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Representatives Robinson (84th), Horne To: Constitution

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 3

A CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON PROPOSI NG AN AMENDMENT TO THE
M SSI SSI PPl CONSTI TUTI ON OF 1890, TO CREATE A NEW SECTI ON TO
REQUI RE A SPECI AL ELECTI ON TO BE HELD I N THE PROPOSED ANNEXED AREA
OF A COUNTY BEFORE THE GOVERNI NG AUTHORI TI ES OF A MUNI Cl PALI TY OF
THE COUNTY MAY ENLARCGE THE CORPORATE BOUNDARI ES OF THE
MUNI CI PALI TY; TO PRESCRI BE THE PROCEDURE FOR CONDUCTI NG SUCH AN
ELECTI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T RESOLVED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF
M SSI SSI PPI, That the followi ng anendnment to the M ssissipp
Constitution of 1890 is proposed to the qualified electors of the
st at e:

Amend the M ssissippi Constitution of 1890 by creating a new
section to read as foll ows:

"Section . (1) If the governing authorities of any
municipality desire to enlarge the boundaries thereof by adding
adj acent uni ncorporated territory, the governing authorities of
such nmunicipality shall pass a resolution defining with certainty
the territory proposed to be included in the corporate limts, and
al so defining the entire boundary as changed. The resolution
shal | describe in general terns the proposed inprovenents to be
made in the annexed territory, the manner and extent of the
i nprovenents, and the approxinmate tine within which the
i nprovenents are to be made. The resolution also shall contain a
statenent of the municipal or public services that such
muni cipality proposes to render in the annexed territory.

(2) After the passage of the resolution, the board of
supervisors of the county in which the territory proposed to be
annexed is | ocated shall hold a special election on the question

of the proposed annexation. The election shall be held within
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sixty (60) days after passage of the nunicipal resolution. Notice
of the election shall be published in a newspaper having a general
circulation in the territory of the county proposed to be annexed
once a week for three (3) consecutive weeks before the el ection,
and the first publication shall be nmade not |ess than twenty-one
(21) days before the election. The election shall be held in the
same manner as are other county elections. Only those electors
residing in the proposed annexed area may vote in the election. A
majority of those voting in the election nust vote in favor of the
proposed annexation in order for the annexation to be approved.
The results of the election shall be certified by the election
conmm ssioners of the county and shall be the final decision on the
i ssue of annexation. |If there are no qualified electors residing
in the area proposed to be annexed, then no el ection shall take

pl ace and the annexation proceedi ngs shall take place in
accordance wth the laws and statutes that were in effect

i mredi ately before the adoption of this anmendnent.

(3) No election may be held on the question of annexation in
a county or nunicipality nore often than once each three (3)
years.

(4) The provisions of this section shall be self-executing
and shall govern the manner and procedure for authorizing
annexation of additional territory by a municipality
notw t hst andi ng the provisions of any general |aw or statute to
the contrary.

(5) The provisions of this section shall be applicable to
any nuni ci pal annexation proceedi ngs begun on or after January 1,
2005, as well as to such proceedings that began before such date
which may be still pending in any judicial proceeding or appeal of
such proceeding."

BE I T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That this proposed anendnent shall be
submtted by the Secretary of State to the qualified electors at

an election to be held on the first Tuesday after the first Mnday
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of Novenber of 2004, as provided by Section 273 of the
Constitution and by general |aw.

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the expl anation of this proposed
anendnent for the ballot shall read as follows: "This proposed
constitutional amendment provides that before the governing
authorities of a nmunicipality may enlarge the corporate limts of
the nunicipality, a special election nust be held approving the
annexation in the territory proposed to be annexed. The anendnent
al so prescribes the procedure for conducting the election.™

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Attorney General of the
State of M ssissippi shall submt this resolution, inmediately
upon adoption by the Legislature, to the Attorney CGeneral of the
United States or to the United States District Court for the
District of Colunbia, in accordance with the provisions of the

Voting R ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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