M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representatives Fredericks, Janus, To: Public Health and Hunman
Dedeaux, Quice, |shee, Patterson, Peranich, Servi ces
Si npson

HOUSE BI LL NO. 671

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 73-53-13, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,

2 TO REVI SE THE REQUI REMENTS FOR A SCCI AL WORKER LI CENSE TO PROVI DE
3 THAT PERSONS WHO HAVE A BACCALAUREATE DEGREE | N PSYCHOLOGY

4  SOCI OLOGY, NURSI NG OR CRIM NAL JUSTI CE FROM AN ACCREDI TED COLLEGE
5 OR UNIVERSITY ARE ELI G BLE FOR THE LI CENSE; AND FOR RELATED

6 PURPOSES.

7 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
8 SECTION 1. Section 73-53-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

9 anended as follows:

10 73-53-13. The board shall issue the appropriate |license to
11 applicants who neet the qualifications of this section.

12 (a) Prerequisites - "social worker": A license as a

13 "social worker" shall be issued to an applicant who neets the

14 follow ng qualifications:

15 (i) Has a baccal aureate degree in social work from
16 a college or university accredited by the Council on Social Wrk
17 Education or Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, or has
18 a baccal aureate degree in psychol ogy, sociol ogy, nursing or

19 <crimnal justice froman accredited college or university, and has
20 satisfactorily conpleted an exam nation for this |license; or
21 (ii) Has a conparable |license or registration from
22 another state or territory of the United States that inposes
23 qualifications substantially simlar to those of this chapter.
24 (b) Prerequisites - "master social worker": A license
25 as a "nmaster social worker"” shall be issued to an applicant who
26 neets the follow ng qualifications:
27 (i) Has a doctorate or master's degree froma
28 school of social work accredited by the Council on Social Wrk
29 Education; and
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(11) Has satisfactorily conpleted an exam nation
for his |icense; or

(i1i1) Has a conparable license or registration
fromanother state or territory of the United States that inposes
qualifications substantially simlar to those of this chapter.

(c) Prerequisites - "certified social worker": A
license as a "certified social worker" shall be issued to an
applicant who neets the follow ng qualifications:

(1) Is licensed under this section as a "master
soci al worker"; and

(i1i1) Has twenty-four (24) nonths of experience
acceptable to the board, under appropriate supervision; and

(ti1) Has satisfactorily conpleted a state
exam nation for this |license; or

(iv) Has a conparable license or registration from
another state or territory of the United States that inposes
qualifications substantially simlar to those of this chapter.

(d) In addition to the above qualifications, an
applicant for any of the above |licenses nmust prove to the board's
satisfaction:

(i) Age of at |east twenty-one (21) years, and

(ii1) Good noral character, which is a continuing
requi renent for |icensure, and

(ti1) United States citizenship or status as a
| egal resident alien, and

(iv) Absence of conviction of a felony related to
the practice of social work for the last ten (10) years, and

(v) That the applicant has not been decl ared
mental ly i nconpetent by any court, and if any such decree has ever
been rendered, that the decree has since been changed, and

(vi) Freedom from dependency on al cohol or drugs.
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(e) Only individuals licensed as "certified social
wor kers" shall be permtted to call thenselves "clinical social
wor kers. "
Each application or filing nade under this section shal
i nclude the social security nunber(s) of the applicant in
accordance wth Section 93-11-64.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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