M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Senator(s) Butler, Jackson (11th), To:  Appropriations
Thonas
SENATE BI LL NO 2382
1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-106-29, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
2 TO PROVI DE THAT M SSI SSI PPI STUDENTS WHO HAVE AT LEAST A 3.0 GRADE
3 PO NT AVERAGE IN H GH SCHOOL SHALL BE ELI G BLE FOR A SCHOLARSHI P
4 EQUAL TO THE FULL COST OF TU TI ON AT ANY STATE | NSTI TUTI ON OF
5 H GHER LEARNI NG OR PUBLI C COVMUNI TY COLLEGE; AND FOR RELATED
6 PURPOSES.
7 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
8 SECTION 1. Section 37-106-29, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
9 anended as follows:
10 37-106-29. (1) There is established the M ssissippi
11 Resident Tuition Assistance G ant Program for coll ege or
12 university freshnen, sophonores, juniors and seniors to be
13 administered by the M ssissippi Postsecondary Educati on Fi nanci al
14 Assistance Board established under Section 37-106-9, M ssi ssippi
15 Code of 1972, which shall set the dates and deadlines for applying
16 for an award under this section. The board shall establish such
17 rules and regulations as it deens necessary and proper to carry
18 out the purposes and intent of this section.
19 (2) The college or university shall approve grants to
20 full-time freshnen, sophonore, junior and senior M ssissippi
21 residents who neet the general requirenments for student
22 eligibility as provided in subsection (4) of this section.
23 (3) Mssissippi Resident Tuition Assistance G ants shall be
24 for M ssissippi students fromany M ssissippi famly whose prior
25 year adjusted gross inconme (AG@) exceeds the maxi mum allowed to
26 qualify for full Pell Gant eligibility and canpus-based federal
27 aid. Those M ssissippi students receiving |ess than the full Pell
28 Gant award, as determned by the institution, shall receive a
29 M ssissippi Resident Tuition Assistance Grant in an anount not to
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exceed the maxi mum Pell G ant allowable for that individual
student. The award shall be applied to tuition, roons and neal s,
books, materials and fees not to exceed One Thousand Dol | ars

(%1, 000.00) for junior and senior students attending state
institutions of higher learning in Mssissippi or four-year
regionally accredited, state-approved, nonprofit coll eges and
universities in Mssissippi, and Five Hundred Dol | ars ($500. 00)
for freshnmen and sophonores attending state institutions of higher
| earning or public comunity or junior colleges in Mssissippi, or
regionally accredited, state-approved, nonprofit two-year or
four-year colleges in Mssissippi, which will be prorated per
term senester or quarter of the academ c year for costs of
attendance, cal cul ated according to the fornula specified in

subsection (8) of this section. Provided, however, that the award

shall be equal to the full cost of tuition at any institution of

hi gher |l earning or public community college |listed in subsection

(4)(d) for any student who has attained a grade point average of

at least a 3.0 calculated on a 4.0 scale after seven (7) senesters

as certified by the high school counselor or other authorized

school official.

(4) The general requirements for initial eligibility of
students for M ssissippi Resident Tuition Assistance Gants
consi st of the follow ng:

(a) Menber of a Mssissippi famly whose prior year
adj usted gross incone (AG) exceeds the maxi mum allowed to qualify
for Pell Gant eligibility and canpus-based federal aid.

(b) Acceptance for enrollnment at any state institution
of higher learning or public community or junior college |ocated
in Mssissippi, or any regionally accredited, state-approved,
nonprofit four- or two-year college or university located in
M ssissippi as listed in subsection (d) of this Section
37-106-29(4): (i) a mninmum grade point average of 2.5 cal cul ated

on a 4.0 scale after seven (7) senesters certified by the high
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school counsel or or other authorized school official on the
application and graduation from high school verified by the
institution before disbursenent of award and has scored fifteen
(15) on the Anerican Coll ege Test Program (ACT); or (ii) has
attended a hone education program during grade |evels 9 through
12, and has scored fifteen (15) on the Anerican Coll ege Testing
Program or (iii) satisfactory conpletion of the General

Educati onal Devel opnment Test (GED) or have successfully conpl eted
the International Baccal aureate Program and has scored fifteen
(15) on the Anerican College Testing Program provided, however,
that any student entering a vocational or technical program of
study, or who has satisfactorily conpleted the General Education
Devel opnent Test and attends a conmmunity or junior college wll
not be required to have a test score under the Anerican Coll ege
Testing Program except those students enrolled in courses of
academ c study. Any student currently enrolled in any qualified
institution shall have to only neet the sanme requirenents as
students who are applying for a renewal award.

(c) Resident status for purposes of receiving grants
under this section shall be determ ned in the sanme manner as
resident status for tuition purposes as set forth in Sections
37-103-1 through 37-103-29, with the exception of 37-103-17.

(d) Must attend one (1) of the following institutions
of higher learning: Alcorn State University, Delta State
Uni versity, Jackson State University, M ssissippi State
University, Mssissippi University for Wonen, M ssissippi Valley
State University, University of M ssissippi, University of
Sout hern M ssi ssi ppi, Coahoma Community Col | ege, Copi ah-Lincoln
Community Col | ege, East Central Community Col |l ege, East
M ssi ssi ppi Community Col | ege, H nds Community Col | ege, Hol nes

Community Col | ege, Itawanba Community Col | ege, Jones County Juni or

Col | ege, Meridian Community College, M ssissippi Delta Community

Col | ege, M ssissippi Gulf Coast Community Col |l ege, Northeast
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M ssi ssi ppi Community Col | ege, Northwest M ssissippi Conmunity
Col | ege, Pearl River Community Coll ege, Southwest M ssissipp
Communi ty Col | ege, Bel haven Col | ege, Bl ue Muntain Coll ege,

M| saps Col |l ege, M ssissippi College, Rust College, Tougal oo
Coll ege, WIlliam Carey Col |l ege, Mary Hol nes Col | ege, Magnolia
Bi bl e Col | ege and Wod Col | ege.

