M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004
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Represent atives Stapl es, Robinson (84th) To: Mlitary Affairs

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1515

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 33-3-17, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
CREATE THE M SSI SSI PPl MEDAL OF VALOR WHICH | S TO BE AWARDED
POSTHUMOUSLY TO THOSE MEMBERS OF THE M SSI SSI PPl NATI ONAL GUARD
VWHO GAVE THEIR LI VES WHI LE I N ACTI VE SERVI CE OF THE UNI TED STATES;
TO PROVI DE THAT THE GOVERNOR MAY AWARD THE M SSI SSI PPl MEDAL OF
VALOR TO MEMBERS OR FORMER MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE
UNI TED STATES WHO WERE AWARDED THE PURPLE HEART OR THE MEDAL OF
HONOR; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 33-3-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

33-3-17. (1) The CGovernor is hereby authorized and enpowered
to decorate nenbers and former nenbers of the M ssissippi National
Guard and nenbers and forner nenbers of the national guard of the
several states and nmenbers and forner menbers of the armed forces
of the United States, who he may deem worthy of such decoration,
wi th such awards, nmedal s or decorations as he may prescribe by
rul es and regul ati ons pronul gated by him and the Governor is
her eby aut horized to pronul gate suitable and reasonabl e rul es and
regul ati ons for such purposes.

(2) The Governor shall award posthunously the

M ssi ssi ppi Medal of Valor to those nenbers of the M ssissipp

Nat i onal Guard who gave their lives while in active service of the

United States as defined in Section 33-1-1(1).

(3) The Governor nay award retroactively the

M ssi ssi ppi Medal of Valor to a nmenber or former nenber of the

arned forces of the United States if such nmenber has been awar ded

t he Medal of Honor or the Purple Heart.

(4) The design of the M ssissippi Medal of Valor is as

follows: A gold nedal with the G eat Seal of the State of
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M ssi ssi ppi superinposed on a cross conbined with crossed sabers

with the words "MEDAL FOR VALCOR' inscribed around the seal. The

medal is suspended froma ribbon of navy bl ue background, with two

w de, vertical white bands. The recipient's nane and rank are

engraved in the reverse side of the nedal. The ribbon carries the

sane colors as described for the nedal.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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