M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representatives Reynolds, Baker (74th), To: Public Health and Hunman
Bl acknon, Brown, Cal houn, Col eman (29th), Services; Appropriations
Cumm ngs, Dedeaux, Eaton, Franks, G bbs,

Green, Holloway, Jennings, Markham WMyhal l

McBride, MI|es, Mak, Mntgonery, Moss,

Pi erce, Robinson (63rd), Rogers (61st), Smith (59th), Vince, Ward,

Wat son, Weat hersby, Whittington, Peranich, Scott, Straughter, Evans,
Patterson, Ham |ton (6th)

HOUSE BI LL NO. 850
(As Passed t he House)

AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH THE M SSI SSI PPl SENI ORS AND | NDI GENTS RX
PROGRAM | N THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, TO PROVI DE THAT THE
PURPOSE OF THE PROGRAM | S TO HELP SENI OR CI TI ZENS AND QUALI FI ED
| NDI GENTS ACCESS PHARMACEUTI CAL MANUFACTURERS' DI SCOUNT CARDS AND
PHARMACEUTI CAL ASSI STANCE PROGRAMS AND TO PROVI DE SENI ORS AND
QUALI FI ED | NDI GENTS W TH APPLI CATI ONS FOR THOSE PROGRAMS; TO
PROVI DE THAT THE DEPARTMENT SHALL COORDI NATE THE OPERATI ON OF THE
PROGRAM W TH OTHER STATE AGENCI ES TO MAXI M ZE THE SERVI CES
AVAI LABLE AND M NI M ZE THE PAPERWORK AND | NCONVENI ENCE TO THE
10 SENI ORS AND QUALI FI ED | NDI GENTS; TO AUTHORI ZE THE DEPARTMENT TO
11 DEVELOP, MNAI NTAIN AND MAKE AVAI LABLE AN | NTERNET- BASED APPL| CATI ON
12 FORM TO THE GENERAL PUBLI C AND TO THOSE OTHER STATE AGENCI ES SO
13 THAT SENI ORS AND QUALI FI ED | NDI GENTS MAY GET APPLI CATI ONS FOR
14 PHARVACEUTI CAL ASSI STANCE PROGRAMS AT THE LOCAL OFFI CES OF ANY OF
15 THOSE STATE ACENCI ES; TO PROVI DE THAT THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PREPARE
16 AND SUBM T AN ANNUAL REPCORT ON THE PROGRAM TO CERTAI N STATE
17 OFFICAALS;, TO PROVI DE THAT THE STATE BOARD OF PHARVACY MNAY
18 ESTABLI SH AND NMAI NTAIN A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES PRESCRI PTI ON
19  MONI TORI NG PROGRAM  VHI CH MAY BE AN ELECTRONI C SYSTEM FOR
20 MONI TORI NG THE DI SPENSI NG OF CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES | N THE STATE;
21 AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

22 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

23 SECTION 1. Sections 1 through 6 of this act shall be known

24 and may be cited as the "M ssissippi Seniors and | ndigents Rx
25 Program™
26 SECTION 2. As used in Sections 1 through 6 of this act, the

27 following terms shall have the foll ow ng neanings:
28 (a) "Departnment” neans the State Departnent of Health.
29 (b) "Progranmt means the M ssissippi Seniors and

30 Indigents Rx Program established in Sections 1 through 6 of this

31 act.
32 SECTION 3. (1) The Legislature finds that nmany | ow i ncone

33 seniors and other indigents are unaware of bona fide assistance

34 prograns that are voluntarily offered by pharmaceutica

35 nmanufacturers to the elderly and underprivileged. 1[It is the
36 intent of the Legislature to take steps necessary to make it nore
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w dely known that such assistance is available and to nake it
easier for people to apply for that assistance.

(2) The M ssissippi Seniors and Indigents Rx Programis
established in the State Departnment of Health to help seniors and
qualified indigents in accessing pharnaceutical manufacturers’

di scount cards and pharnmaceutical assistance prograns and to
provide seniors and qualified indigents with applications for
those prograns. The departnent shall coordinate the operation of
the programw th the Division of Medicaid, the Departnent of

Mental Health, the Departnment of Human Services and the State
Departnent of Rehabilitation Services to insure that the services
avai |l abl e under the programare maxi m zed and that paperwork and

i nconveni ence to the seniors and qualified indigents are
mnimzed. The departnment nay devel op, maintain and make
avai l abl e an Internet-based application formto the general public
and to each of those state agencies so that seniors and qualified
i ndi gents may get applications for pharmaceutical assistance
prograns at the |ocal offices of any of those state agencies. The
departnment may coordi nate with pharmaceutical nmanufacturers to
obtain program applications at no cost to the state.

SECTION 4. Subject to appropriation for the program the

departnent may provide assistance to persons determned to be

eligible for services authorized by Sections 1 through 6 of this

act. The assistance provided by the departnent may incl ude:
(a) Assisting seniors and qualified indigents in
accessi ng manuf acturers' pharmaceutical assistance program
applications; and
(b) Assisting seniors and qualified indigents in
appl ying for manufacturers' pharnmaceutical assistance prograns.

SECTION 5. The departnent may seek and receive voluntary

noni es from any sources, including federal funds and gifts, which

shal | be expended for the purposes specified in Sections 1 through

6 of this act. The departnent al so may accept voluntary funding
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in the formof grants available to build conmunity, public sector
and private sector partnerships. The departnent shall include

wi thin the devel opnent of the programthe assistance of

foundati ons, i ndependent and chain comunity pharnacists,

vol unt eers, state agencies, comrunity groups, religious groups,
area agenci es on aging, corporations, hospitals, physicians, and
any other entity that can further the intent of the program

SECTION 6. The departnent shall prepare and submt an annual

report on the programto the Governor, Lieutenant Governor,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, the Chairman of the
Senate Public Health and Welfare Commttee and the Chairman of the
House Public Health and Human Services Commttee. Those reports
shal | include the nunber of clients served, the nunber of
prescriptions filled and refilled, and the val ue of the drugs
provi ded.

SECTION 7. (1) The State Board of Pharnmacy may establish

and maintain a controll ed substances prescription nonitoring
program which may be an electronic systemfor nonitoring the
di spensing of controlled substances in the state.

(2) The board nmay contract with a vendor to establish and
mai ntain the electronic nonitoring system under guidelines
promul gated by the board.

(3) The board may pronul gate such rules and regul ati ons as
necessary to inplenent the program

SECTION 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.

H B. No. 850 *HR40/R219PH*
04/ HRA0/ R219PH ST: Seniors and Indigents Rx Progranm establish
PAGE 3 (RF\BD) to hel p access drug manufacturers di scount cards

and assi stance prograns.



