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Representative Wat son To: Rules

HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 40

A RESOLUTI ON COMMENDI NG THE LI FE OF HELEN W CURTI S (BI G TOD)
AND EXPRESS|I NG DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO HER FAM LY AND FRI ENDS UPON HER
PASSI NG,

VWHEREAS, Helen W Curtis (Big Tod), born Septenber 7, 1914,
to M. and Ms. WIliamLeon MFarland, departed this earthly life
to enter into eternal rest with her heavenly Father on Saturday,
February 28, 2004, causing great sorrow and |oss to her famly and
friends; and

VWHEREAS, reared in Newton, Mssissippi, Ms. Curtis graduated
from Newt on Vocational H gh School and furthered her education
t hrough the University of Southern M ssissippi and Tuskegee
I nstitute; and

WHEREAS, M's. Curtis devoted nore than 30 years of her life
to various civic works in her conmunity and Hattiesburg for the
betternent of the black novenent; and

VWHEREAS, in the span of her years of service beginning in the
1960s, she served in several clubs, organizations, church and
prof essional commttees until her health began to fail; and

VWHEREAS, M's. Curtis was a nenber of the Parent Teacher
Associ ations/ Organi zations at Gace Love, Little Burney and
Hat ti esburg Hi gh School, nmenber of the Jennie Brown Circle,

Forrest County NAACP, United Methodi st Wnen, NAACP Advi sory

Comm ttee, Sunday School youth teacher, Nei ghborhood Enhancenent,
Voters' Registration Commttee, Retarded Association for Special
Educati on Students and organi zer of the Gft for Christ Program at

St. Paul United Methodi st Church; and
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VWHEREAS, for her service, Ms. Curtis was a three tine
reci pient of the NAACP Mt her of the Year Award, in addition to
bei ng naned the Long Di stance Runner for St. Paul United Methodi st
Church, Mther of the Year for the NAACP, and

VWHEREAS, though she has traversed the waters of life to now
stand on the gol den heavenly shores, Ms. Curtis' |egacy wll
forever live on in the hearts and nenories of her survivors,
i ncluding: son, MalcolmC Curtis, Jr.; daughter-in-law, Gaendolyn
Curtis; three grandsons, Ml colm (Ebony) Curtis IIl, Kelley D
Curtis and CGeorge E. Curtis; four sisters, Yvonne W MFarl and,
Joy M Giffith, Julia P. Babbs and Bennye K Seraile; and a host
of nieces, nephews, other relatives and friends; and

VWHEREAS, it is the policy of the House of Representatives to
commend the lives of such remarkable individuals as Ms. Curtis,
whose |ife and services transcended the barriers of race, culture
and social status to nmake a positive difference in the |ives of
many M ssi ssi ppi ans:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI, That we do hereby
comend the life of Ms. Helen W Curtis (Big Tod) and express
deepest synpathy to her famly and friends upon her passing.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the famly of Ms. Helen W Curtis and to the nenbers

of the Capitol Press Corps.
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