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Representatives Wells-Smith, Flaggs To: Juvenile Justice;
Appropri ations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 983

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 2, CHAPTER 602, LAWS OF 2002, AS
AMENDED BY CHAPTER 444, LAWS OF 2003, VH CH CREATED THE JUVEN LE
DETENTI ON FACI LI TI ES TASK FORCE; TO EXTEND THE REPORTI NG DATE OF
THE TASK FORCE FROM NOVEMBER 1, 2003, TO DECEMBER 1, 2004; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 2 of Chapter 602, Laws of 2002, as
anended by Chapter 444, Laws of 2003, is amended as foll ows:

Section 2. (1) There is established a Juvenile Detention
Facilities Task Force, the duties of which shall be to devel op
uni form standards for juvenile detention facilities in the state.
The uni form standards shall address the following areas, at a
m ni mum

(a) Operations of juvenile detention facilities;

(b) Progranms and services provided by juvenile
detention facilities; and

(c) Training of juvenile detention facility staff.

The task force shall utilize the Standards for Juvenile
Detention Facilities, 3rd Edition, devel oped by the Anerican
Correctional Association in cooperation with the Conmm ssion on
Accreditation for Corrections, as a guide for devel oping the
uni f orm st andar ds.

(2) The Juvenile Detention Facilities Task Force established

by Section 2, Chapter 602, Laws of 2002, is reestablished on March

18, 2003. In addition to the duties described in subsection (1)
of this section, the task force shall determ ne and recomend the

fol | ow ng:
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(a) A state agency to adm nister and enforce the
uni form standards for juvenile detention facilities that have been
establi shed by the task force;

(b) Appropriate sanctions for nonconpliance with the
uni form standards to be inposed on juvenile detention facilities
by the adm ni stering agency that is selected by the task force;

(c) The conposition and duties of an advisory board
that will advise the adm nistering agency sel ected by the task
force on matters relating to juvenile detention facilities;

(d) The role of local governnment in adm nistering
juvenil e detention centers; and

(e) The anount of funding needed to staff and
facilitate the adm ni stering agency described in paragraph (a) of
this subsection inits duties relating to juvenile detention
centers, together with the sources and nethods of providing that
f undi ng.

(3) The task force shall consist of seventeen (17) nenbers
as foll ows:

(a) Two (2) administrators of juvenile detention
centers, appointed by the Executive Director of the D vision of
Public Safety Planning of the Departnent of Public Safety;

(b) ©One (1) representative of the Ofice of Youth
Services of the Departnent of Human Servi ces;

(c) One (1) representative of the Division of Public
Safety Pl anning of the Departnent of Public Safety;

(d) One (1) representative of the State Departnent of
Heal t h;

(e) One (1) representative of the M ssissipp
Associ ati on of Supervisors;

(f) One (1) representative of education, appointed by
the State Superintendent of Public Education;

(g0 One (1) county sheriff who is a representative of

the M ssissippi Sheriff's Association;
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(h) One (1) representative of a youth advocacy
organi zati on or group, appointed by the Director of the Ofice of
Yout h Services of the Departnent of Human Servi ces;

(i) One (1) youth court judge who is a representative
of the M ssissippi Council of Youth Court Judges;

(j) Two (2) nenbers of the Juvenile Justice Commttee
of the M ssissippi House of Representatives, appointed by the
Speaker of the House;

(k) Two (2) menbers of the Juvenile Justice Conmittee
of the M ssissippi Senate, appointed by the Lieutenant Governor;

() ©One (1) attorney who has experience in youth court
matters, appointed by the Executive Director of the Division of
Public Safety Planning of the Departnent of Public Safety; and

(m Two (2) nenbers fromthe faith-based commnity,
appoi nted by the Governor.

(4) At its first neeting, the task force shall elect a
chai rman and vice chairman fromits nenbership, and shall adopt
rules for transacting its business and keeping records. |If
sufficient funds are available to the task force for that purpose,
menbers of the task force may receive a per diemin the anount
provided in Section 25-3-69 for each day engaged in the business
of the task force, and nenbers of the task force other than the
| egi sl ative nenbers may receive rei nbursement for travel expenses
incurred while engaged in official business of the task force in
accordance with Section 25-3-41.

(5) Before Decenber 1, 2004, the task force shall nake a

report of its work and recommendations, and it shall submt a copy
of the report to the Legislature and the Governor.

(6) The task force shall be assigned to the Division of
Public Safety Planning of the Departnent of Public Safety for
adm ni strative purposes only, and the D vision of Public Safety
Pl anni ng shall designate staff to assist the task force. The task

force may solicit grants, donations and other funds, and may
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accept and expend any funds that are nmade available to the task
force to carry out its purpose. However, no state general funds
may be used to pay any expenses of the task force.

(7) Al agencies, departnents, offices and institutions of
the state, including the state universities and the community and
junior colleges, shall cooperate with the task force with such
assi stance as requested by the task force.

(8) After the presentation of its report to the Legislature
and the Governor, the task force shall be dissol ved.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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