M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representatives Stringer, Eaton ;O:k Wldlife, Fisheries and
ar ks

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1529

1 AN ACT TO DI RECT THE COWM SSI ON ON W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES AND

2 PARKS TO ESTABLI SH A PI LOT PRQJECT ALLOW NG THE HUNTI NG OF DEER

3 OVER BAI T OR SUPPLEMENTAL FOOD I N CLARKE, COVI NGTON, JASPER,

4 JONES, NEWION AND SM TH COUNTI ES; TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF

5 WLDLIFE, FISHERI ES AND PARKS TO FILE A REPORT OF I TS FI NDI NGS AND
6 RECOMVENDATI ONS W TH THE CHAI RVAN OF THE HOUSE W LDLI FE, FI SHERI ES
7 AND PARKS COW TTEE AND THE CHAI RVAN OF THE SENATE W LDLI FE,

8 FISHERIES AND PARKS COVM TTEE AND TO I NCLUDE IN I TS REPORT I TS

9 RECOVVENDATI ON AS TO THE FEASI BI LI TY OF ESTABLI SHI NG THE PI LOT

10 PROJIECT ON A STATEW DE BASI S; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

11 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
12 SECTION 1. The Conmi ssion on Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks
13 shall establish a pilot project allow ng the hunting of deer over
14 bait or supplenental food. The project shall be limted to

15 d arke, Covington, Jasper, Jones, Newton and Smth Counties, and
16 shall be managed and conducted strictly in accordance with such

17 rules and regul ations as the comm ssion may establish. The

18 comm ssion shall have the Departnent of WIldlife, Fisheries and

19 Parks study and analyze all relevant data and i ssues with regard
20 to the project, including, but not limted to, the inpact that the
21 project has upon the health and density of deer popul ati ons and

22 other wildlife, its affect on surroundi ng habitat, the

23 effectiveness of wildlife | aw enforcenent, the extent to which

24 hunters who participate in the project are successful in

25 harvesting deer and are supportive of the project, the perception
26 of the project by the general public, and the extent to which the
27 project has a favorable inpact on econom c devel opnent and

28 tourism

29 On or before the first day of the 2006 Regul ar Session of the
30 Legislature, the departnment shall file a report of its findings
31 and recommendations concerning the pilot project with the Chairman
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32
33
34
35
36
37
38

of the House WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks Comm ttee and the
Chai rman of the Senate Wl dlife, Fisheries and Parks Committee.
The departnent shall include in its report its recommendation as
to the feasibility of establishing the pilot project on a
st at ewi de basi s.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2004.
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