(5) By accepting a M ssissippi Resident Tuition Assistance
Grant, the student is attesting to the accuracy, conpleteness and
correctness of information provided to denonstrate the student's
eligibility. Falsification of such information shall result in
t he denial of any pending grant and revocation of any award
currently held to the extent that no further paynents shall be
made. Any student knowi ngly making fal se statenents in order to
receive a grant shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor puni shable, upon
conviction thereof, by a fine of up to Ten Thousand Dol | ars
($10, 000.00), a prison sentence of up to one (1) year in the
county jail, or both, and shall be required to return al
M ssi ssi ppi Resident Tuition Assistance Grants wongfully
obt ai ned.

(6) Eigibility for renewal of M ssissippi Resident Tuition
Assi stance Grants shall be evaluated at the end of each senester,
or term of each academ c year. As a condition for renewal, a
student shall:

(a) Make steady academi c progress toward a certificate
or degree, as outlined in the school Satisfactory Academ c
Progress Standards and certified by the institution's registrar.

(b) Maintain continuous enrollnent for not |ess than
two (2) senesters or three (3) quarters in each successive
academ c year, unless granted an exception for cause by the
adm ni stering agency; exanples of cause nmay include student
participation in a cooperative program internship program or
foreign study program |If a student fails to maintain continuous

enrollnent, and is not granted an exception for cause by the
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adm ni stering agency, the student is ineligible to receive the
M ssi ssi ppi Resident Tuition Assistance G ant during the follow ng
senmester or trinmester or termof the regular academ c year.

(c) Have a cumnul ative grade point average of at | east
2.50 calculated on a 4.0 scale at the end of each senester or

trimester or term Provided, however, that any student who is

receiving an award equal to the full anmount of the tuition at an

institution of higher |earning or public community coll ege, the

student shall maintain a cunul ative grade point average of at

| east 3.0 calculated on a 4.0 scale at the end of each senester or

trinmester or term

(7) Each student, each year, nust conplete a Free
Application for Federal Student Aid formor a Statenent of
Certification as designed by the adm nistering board to determ ne
his/her eligibility for a M ssissippi Resident Tuition Assistance
G ant .

(8 (a) The amobunt of the M ssissippi Resident Tuition
Assi stance Grant awarded to any one (1) student, up to the nmaxinum
anount provided in subsection (3) of this section, shall be the
difference of the student's cost of attendance at his accredited
col | ege of choice and the anount of federal aid such student may
receive, not to supplant but to suppl enent the anmount of any
federal aid awarded to the student. Cost of attendance is the
tuition and fees of the applicable institution plus an all owance
for roomand neals and books and materi al s.

(b) Paynment of the M ssissippi Resident Tuition
Assi stance Grant shall be nmade payable to the recipient and the
educational institution and mailed directly to the institution, to
be applied first to tuition.

(9 In order for an institution to remain eligible for its
students to participate in the M ssissippi Resident Tuition
Assi stance Grant Program the institution shall conply with the

foll ow ng requirenents:
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(a) A conplete and accurate roster of the eligibility
status of each awarded student shall be nmade to the board for each
term senester or quarter of the academ c year the student
receives a M ssissippi Resident Tuition Assistance G ant.

(b) The institution is required to make refunds to the
M ssi ssi ppi Resident Tuition Assistance Grant Fund for any funds
whi ch have not been disbursed to the recipient, in the case of
students who have received a grant but who term nate enrol |l nent
during the academ c term senester or quarter of the academ c year
if an institution's refund policies permt a student to receive a
refund in such instance. The recipient shall be responsible for
the refund of any funds which have been di sbursed by the
institution in such instance.

(c) If a student drops below full-tine status but does
not termnate all enrollnent during the term senester or quarter
of the academ c year no refund will be required for that term
However, that student is ineligible to receive the M ssissipp
Resi dent Tuition Assistance Grant during the followng term
senester or quarter of the regular academ c year.

(d) The board may conduct its own annual audits of any
institution participating in the M ssissippl Resident Tuition
Assi stance Grant Program The board may suspend or revoke an
institution's eligibility to receive future nonies under the
programif it finds that the institution has not conplied with the
provisions of this section. In determning a student's initial
eligibility, the nunber of prior senesters enrolled wll not be
count ed agai nst the student.

(10) No student may receive a M ssissippi Resident Tuition
Assi stance Grant for nore than the equival ent senesters or
quarters required to conplete one (1) baccal aureate degree or one
(1) certificate or associ ate degree program per institution.

(11) Subject to the availability of funds specifically

appropriated therefor, it is the intent of the Legislature to
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fully fund grant awards to eligible students. |If funds are
insufficient to fully fund grant awards to eligible students,
grant awards shall be prorated anong all eligible students. No
student shall receive any conbination of student financial aid in
excess of the cost of attendance as defined in subsection (8)(a).

(12) No student receiving a M ssissippi Em nent Schol ars
Grant as provided in Section 37-106-31 shall be eligible to
receive the M ssissippi Resident Tuition Assistance G ant pursuant
to Section 37-106-29 unless he is eligible for such award after
the M ssissippi Em nent Scholars Grant has been consi dered by the
board when conducting an assessnent of the financial resources
available to the student. 1In no case shall any student receive
any conbi nation of student financial aid that would exceed the
cost of attendance, as defined in subsection (8)(a).

For purposes of this section, certificated shall nmean but not
be limted to all postsecondary vocational prograns in eligible
institutions as identified in subsection (4)(d) of this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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