M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

Representatives Aldridge, Baker (74th), To: Rules

Beckett, Bentz, Bounds, Chism ElIlington,
Fillingane, Nicholson, Parker, Patterson,
Reed, Smth (39th), Turner, Wells-Smth
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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 49

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON URG NG THE FEDERAL COMMUNI CATI ONS
COMM SSI ON TO TAKE SW FT ACTI ON | N PENALI ZI NG CBS BROADCASTI NG,
I NC., FOR THE FEBRUARY 1, 2004, OFFENSI VE SUPER BOAL HALF-TI ME
SHOWN AND TO ASK CONSUMERS AND ADVERTI SERS TO BOYCOIT GOCDS,
PROGRAMM NG AND SPONSCRSHI PS RELATED TO ALL | NDI VI DUALS AND
ENTI TI ES ASSOCI ATED W TH THE PRODUCTI ON OF THE SHOW

VWHEREAS, during the prine-tine broadcast of the Nationa
Foot bal | League's (NFL) Super Bow by CBS Broadcasting, Inc., on
February 1, 2004, the MIV Network's hal f-tinme show featured
entertai nment by several nusicians and singers; and

WHEREAS, the content of the show was indecent, vulgar and
tastel ess, including such activities as Janet Jackson grabbing her
breasts, Justin Tinberlake and Jackson bunping and grindi ng and
gropi ng each other, Sean P. Diddy fondling his crotch,
cheerl eaders perform ng a striptease routine and ot her dancers
simul ati ng sexual activities; and

VWHEREAS, the offensive production ended with an obscene
di splay of nudity by the exposure of Jackson's breast during the
final lyric of the song "Rock Your Body," that includes the

| anguage "...going to have you naked by the end of this song.";
and

VWHEREAS, it is a violation of federal |aw to broadcast
obscene progranming at all times, and to broadcast indecent
progranmm ng between the hours of 6:00 a.m and 10:00 p.m, and the
Federal Communi cati ons Comm ssion (FCC) is charged with the
responsibility of enforcing this |aw, and

VWHEREAS, even if this offensive production does not reach the

| evel of an obscene broadcast under a legal interpretation, it

certainly qualifies as an indecent broadcast, neaning that federal
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|l aws require that its broadcast nust be restricted in order to
avoid tines of the day when there is a reasonable risk that
children may be in the audi ence; and

VWHEREAS, this tastel ess production was aired during a tine
when mllions of young Anericans who are football fans were
wat chi ng the Super Bowl, and the parents of these children had no
advance warning or notice that the content of the show would be so
of fensi ve and i ndecent; and

WHEREAS, regardl ess of which individual (s) engi neered the
final deplorable stunt, the overall content of the entire
hal f-time showis the joint responsibility of the perfornmers, the
NFL, CBS Broadcasting, Inc., and each tel evision station
affiliated wth CBS, MIV Networks and Viacom International, Inc.,
whi ch owns both CBS Broadcasting and MIV Networks; and

VWHEREAS, while sone of the parties involved may claimto have
been unaware of the planned finale of the show, all of the naned
performers and entities associated wth broadcasting the show were
very aware in advance of the overall indecent content of the show,
whet her through observing rehearsals or review ng plans for the
content of the performance, and their clainms of ignorance about
the final stunt are without nerit with regard to the overal
i ndecent content of the show, and

VWHEREAS, it is the responsibility of the FCC to take sw ft
action in this specific instance so that performances of this
obscene and i ndecent nature will not be broadcast in the future on
noncabl e tel evision channels in Anerica, and the FCC is urged to
i npose nonetary fines on CBS Broadcasting and on each tel evision
station affiliated with CBS that broadcast the show, to the
maxi mum anounts al | owabl e; and

VWHEREAS, it is the obligation of those who use or associ ate
the individuals and entities responsible for the offensive program
in connection with advertising or pronoting products or events to

carefully reconsider using those individuals and entities in the
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future, in light of the nessage that such individuals and entities
transmt to the Anerican public, and in particular its nost
cherished resource--our children; and

VWHEREAS, it is hoped that purchases of the body of conmmerci al
and nusical work perforned by all of the perforners involved in
t he production of the show will be boycotted by consuners,
denonstrating the American public's collective disgust in a
nonetary way to these perforners; and

WHEREAS, it is the policy of this Legislature to voice its
opinion on matters which it believes are in the public interest of
the citizens of the State of M ssissippi and our sister states:

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PP, THE SENATE CONCURRI NG
THEREIN, That the FCCis strongly urged to i medi ately take al
action authorized under federal law to penalize the entities
involved in the indecent Super Bow half-tinme show on February 1,
2004, to the fullest extent possible, and that Anmerican citizens
and advertisers are encouraged to denonstrate their displeasure
with the incident by failing to purchase goods or view progranm ng
of fered by individuals or entities associated with the show.

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
furnished to the FCC, the NFL, CBS Broadcasting, Inc., MV
Net wor ks, each television station in the State of M ssissippi that

is affiliated with CBS Broadcasting, Inc., and the Capitol Press

Cor ps.
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