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Representati ve Eaton To: Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 953

AN ACT TO CREATE THE RURAL COUNTY AMBULANCE SERVI CE GRANT
FUND, VWH CH SHALL BE ADM NI STERED BY THE M SSI SSI PPl DEVELOPMENT
AUTHORI TY; TO PROVI DE THAT THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ESTABLI SH AND
| MPLEMENT A PROGRAM FOR THE PURPCSE OF MAKI NG GRANTS FROM THE FUND
TO COUNTI ES WTH A POPULATI ON OF NOT MORE THAN 17, 000 AND W THOUT
A COUNTY HOSPI TAL, WHI CH SHALL BE USED FOR CONTRACTI NG FOR
ADEQUATE AMBULANCE SERVI CE | N THE COUNTY; TO PROVI DE THAT THE
GRANT FUND W LL CONSI ST OF FUNDS APPRCPRI ATED BY THE LEG SLATURE
FROM THE HEALTH CARE EXPENDABLE FUND;, AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. As used in this act, the follow ng words shal

have the neanings ascribed in this section unless the context
clearly requires otherw se:

(a) "Departnment” neans the M ssissippi Devel opnent
Aut hority.

(b) "Fund" neans the Rural County Anbul ance Service
G ant Fund.

(c) "Rural county" neans a county that has a popul ation
of not nore than seventeen thousand (17,000), according to the
nost recent federal decennial census, and that does not have a
county-owned hospital.

SECTION 2. (1) There is created a special fund in the State

Treasury to be known as the Rural County Anbul ance Service G ant
Fund, which shall be adm nistered by the departnent. The
departnment shall establish and inplenent a program for the purpose
of making grants fromthe fund to rural counties, which shall be
used to suppl enent existing county funds for contracting for
adequat e anbul ance service in the county. The fund shall consi st
of not |l ess than Six Hundred Thousand Dol | ars ($600, 000. 00)

appropriated annually by the Legislature fromthe Health Care
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Expendabl e Fund establi shed under Section 43-13-407. Unexpended
anounts remaining in the fund at the end of a fiscal year shal
not | apse into the State CGeneral Fund. Any interest earned or
i nvest ment earnings on anounts in the fund shall be deposited into
t he fund.

(2) The departnent shall make the grants fromthe fund
avai lable to the counties through the planning and devel opnent
districts. Any county that is eligible for a grant fromthe fund
shall apply for the grant through the planning and devel opnent
district in which the county is |ocated. The maxi num anount of
any one (1) grant that nmay be made to a county is One Hundred
Thousand Dol | ars ($100, 000. 00).

(3) The departnent shall have all powers necessary to
i npl ement and adm ni ster the program provided for in this section,
and the departnent shall pronulgate rules and regul ations
necessary for the inplenentation and adm nistration of the
progr am

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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