M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Senator(s) Gordon To:  Finance

SENATE BI LL NO. 2666

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 67-3-7 AND 67-3-13, M SSI SSI PPl CCDE
2 OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE THE SALE OF LI GHT W NE OR BEER AT QUALI FI ED
3 RESORT AREAS I N COUNTIES IN WH CH THE SALE OF LI GHT W NE OR BEER
4 | S OTHERW SE PRCHI Bl TED, AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
6 SECTION 1. Section 67-3-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

7 anended as follows:

8 67-3-7. (1) |If any county, at an election held for the

9 purpose under the election laws of the state, shall by a majority
10 vote of the duly qualified electors voting in the election

11 determne that the transportation, storage, sale, distribution,
12 receipt and/or manufacture of wi ne and beer of an al coholic

13 content of not nore than five percent (5% by weight shall not be
14 permtted in such county, then the sanme shall not be permtted

15 therein except as authorized under Section 67-9-1 and as may be
16 otherwise authorized in this section. An election to determ ne
17 whet her such transportation, storage, sale, distribution, receipt
18 and/or manufacture of such beverages shall be excluded from any
19 county in the state, shall on a petition of twenty percent (20%
20 of the duly qualified electors of such county, be ordered by the
21 board of supervisors thereof, for such county only. No election
22 on the question shall be held in any one (1) county nore often

23 than once in five (5) years.

24 In counties which have el ected, or nay elect by a ngjority
25 vote of the duly qualified electors voting in the election, that
26 the transportation, storage, sale, distribution, receipt and/or
27 manufacture of wine or beer of an alcoholic content of not nore
28 than five percent (5% by weight shall not be permtted in said
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county, an election may be held in the sane manner as the el ection
her ei nabove provi ded on the question of whether or not said
transportation, storage, sale, distribution, receipt and/or

manuf acture of said beverages shall be permitted in such county.
Such el ection shall be ordered by the board of supervisors of such
county on a petition of twenty percent (20% of the duly qualified
el ectors of such county. No election on this question can be
ordered nore often than once in five (5) years.

(2) Nothing in this section shall make it unlawful to
possess beer or wine, as defined herein, in any municipality which
has heretofore or which nay hereafter vote in an el ection,
pursuant to Section 67-3-9, in which a majority of the qualified
el ectors vote in favor of permtting the sale and the receipt,
storage and transportation for the purpose of sale of beer or w ne
as defined herein.

(3) Nothing in this section shall make it unlawful to:

(a) Possess light wine or beer at a qualified resort

area as defined in Section 67-1-5;

(b) Transport light wine or beer to a qualified resort

area as defined in Section 67-1-5, if such light wine or beer is

transported by a permtted whol esal er; or

(c) Sell light wine or beer at a qualified resort area

as defined in Section 67-1-5, if such light wine or beer is sold

by a person with a permt to engage in the business or as a

retailer of light wine or beer.

SECTION 2. Section 67-3-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

67-3-13. (1) Except as otherw se provided herein and as
aut hori zed under * * * this section and Section 67-9-1, in any
county which has at any tine since February 26, 1934, elected, or
whi ch may hereafter elect, to prohibit the transportation,
storage, sale, distribution, receipt and/or manufacture of w ne

and beer of an alcoholic content of not nore than four percent
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(499 by weight in such county, it is hereby declared to be

unl awful to possess such beverages therein. In any county which,
after July 1, 1998, elects to prohibit the transportation,
storage, sale, distribution, receipt and/or manufacture of w ne
and beer of an alcoholic content of not nore than five percent
(599 by weight in such county, it is hereby declared to be

unl awful to possess such beer therein. Any person found
possessi ng any beer or wi ne of any quantity whatsoever in such
county shall, on conviction, be inprisoned not nore than ninety
(90) days or fined not nore than Five Hundred Dol |l ars ($500.00),
or be both so fined and inprisoned.

(2) Notwi thstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this
section, in any county or nmunicipality in which the
transportation, storage, sale, distribution, receipt and/or
manuf acture of light wne and beer is prohibited, it shall not be
unlawful for a permtted whol esaler or distributor to possess
Iight wne and beer when such |light wine and beer is held therein
solely for the purpose of storage and for distribution to other
counties and nunicipalities in which possession of such beverages
is lawful.

(3) Notw thstanding the provisions of subsections (1) and

(2) of this section, in any county in which transportation,

storage, sale, distribution, recei pt and/ or manufacture of |ight

wi ne and beer is prohibited, it shall not be unlawful:

(a) To possess light wine or beer at a resort area as

defined in Section 67-1-5; or

(b) To distribute and transport |light wine or beer to a

resort area as defined in Section 67-1-5, if such |light wi ne or

beer is distributed by a permtted whol esal er.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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