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Senat or (s) Jackson (32nd) To: Education;
Appropri ations

SENATE BI LL NO. 2118

AN ACT TO CREATE A "REGQ ONAL ALTERNATI VE SCHOOL PI LOT PROGRAM
(RA S P.)" WH CH SHALL BE AN | NTERDI CTlI ON RESI DENTI AL PROGRAM FOR
CHI LDREN GRADES 9 THROUGH 12 WHO ARE NOT APPROPRI ATE FOR REFERRAL
TO LOCAL ALTERNATI VE SCHOOL PROGRAMS; TO PROVI DE FOR THE
ADM NI STRATI ON OF SAI D PROGRAM BY THE DI VI SI ON OF YOUTH SERVI CES
OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HUVAN SERVI CES; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) There is created under the Division of Youth

Servi ces of the Departnment of Human Services a programto be known
as the "Regional Alternative School Pilot Program (R A S.P.)."
The program shall be an interdiction/boot canp style program
designed for children in Gades 9 through 12 who are determined to
be inappropriate for the alternative school prograns operated by
the local school districts. The programshall be located in a
properly licensed residential facility |located in Noxubee County
or a county adjacent to Noxubee County.

(2) The Division of Youth Services of the Departnent of
Human Servi ces shall inplenent and adm ni ster the Regi onal
Al ternative School Pilot Program and shall pronulgate rules and
regul ati ons concerning the adm nistration of the program The
Di vision of Youth Services shall prepare witten guidelines
concerning the nom nati on and sel ection process of participants in
the program and such guidelines shall include a list of the
factors considered in the sel ection process.

(3) Participation in the Regional Alternative School Pil ot
Program shall be on a voluntary basis. No child my be sentenced
by any court to participate in the program however, a youth court

judge may refer the programto a child when, under his
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determ nation, such program would be sufficient to neet the needs
of the child.

(4) The D vision of Youth Services may award an adult high
school diploma to each participant who neets the m ni nrum academ c
requi renents prescribed by the State Board of Education for
graduation fromthe Regional Alternative School Pilot Program
Participants in the programwho do not neet the m ni num academ c
requi renents may be awarded a special certificate of attendance.
The State Board of Education shall establish rules and regul ations
for awarding the adult high school diploma and shall prescribe the
formfor such diploma and the certificate of attendance.

(5) The Departnent of Human Services may accept any
avai l abl e funds that may be used to defray the expenses of the
program including, but not limted to, federal funding, public or
private funds and any funds that may be appropriated by the
Legi sl ature for that purpose.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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