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By:

Representatives Scott, Bailey, Banks, To: Educati on;

Bl ackmon, Broonfield, Buck, C arke, Col enan Appropri ations
(65th), Flaggs, Flem ng, Harrison, Hines,
Myers, Straughter, Thonmas, West, Wittington,

Young
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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1641

AN ACT TO PROVI DE AN ALLOTMENT OF FUNDS UNDER THE ADEQUATE
EDUCATI ON PROGRAM FOR THE PURPCSE OF EMPLOYI NG ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
COUNSELORS; TO REQUI RE SUCH FUNDS TO BE ALLOCATED TO THOSE SCHOCL
DI STRI CTS HAVI NG THE H GHEST DOCUMENTED NEED FOR COUNSELCRS; TO
PROVI DE AN ADDI TI ONAL ALLOTMENT OF FUNDS | N EACH SUBSEQUENT FI SCAL
YEAR UNTI L EACH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL HAS EMPLOYED AT LEAST ONE
COUNSELOR; TO AUTHORI ZE LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS TO ASSI GN SCHOOL
COUNSELORS TO PARTI CULAR ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS; TO AUTHORI ZE THE
STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON TO EMPLOY A SUPERVI SOR OF COUNSELORS
AND TO | SSUE REGULATI ONS REGARDI NG THE SERVI CES OF SUCH
COUNSELORS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) Beginning with the 2004-2005 school year, in

addition to other funds allotted under the adequate education
program each school district shall be allotted sufficient funding
to enploy one (1) elenentary school counselor, with funding for an
addi ti onal el enentary school counselor to be allotted per fiscal
year until each el enentary school in the school district has one
(1) state-funded counselor. |If sufficient funding is not
appropriated for each school district to enploy an el enentary
school counselor, the State Departnent of Education shall allocate
such funds to those school districts accredited at Level 1, 2 or 3
whi ch have the greatest need for counselors, as determ ned by
records of the departnment and Division of Youth Services of the
Depart ment of Human Services which reflect those school districts
havi ng the hi ghest incidences of crinme and violence, free |unch
participation and dropouts. Until the tinme that there is a
counselor in every elenentary school at a counselor:student ratio
of 1:500 or greater, the annual appropriation for elenmentary

counsel ors may not be reduced.
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(2) The State Departnment of Education may increase the
nunber of positions funded each year beyond the above requirenents
as noney i s made avail abl e.

(3) The assignnent of the school counselors to the
particul ar elenmentary schools is at the discretion of the | ocal
school district, with the follow ng restrictions:

(a) The counsel or:student ratio may be no | ess than
1: 500, or one (1) counsel or per school building, whichever is
greater.

(b) No individual may be enployed as an el enentary
school counsel or wi thout appropriate training and certification as
a school counselor by the State Departnent of Educati on.

(4) To qualify for m nimum program fundi ng, schoo
counsel ors nmust be full-tinme professional personnel, spend at
| east seventy-five percent (75% of work tinme in a direct
counseling relationship with pupils, and nust devote no nore than
one-fourth (1/4) of the work day to admnistrative activities that
are counsel or rel ated.

(5) This act does not prohibit any school district from
enploying with local funds nore el enentary school counselors than
are provided for in this act.

(6) The State Departnent of Education shall enploy a
supervi sor of counselors who holds certification as a school
counselor. The supervisor's responsibilities nust include the
oversi ght of the new el enentary counseling prograns as well as
exi sting secondary prograns.

(7) The State Departnment of Education nmay adopt rules and
regul ations regarding the activities of the school counselor, and
t he school counsel or may perform such services that are not
i nconsistent wwth the rules and regul ati ons.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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