEVI SE AN ATV
SAFETY COURSE; TO PROVI DE A PENALTY FOR VI OLATI ONS; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) No all-terrain vehicle shall be operated by

any person unl ess:
(a) (i) He possesses a valid driver's license; or
(ii) He possesses a certificate as provided under
this section.

(b) No person under sixteen (16) years of age may
operate or ride upon any all-terrain vehicle upon any public or
private property in this state unless the person is wearing a
crash helmet that conplies with m ni num gui del i nes established by
the National H ghway Traffic Safety Adm nistration pursuant to the
National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966 for hel nets
desi gned for use by notorcyclists.

(2) All-terrain vehicle safety courses shall be held by the
Cooperative Extension Service using course materials, curricula
and instructors designated and approved by the Departnent of
Health. A reasonable fee shall be charged to those taking the
course. The Departnent of Health shall issue a certificate to
each person who satisfactorily conpletes the all-terrain vehicle
saf ety course.

(3) Aviolation of this section is punishable by a fine of
not | ess than Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00) nor nore than Fifty
Dol | ars ($50. 00).
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(4) For the purposes of this section, the term"all-terrain
vehi cl e" nmeans any notorized vehicle manufactured and desi gned
exclusively for off-road use that is fifty (50") inches or less in
wi dt h, has an unl aden dry weight of six hundred (600) pounds or
| ess, travels on three (3), four (4) or nore | ow pressure tires,
has a seat designed to be straddl ed by the operator and uses
handl ebars for steering control.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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