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Representati ve Espy To: Universities and
Col | eges; Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 985

AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH A SCHOLARSHI P PROGRAM FOR ORPHANS | N
M SSI SSI PPl ; TO REQUI RE SCHOLARSHI P APPLI CATI ONS TO | NCLUDE
DOCUMENTATI ON FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVI CES VERI FYI NG THE
APPLI CANT' S STATUS AS AN ORPHAN, TO PROVI DE THAT SCHOLARSHI PS NAY
BE AWARDED TO BOTH FULL-TI ME AND PART-TI ME STUDENTS; TO PROVI DE
THAT THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS OF HI GHER
LEARNI NG SHALL BE THE ADM NI STERI NG AGENCY OF THE SCHOLARSHI P
PROGRAM AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. (1) Beginning with the 2005-2006 acadenic years,

any child who is an orphan in the State of Mssissippi is entitled
to a conplete scholarship, including tuition, roomand neals,
books, school supplies, materials and dues or fees for
extracurricular activities, at any public comunity or junior
college or state institution of higher learning within this state
in exchange for two (2) years' public service in the enploy of the
State of M ssissippi or any political subdivision of the state.

For the purposes of this section, the term"orphan” nmeans a child
who does not have a parent, guardian or custodian, including a
foster parent; however, custody by the Departnent of Human

Servi ces does not render a child ineligible for a scholarship
under this section.

(2) Any person considered to be an orphan under the age of
twenty-one (21) years who is enrolled in or accepted for
enrollment at a state institution of higher learning or a public
comunity or junior college in Mssissippi nmay apply for a
schol arshi p under this section. An application nust be
acconpani ed by witten docunentation fromthe Departnent of Human

Services verifying the child' s status as an orphan and any ot her
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information that may be required under rules or regul ations
est abl i shed under subsection (6) of this section.

(3) The maxi num annual award that may be made under the
schol arshi p program may not exceed the total cost of tuition, room
and neal s, books, school supplies, materials and dues or fees for
extracurricular activities at the institution or college at which
the student is enrolled. Both full-tine and part-tinme students
may apply for awards under this section. Students enrolling on a
full-time basis may receive a maxi num of four (4) annual awards
or, in those instances when a degree programrequires five (5)
years for conpletion, five (5) annual awards. The nunber of
awards that may be nmade to a student attending school on a
part-tinme basis nmay not exceed the length of tinme required to
conpl ete the associ ate or baccal aureate degree or certificate
programtoward which the student is working. A person who has a
baccal aureate degree is not eligible for a scholarship under the
program and any person who has an associ ate degree nay receive
awards only in furtherance of a baccal aureate degree.

(4) (a) For the purpose of establishing the eligibility of
applicants for schol arshi ps under this section, the Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of Hi gher Learning, jointly with
the State Board for Community and Junior Colleges, shall define
Wi th specificity the term"orphan,” which definition nust be
consistent with the general definition of the termascribed in
subsection (1) of this section. The definition nust be included
in the rules and regul ati ons established under subsection (6) of
this section.

(b) The Departnent of Human Services shall establish
objective criteria to be considered by the departnment when
determ ning whether a child nay be deened an orphan for purposes
of this section.

(5 As a condition for renewal of a scholarship, a student

must make steady academ c progress toward a certificate or
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associ ate or baccal aureate degree, as certified by the
institution's registrar, and nust maintain a cunul ative grade
poi nt average of at |east 2.00 calculated on a 4.00 scale at the
end of each term

(6) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning and the State Board for Community and Juni or Col | eges
jointly shall promul gate rules and regul ati ons necessary to carry
out the purposes and intent of this section. The Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning shall adm nister
the program which shall be inplenented beginning with the
2005- 2006 academ c year.

(7) Except in those cases where enpl oynent positions may not
be available, within six (6) nonths of earning a certificate or
associ ate or baccal aureate degree, a recipient of a scholarship
under this section shall begin to render service as an enpl oyee of
the State of M ssissippi or any political subdivision of the
state. The person shall render no less than two (2) years
service as an enployee of the state or |ocal governnental entity.

(8) Any person failing to conplete his public service
obligation, as required under subsection (7) of this section, is
|iable to the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning for the sumof all scholarship awards nmade to that person
| ess the correspondi ng anount of any awards for which service has
been rendered, plus interest accruing at the current Stafford Loan
rate at the tine the person discontinues his service, except in
the case of a deferral of debt for cause by the board when there
is no enploynent position available upon the recipient's
conpletion of the certificate program or associate or
baccal aureate degree. After the period of any deferral, the
person shall begin his or her enploynent in public service as
requi red under subsection (7) or shall becone |liable to the board
under this subsection. |If a claimfor paynent under this

subsection is placed in the hands of an attorney for collection,
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the obligor is liable for an additional anpbunt equal to a
reasonabl e attorney's fee.

(9) It is the intent of the Legislature to fully fund
schol arships to eligible students under this program |f funds
are insufficient to fully fund scholarships to all eligible
applicants, the board shall award the scholarships to first-tine
students on a first-conme, first-served basis; however, priority
consi deration nust be given to persons previously receiving awards
under the program who are maki ng steady academ ¢ progress toward
conpletion of a certificate program or associ ate or baccal aureate
degr ee.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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