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Senator(s) Wite To: Hi ghways and
Transportation

SENATE BI LL NO. 2926

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-1-19, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT NO APPLI CANT SHALL BE | SSUED A DRI VER S LI CENSE
W THOUT SI GNI NG A STATEMENT THAT HE UNDERSTANDS THE CRI M NAL
PENALTI ES FOR VI OLATION OF THE H GHWAY LI TTER LAW AND SI G\NS A
STATEMENT AGREEI NG TO REPORT ANY OFFENDERS OF THI S LAW TO PROPER
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CERS; TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-1-33, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO DI RECT THE COW SSI ONER OF PUBLI C SAFETY TO
| NCLUDE QUESTI ONS RELATI NG TO THE H G-MAY LI TTER LAW ON THE
DRI VER S LI CENSE EXAM NATI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 63-1-19, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-1-19. (1) (a) Every applicant for a |icense or permt
i ssued pursuant to this article, or for renewal of such license or
permt, shall file an application for such license, permt or
renewal, on a form provided by the Departnment of Public Safety,
with the conm ssioner or an official |icense exam ner of the
departnment. All persons not holding valid, unexpired |icenses
issued in this state shall be required to secure an original
| i cense, except those specifically exenpted fromlicensing under
Section 63-1-7. The application shall state the nane, date of
birth, the social security nunber of the applicant unless the
applicant is not a United States citizen and does not possess a
soci al security nunber issued by the United States governnent,
sex, race, color of eyes, color of hair, weight, height and
resi dence address, and whether or not the applicant's privilege to
drive has been suspended or revoked at any tine, and, if so, when,
by whom and for what cause, and whether any previous application

by hi m has been deni ed, and whet her he has any physical defects
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which would interfere with his operating a notor vehicle safely
upon the hi ghways.

(b) Every applicant for an original |license shall show
proof of domcile in this state. The conm ssioner shal
promul gate any rules and regul ati ons necessary to enforce this
requi renent and shall prescribe the neans by which an applicant
for an original license may show domcile in this state. Proof of
domcile shall not be required of applicants under eighteen (18)
years of age.

(c) Unless the applicant is not a United States citizen
and does not possess a social security nunber issued by the United
St at es governnent, each application or filing nade under this
section shall include the social security nunber(s) of the
applicant in accordance wth Section 93-11-64, M ssissippi Code of
1972.

(2) No person who is illegally in the United States or
M ssi ssi ppi shall be issued a license. The application of a
person who is not a United States citizen and who does not possess
a social security nunber issued by the United States governnent
shal|l state the nane, date of birth, sex, race, color of eyes,
color of hair, weight, height and residence address, and whet her
or not the applicant's privilege to drive has been suspended or
revoked at any tinme, and, if so, when, by whom and for what
cause, and whet her any previous application by him has been
deni ed, and whet her he has any physical defects which would
interfere with his operating a notor vehicle safely upon the
hi ghways. The comm ssioner shall adopt and promul gate such rul es
and regul ati ons as he deens appropriate requiring additional
docunents, materials, information or physical evidence to be
provi ded by the applicant as may be necessary to establish the
identity of the applicant and that the applicant is not present in

the United States or the State of M ssissippi illegally.
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(3) (a) Any male who is at |east eighteen (18) years of age
but | ess than twenty-six (26) years of age and who applies for a
permt or license or a renewal of a permt or |icense under this
chapter shall be registered in conpliance with the requirenents of
Section 3 of the Mlitary Selective Service Act, 50 USCS Appx 451
et seq., as anended.

(b) The departnent shall forward in an electronic
format the necessary personal information of the applicant to the
Sel ective Service System The applicant's subm ssion of the
application shall serve as an indication that the applicant either
has already registered with the Selective Service System or that
he is authorizing the departnment to forward to the Sel ective
Servi ce Systemthe necessary information for registration. The
conm ssioner shall notify the applicant on, or as a part of, the
application that his subm ssion of the application will serve as
his consent to registration with the Sel ective Service System if
so required. The comm ssioner also shall notify any nale
applicant under the age of eighteen (18) that he wll be
regi stered upon turning age eighteen (18) as required by federal
| aw.

(4) Fromand after July 1, 2004, no applicant shall be

issued a license to operate a notor vehicle under this section

unl ess and until he signs a statenent certifying that he

understands that littering the roads and hi ghways of this state is

a violation of Section 97-15-29, M ssissippi Code of 1972, and

that violators are guilty of a m sdeneanor puni shable as foll ows:

(a) A fine of not less than Fifty Dollars ($50.00) nor

nore than Two Hundred Fifty Dol lars ($250.00);

(b) For a second or subsequent offense, the m ni nrum and

maxi nrum fine i s doubl ed;

(c) In addition to the fines, the court may order the

offender to (i) renove litter fromthe roads and hi ghways, (ii)

repair property damaged by littering, (iii) performcomunity
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service relating to the renoval of litter, and (iv) pay

i nvestigative and prosecutorial expenses; and

(d) For a second or subsequent offense, the court is

required to order the offender to performthe service specified

under paragraph (c).

As a further condition for issuance of a |license, the

applicant shall sign a statenent that he will not litter the roads

and hi ghways and will report any offender of the anti-litter |aw

to the proper | aw enforcenent authorities by calling a toll-free

nunber to be provided by the Comm ssioner of Public Safety on the

reverse side of the |license.

SECTION 2. Section 63-1-33, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-1-33. It shall be the duty of the license exam ner, when
application is made for an operator's license or tenporary driving
permt, to test the applicant's ability to read and understand
road signs and to give the required signals as adopted by the
Nat i onal Advisory Commttee on Uniform Traffic Control Devices and
t he American Association of Mtor Vehicle Adm nistrators.

The comm ssioner shall have prepared and adm ni ster a test
conposed of at least ten (10) questions relating to the safe
operation of a notor vehicle and testing the applicant's know edge
of the proper operation of a notor vehicle.

Fromand after July 1, 2004, the comm ssioner shall include a

copy of the anti-litter |law contained in Section 97-15-29,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, in the instructional material issued to

first-tine applicants for study in preparation for the witten

driver's test, and shall include in the test not |ess than one (1)

question relating to the law and the crimnal penalties for

violation of the | aw.

Prior to the adm nistration of the test the |icense exam ner
shal |l inspect the horn, lights, brakes, inspection certificate and
vehicle registration of the notor vehicle which the applicant
S. B. No. 2926 *SS02/R1072*
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expects to operate while being tested, and if he finds that any of
the aforenentioned itens are deficient, no |icense or endorsenent
shall be issued to the applicant until sane have been repaired.

An applicant for a Mssissippi driver's |license who, at the
time of application, holds a valid notor vehicle driver's |license
i ssued by another state shall not be required to take a witten
test.

Except as otherw se provided by Section 63-1-6, when
application is made for an original notorcycle endorsenent or a
restricted notorcycle operator's |license, the applicant shall be
required to pass a witten test which consists of questions
relating to the safe operation of a notorcycle and a skill test
simlar to the "Mdtorcycle Operator Skill Test," which is endorsed
by the Anerican Association of Mdtor Vehicle Admnistrators. The
comm ssi oner nmay exenpt any applicant fromthe skill test if the
applicant presents a certificate show ng successful conpletion of
a course approved by the comm ssioner, which includes a sim|lar
exam nation of skills needed in the safe operation of a
not or cycl e.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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