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Senat or (s) Chaney, W/ enon, Jordan To:  Appropriations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2321

AN ACT CREATING A JO NT STUDY COWMM TTEE TO STUDY AND MAKE
RECOMVENDATI ONS CONCERNI NG A PENSI ON PLAN RESTRUCTURE FOR TEACHERS
RECEI VI NG A RETI REMENT ALLOMNCE WHO ARE OFFERED REEMPLOYMENT I N
SCHOOL DI STRICTS W TH A TEACHER SHORTAGE; TO DI RECT THE JO NT
COMM TTEE TO STUDY AND MAKE RECOVMENDATI ONS ON THE CONDI TI ONS FOR
SUCH REEMPLOYMENT OF RETI RED TEACHERS I N ORDER TO MAKE THE PLAN
COST NEUTRAL TO THE PUBLI C EMPLOYEES RETI REMENT SYSTEM TO DI RECT
THE JO NT COWM TTEE TO MAKE A WRI TTEN REPORT OF | TS FI NDI NGS AND
RECOMVENDATI ONS BEFORE DECEMBER 1, 2004; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. A Special Joint Commttee is created to Study and

Make Reconmendati ons Concerning a Public Enployees' Retirenent

System Pl an Restructure for teachers receiving a retirenent

al | onance who are offered reenpl oynent in school districts in

M ssi ssippi with a docunented teacher shortage. The joint

commttee shall be conposed of the Chairman of the Senate

Appropriations Conmittee, the Chairman of the Senate Finance

Comm ttee, the Chairman of the Senate Education Commttee, the

Chai rman of the House Appropriations Cormttee, the Chairman of

t he House Ways and Means Committee, the Chairman of the House

Education Cormittee, the nenbers of the Joint Legislative

Oversight Committee of the Board of Trustees of the Public

Enpl oyees' Retirement System the Executive Director of the Public

Enpl oyees' Retirenment System the State Superintendent of

Education, the Chairman of the State Board of Education, a

| i censed teacher appointed by the Lieutenant Governor, and a | ocal

school superintendent appointed by the Speaker of the House.
Wthin sixty (60) days after sine die adjournnent of the 2004

Regul ar Session of the Legislature, the Lieutenant Governor and

Speaker shall appoint the nmenbers of the commttee, after which
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the entire joint commttee shall neet on a date designated by the
State Superintendent of Education in Jackson, M ssissippi, to

sel ect a chairman, organize the commttee and establish rules for
transacting its business and keeping records. An affirmative vote
of a mpjority of the nenbers fromeach house shall be required in
the adoption of rules and reports. Al nenbers of the joint
commttee shall be notified in witing of all neetings of the
comm ttee, which notices shall be nailed at |east five (5) days
before the dates of the neetings. The joint commttee may
establish any subcommttees that it deens desirable to study and
report to the conmttee with respect to any matter that is within
the scope of this act.

The joint commttee shall review in depth and study the
present |laws and regul ations of the state and federal governnent
and the Internal Revenue Service relating to retirenment and
reenpl oynent of public enployees generally, and teachers
specifically, and make reconmendati ons regardi ng the
i npl ementation of a PERS retirenent option in response to
i ncreasi ng teacher shortages in the public schools in M ssissippi.
This study shall address the followng: (a) Internal Revenue
Service requirenents, and recent rulings, regarding the | ength of
tinme a retired nmenber nust be retired prior to being eligible for
reenpl oynent; (b) the contract period and workday requirenents
all owed for any such retired nenber to be reenployed; (c) may this
retirenment option be limted to teachers if the enpl oyi ng school
district has a teacher shortage due to its geographical |ocation
or a teacher shortage in high-demand subject areas; (d) what
docunentation is required for such reenploynent contracts; (e)
what sal ary, health insurance or | eave benefits should be all owed
to such retired teachers who are reenpl oyed under this option; (f)
what salary should the retired teacher receive upon reenpl oynent
in order to maxim ze participation in this option wthin federa

requi renents; (g) in order to nmake this option cost neutral to the
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retirement system what contributions should be required fromthe
state, the school district and/or the participating nenber. The
joint commttee shall nake a witten report with proposed

| egislation relating to its findings and recommendati ons, and
shall mail copies of the report to each nenber of the Legislature
not | ater than Decenber 1, 2004. Upon subm ssion of its report,
the joint conmttee shall be dissol ved.

In carrying out the provisions of this act, the joint
commttee may utilize the services, facilities and personnel of
all departnents, agencies, offices and institutions of the state,
including the state universities and the conmunity and j uni or
colleges, in particular the State Departnent of Education and the
Publ i ¢ Enpl oyees' Retirenent System and each requested agency
shal | cooperate with the joint conmmttee and provide the joint
commttee with any informati on and ot her assistance requested by
t he chai r man.

Nonl egi sl ati ve nenbers of the joint commttee shall serve
W t hout conpensation. For attending neetings of the joint
commttee, each legislative nenber shall be paid per diem
conpensation in the anount authorized by Section 25-3-69 and a
m | eage al | omance and an expense all owance in the anount
aut hori zed by Section 5-1-47. Legislative nenbers shall be paid
fromthe contingent expense fund of the nmenber's respective house.
However, no per diem conpensation, mleage all owance or expense
al l omance shall be paid for attending neetings of the joint
commttee while the Legislature is in session, and no per diem
conpensation, mleage all owance or expense allowance shall be paid
Wi t hout prior approval of the proper conmttee in the nmenber's
respecti ve house.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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