M SSI SSI PPl LEJ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004
By: Senator(s) Hewes, Al britton, Butler, To: H ghways and

Dearing, Hyde-Smth, Jackson (11lth), Jordan, Transportation
W1 lianson

SENATE BI LL NO. 2777

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-3-516, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,

2 TO REVI SE THE PENALTY | MPCSED FOR OPERATI NG A MOTOR VEHI CLE W THI N
3 A H GHMWAY WORK ZONE | N EXCESS OF THE MAXI MUM SPEED LIM T

4  SPECI FI CALLY ESTABLI SHED FOR THAT ZONE;, TO REQUI RE THAT SI GNS BE

5 POSTED I N H GHVWAY WORK ZONES | NDI CATI NG THAT SPEEDI NG | N SUCH WORK
6 ZONES | S PUNIl SHABLE BY A FI NE OF DOUBLE THE MAXI MUM AMOUNT

7 OTHERW SE AUTHORI ZED BY LAW AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

8 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
9 SECTION 1. Section 63-3-516, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

10 anended as foll ows:

11 63-3-516. (1) It is unlawmful for any person to operate a

12 notor vehicle within a highway work zone at a speed in excess of
13 the maximum speed Iimt specifically established for the zone

14 whenever workers are present and whenever the zone is indicated by
15 appropriately placed signs displaying the reduced maxi num speed

16 limt. Any person violating the provisions of this section shal
17 be puni shed, upon conviction, for a first offense by a fine of not
18 nore than Two Hundred Fifty Dol lars ($250.00); and for second,

19 third and subsequent offenses by a fine of double the maxi numfine
20 inposed for second, third or subsequent offenses under Section
21 63-9-11.
22 (2) For the purposes of this section the term "hi ghway work
23 zone" nmeans a construction or maintenance area that is |ocated on
24 or along any public highway, road or street within this state that
25 is marked:
26 (a) By appropriate warning signs or other traffic
27 control devices indicating that work is in progress; and
28 (b) By signs of a design approved by the Departnent of
29 Transportation indicating that any person who operates a notor
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vehicle within a highway work zone at a speed in excess of the

reduced maxi num speed |imt nay be punished by a fine of double

t he maxi num anount ot herwi se aut hori zed by | aw.

(3) Nothing in this section shall preclude the prosecution
or conviction for reckless driving of any notor vehicle operator
whose operation of a notor vehicle in a highway work zone, apart
from speed, denonstrates a reckless disregard for life, linb or
property.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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