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Senator(s) Tollison, Doxey To: Judiciary, Division A

COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE
FOR
SENATE BI LL NO. 2395

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-5-54, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT THE CHANCELLORS OF THE EI GHTEENTH CHANCERY COURT
DI STRICT SHALL RUN BY POSTS RATHER THAN I N THE HERD; TO AVMEND
SECTI ON 9-7-14, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT THE
JUDGES OF THE THIRD CI RCU T COURT DI STRI CT SHALL RUN BY POSTS
RATHER THAN | N THE HERD, TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-977, M SSI SS| PP
CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT A PERSON MAY QUALI FY AS A CANDI DATE
FOR ONLY ONE JUDI CI AL OFFI CE AT A TIME; TO AMEND SECTI ONS
23-15-982 AND 23-15-983, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. Section 9-5-54, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
9-5-54. (1) There shall be two (2) chancellors for the
Ei ght eenth Chancery Court District.

(2) For purposes of appointnment and el ection, the two (2)

chancel | orshi ps shall be separate and di stinct and denom nated for

pur poses of appoi ntnent and el ection only as "Place One" and

"Pl ace Two."

SECTION 2. Section 9-7-14, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-7-14. (1) There shall be two (2) circuit judges for the
Third Crcuit Court District.

(2) For purposes of appointnent and el ection, the two (2)

j udgeshi ps shall be separate and di stinct and denom nated for

pur poses of appoi ntnent and el ection only as "Place One" and

"Pl ace Two."

SECTION 3. Section 23-15-977, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:
23-15-977. (1) * * * Candidates for judicial office as

defined in Section 23-15-975 of this subarticle shall file the
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intent to be a candidate with the proper officials not later than
5:00 p.m on the first Friday after the first Monday in May prior
to the general election for judicial office and shall pay to the
proper officials the follow ng anounts:

(a) Candidates for Suprene Court judge and Court of
Appeal s, the sum of Two Hundred Dol |l ars ($200. 00).

(b) Candidates for circuit judge and chancellor, the
sum of One Hundred Dol l ars ($100. 00).

(c) Candidates for county judge and famly court judge,
the sum of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00).

(2) Candidates for judicial offices |listed in paragraphs (a)
and (b) of subsection (1) of this section shall file the intent to
be a candidate with, and pay the proper assessnent made pursuant
to subsection (1) of this section to, the State Board of El ection
Conmi ssi oner s.

(3) Candidates for judicial offices listed in paragraph (c)
of subsection (1) of this section shall file the intent to be a
candidate with, and pay the proper assessnent nade pursuant to
subsection (1) of this section to, the circuit clerk of the proper
county. The circuit clerk shall notify the county comm ssioners
of election of all persons who have filed the intent to be a
candidate * * * with, and paid the proper assessnent to, such
clerk. Such notification shall occur within two (2) business days
and shall contain all necessary information.

(4) A candidate may qualify for only one (1) judicial

of fice.

SECTION 4. Section 23-15-982, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

23-15-982. (1) Myjority of vote equals any excess of the
total vote for all candidates divided by the nunber of judgeships
to be filled divided by two (2).

If sonme or all candidates in a nultijudge el ection do not

receive a mgjority of the vote, then candi dates equal in nunber to

S. B. No. 2395 *SS26/R659CS*
04/ SS26/ R659CS
PAGE 2



65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96

tw ce the nunber of remaining positions to be filled and having

t he hi ghest votes shall run in a runoff election. |In such event,
if there is not a sufficient nunber of remaining candi dates equal
to twice the nunber of remaining positions to be filled, then al
remai ni ng candi dates shall run in the runoff election.

(2) Any tie votes which require resolution to determ ne who
shall enter a runoff election shall be determ ned by the
conmm ssioners of election in the manner prescribed by Sections
23-15-601 and 23- 15-605.

Candi dates equal to the remai ning nunber of positions to be
filled who have the highest votes in the runoff election are
el ect ed.

Any tie votes which nust be determned in order to decide who
is elected as a result of a runoff election shall be determ ned by
the State El ection Comm ssion in the manner prescribed by Sections
23-15-601 and 23- 15-605.

(3) The provisions of this section shall apply only to
districts and subdistricts which are nultijudge districts except

for the Eighth, Tenth, Sixteenth, Eighteenth and Twentieth

Chancery Court Districts and the Second, Third, Eighth and
Ni neteenth Gircuit Court Districts.

SECTION 5. Section 23-15-983, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-983. At the general election, the candi dates equal to
t he nunber of positions to be filled and having the highest votes
shal | be el ected.

Any tie votes in the general election which nust be resol ved
in order to determne who is elected shall be resolved in the
manner prescribed by Sections 23-15-601 and 23-15-605.

The provisions of this section shall apply only to districts
and subdi stricts which are nmultijudge districts except for the

Ei ghth, Tenth, Sixteenth, Eighteenth and Twentieth Chancery Court
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Districts and the Second, Third, Ei ghth and N neteenth Circuit
Court Districts.

SECTION 6. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imrediately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 7. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and ext ended.
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