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SENATE BI LL NO. 2686

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-7-153, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE THAT RESI DENT VETERANS WHO SERVED DURI NG A PERI GD OF
WAR OR ARMED CONFLI CT MAY PURCHASE A LI FETI ME LI CENSE AT A REDUCED
FEE;, AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 49-7-153, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

49-7-153. (1) (a) Any resident may purchase a lifetinme
sportsman hunting and fishing license by filing an application in
the office of the departnment. The license shall qualify the
| icensee to take all fish, gane and fow, except waterfow,

i ncl udi ng deer and turkey, in the manner provided by |aw. The

|l icense shall also permit the licensee to hunt with primtive
weapons and bow and arrow, and to fish in the public waters of the
state, including the taking of crabs, oysters, shrinp and any
saltwater fish authorized to be taken under a recreational

| i cense.

(b) Any resident who is:

(i) A veteran who served in the active Arned

Forces of the United States during a period of war or arned

conflict and was granted an honorabl e di scharge; or

(ii) An active nenber of the Armed Forces of the

United States and has served during a period of war or arned

conflict;

may purchase a lifetinme sportsman hunting and fishing |license at

fifty percent (50% of the fee.
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(c) The comm ssion shall establish proof of veteran

status for purchase of a lifetinme sportsman |icense at the reduced

f ee.

(d) For purposes of this section, "arnmed forces" neans

the United States Arny, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps and Coast

Guar d.

(2) The departnment may issue a resident lifetine sportsnman
license at a fee to be determ ned by the conm ssion at an anount
not | ess than One Thousand Dol |l ars ($1, 000.00) for a person
thirteen (13) years of age or older and not |ess than Five Hundred
Dol I ars ($500.00) for a person under thirteen (13) years of age.
Al lifetime |licenses shall be issued fromthe office of the
departnent. Each application for a lifetine |icense nust be
acconpani ed by a certified copy of the birth certificate of the
i ndividual to be named as the |icense holder, if the individual is
twelve (12) years of age or under.

(3) The comm ssion shall establish proof of residency
requi renents for the purchase of a lifetinme |license, and shal
al so establish such restrictions on and regulations for lifetinme
licenses as it deens necessary and proper. An applicant for a
resident lifetinme |icense nust have been domciled in this state
for eighteen (18) consecutive nonths i medi ately preceding the
date of his application for a license. The burden of proving
domcile shall be on the applicant.

(4) (a) The departnment nmay issue a native son or daughter
nonresident lifetine sportsman hunting and fishing |license. The
comm ssion shall establish the fee, but the fee shall not be |ess
t han One Thousand Five Hundred Dol | ars ($1,500.00). The applicant
nmust provide a certified copy of the original birth certificate
showi ng that the applicant was born in M ssissippi and/or if the
parents' address was in Mssissippi at the tinme of birth as shown
on the birth certificate or other docunents and/or official

docunents reflect that one of said parents was on active mlitary
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service outside the State of Mssissippi at the tine of said
birth. Further, if the birth certificate of each parent reflects
that each parent was born in the State of M ssissippi, then any
child born outside the State of M ssissippi of those parents may
be issued a nonresident lifetime sportsman |icense for the above
set out fee.

(5 Any materially fal se statenent contained in an
application for a lifetinme license renders void the |license issued
pursuant to that application, and subjects the applicant to
crim nal prosecution under Section 49-7-45.

(6) Nothing in this section exenpts an applicant for a
lifetinme |icense fromneeting other qualifications or requirenents
ot herwi se established by Iaw for the privilege of hunting or
fishing.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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