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Representati ve Fl eni ng To: Ways and Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1394

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 27-1-9, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
AUTHORI ZE A COUNTY TAX COLLECTOR TO ENTER | NTO AN AGREEMENT W TH
AN | NDI VI DUAL, BUSI NESS OR ANY OTHER ENTI TY, TO PROVI DE FOR THE
SALE OF A VEHI CLE | DENTI FI CATI ON CARD AT THE SAME TI ME AN
| NDI VI DUAL PURCHASES A MOTOR VEHI CLE TAG TO PROVI DE FOR THE COST
OF THE | DENTI FI CATI ON CARD, TO PROVI DE THAT A PORTI ON OF THE COST
OF THE | DENTI FI CATI ON CARD SHALL BE RETURNED TO THE COUNTY AND TO
THE STATE;, AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 27-1-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-1-9. (1) The follow ng shall be applicable to al
counties and shall pertain to the operation of the assessor and
tax collector's office:

(a) Each assessor and tax collector shall appoint a
sufficient nunber of deputies to assist himin carrying out the
duties of his office and fix their conpensation, subject to the
budget for the assessor and tax collector's office approved by the
county board of supervisors. No deputy shall receive a salary
whi ch exceeds the salary of the assessor and tax coll ector.

(b) The assessor and tax collector shall, at the July
neeting of the board of supervisors, submt a budget of estimted
expenses of his office for the ensuing fiscal year beginning
October 1 in such formas shall be prescribed by the Director of
the State Department of Audit. The board shall exam ne this
proposed budget and determ ne the amobunt to be expended by the
assessor and tax collector in the performance of his duties for
the fiscal year and may increase or reduce said anmount as it deens

necessary and proper.
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The budget shall include anobunts for conpensating deputies
and ot her enpl oyees of the assessor and tax collector's office,
for travel and transportati on expenses of the assessor and tax
col l ector and deputies, for theft insurance prem uns, for
equi pnent and supplies of his office, and for such other expenses
as may be incurred in the performance of the duties of his office.
In addition, the budget shall include anpbunts for the paynent of
prem uns on bonds and other insurance for the assessor and tax
coll ector and his deputies which, in the opinion of the board of
supervi sors, are deened necessary to protect the interests of the
county, or the assessor and tax collector and his deputies. Such
anmounts may include official bonds and any bonds required of his
deputies by the assessor and tax collector; fire and other hazards
i nsurance; and hospitalization insurance as provided for in
Sections 25-15-101, 25-15-103, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

(c) The board of supervisors shall, at its first
neeting of each quarter beginning on Cctober 1, January 1, Apri
1, and July 1, appropriate a lunp sumfor the assessor and tax
coll ector for the expenses of his office during the current
quarter. The quarterly appropriation shall be one-fourth (1/4) of
t he anmount approved in the annual budget unless the assessor and
tax collector requests a different amount. Except in case of
energency, as provided in the county budget |aw, the appropriation
for the quarter beginning in October of the | ast year of the
assessor and tax collector's termshall not exceed one-fourth
(1/4) of the annual budget.

(d) The assessor and tax collector shall file a report
of all expenditures of his office during the preceding nonth with
the board of supervisors for approval at its regular nonthly
meeting in a formto be prescribed by the Director of the State
Department of Audit and upon filing thereof and approval by the
board, the clerk of the board shall issue warrants in paynent

t hereof but not to exceed the budget appropriation for that
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quarter. Any appropriated funds which are unexpended at the end
of the fiscal year shall remain in the county general fund.

(e) The budget for the assessor and tax collector's
office may be revised at any regular neeting by the board of
supervi sors; and upon recomendati on of the assessor and tax
collector, the board may at any regul ar nmeeti ng make suppl enent al
appropriations to his office.

(f) The budget for the assessor and tax collector's
office may include anobunts to cover necessary expenses to provide
equi pnent and personnel to file, store, retain or reproduce al
records, filings or docunents using mcrofilm mcrofiche, data
processi ng, conputers, magnetic tape, optical discs or any other
el ectroni c process which correctly and | egi bly stores and
reproduces or which forns a nmediumfor storing, copying or
reproduci ng docunents, files and records.

(2) A county tax collector may enter into an agreenent with

an i ndividual, business or any other entity to provide for the

sale of a vehicle identification card at the sane ti ne an

i ndi vi dual purchases a notor vehicle tag. The identification card

shall include the state's license plate design on the front of the

card and information regarding the owner's vehicle, including the

owner's nane, nake, nodel, color year and the vehicle

identification nunber on the back of the card. The cost of the

identification card shall be Six Dollars ($6.00), of which Four

Dol lars ($4.00) shall be returned to the manufacturer of the

vehicle identification card, One Dollar ($1.00) shall be retained

by the county where the identification card was purchased and One

Dol l ar ($1.00) shall be deposited into the State General Fund.

This section does not require a county tax collector to provide

for the sale of the identification card nor require an individual

to purchase an identification card.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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