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Represent ati ve Franks To: Conservation and \Water
Resour ces; Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1365

AN ACT TO CREATE THE TASK FORCE ON ENVI RONMENTAL SPENDI NG TO
PROVI DE FOR APPO NTMENT OF THE MEMBERSHI P; TO DESCRI BE THE PURPOSE
OF THE TASK FORCE; TO PROVI DE HOW MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE MAY BE
PAI D; AND FOR RELATED PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) There is created the Task Force on

Envi ronnent al Spendi ng, which will be responsible for studying
state fund appropriations to the M ssissippi Departnent of
Environnmental Quality for programs under the regulation of the
Department of Environnmental Quality and the Conm ssion on
Environnental Quality. The task force will serve as a consensus
group designed to study efforts by the state to reduce state
funding of prograns that the federal governnent can regul ate
effectively.

(2) The task force will consist of ten (10) nenbers.
Menbership of the task force will include one (1) representative
fromeach of the follow ng agencies or entities, as designated by
each respective agency or entity:

(a) State Departnent of Environnmental Quality;
(b) Conmi ssion on Environmental Quality.

(3) In addition to the nmenbers designated in subsection (2)
of this section, nmenbership of the task force will consist of the
fol |l ow ng persons:

(a) Two (2) menmbers of the Conservation and Water
Resources Committee, of the M ssissippi House of Representatives,

appoi nted by the Speaker of the House;
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(b) Two (2) nenbers of the Environnmental Protection,
Conservation and Water Resources Commttee of the M ssissipp
State Senate, appointed by the Lieutenant Governor;

(c) Two (2) nenbers of the Appropriations Commttee of
the M ssissippi House of Representatives, appointed by the
Speaker; and

(d) Two (2) nenbers of the Appropriations Commttee of
the M ssissippi State Senate, appointed by the Lieutenant
Gover nor .

(4) At its first neeting, the task force shall elect a
chai rman and ot her necessary officers fromanong its nenbership.
The chairman and other officers shall be elected annually by the
task force. The task force shall adopt bylaws and rules for its
efficient operation. The task force may establish comm ttees that
w Il be responsible for conducting specific task force prograns or
activities.

(5) The task force shall neet and conduct busi ness at | east
quarterly. Al neetings of the task force and any commttees of
the task force will be open to the public, with opportunities for
public comment provided on a regular basis. Notice of al
neetings shall be given as provided in the Open Meetings Act in
Section 25-41-1 et seq., and appropriate notice also shall be
given to all persons requesting the date, tinme and place of each
nmeeting. Six (6) nenbers of the task force will constitute a
quorum for the transaction of business.

(6) The task force is assigned to the State Legislature for
adm ni strative purposes only, and the State Legi sl ature shal
designate staff to assist the task force.

(7) Menbers of the task force who are not |egislators, may
be conpensated at the per diemrate authorized by Section 25-3-69
and nmay be reinbursed in accordance with Section 25-3-41 for
m | eage and actual expenses incurred in the performance of their

duties. Legislative nenbers of the task force will be paid from
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t he contingent expense funds of their respective houses in the
same manner as provided for commttee neetings when the
Legislature is not in session. However, legislative nenbers wll
not be paid per diemor expenses for attending neetings of the
task force while the Legislature is in session. No task force
menber may i ncur per diem travel or other expenses unl ess
previously authorized by vote at a neeting of the task force that
must be recorded in the official m nutes of the neeting.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2004.
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