M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representative Bl acknon To: Judiciary A _
Apportionnment and El ections

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1066

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 23-15-991, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
2 TO ELI M NATE THE FOURTEEN- MONTH GAP BETWEEN ELECTI ON AND TAKI NG

3 OFFI CE OF CERTAI N SUPREME COURT JUSTI CES; AND FOR RELATED

4  PURPCSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
6 SECTION 1. Section 23-15-991, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
7 anended as follows:

8 23-15-991. The termof office of judges of the Suprenme Court
9 shall be eight (8) years. * * * An election shall be held on the
10 first Tuesday after the first Monday in Novenber imredi ately

11 preceding the expiration of the termof an incunbent in the

12 Suprene Court district fromwhich each i ncunbent was el ected and
13 likew se each eighth year thereafter, at which there shall be

14 elected a successor to the incunbent, whose termof office shal

15 thereafter begin on the first Monday of January of the year in

16 which the termof the incunbent he succeeds expires.

17 SECTION 2. The Attorney CGeneral of the State of M ssissipp
18 shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
19 or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
20 Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
21 District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
22 provisions of the Voting R ghts Act of 1965, as anmended and
23 extended.
24 SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
25 and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting
26 Rights Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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