M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

Represent ati ves Chism Robi nson (84t h) To: Insurance

HOUSE BI LL NO. 535

AN ACT TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY TO SELECT
RANDOM SAMPLES OF REGQ STRATI ONS OF MOTOR VEHI CLES, OR OMNERS
THERECF, FOR THE PURPOSE OF VERI FYI NG VHETHER OR NOT' THE MOTOR
VEHI CLES ARE | NSURED;, TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY
TO SUSPEND THE VEHI CLE REG STRATI ON OF ANY MOTOR VEH CLE
DETERM NED TO BE I N VI OLATI ON OF THE PROVI SI ONS OF THE MOTOR
VEHI CLE SAFETY RESPONSI Bl LI TY LAW TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLI C SAFETY TO FURNI SH A LI ST OF OMNERS WHOSE LI CENSE PLATES
HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED PURSUANT TO THE MOTOR VEHI CLE SAFETY
RESPONSI BI LI TY LAW TO OFFI CI ALS AUTHORI ZED TO | SSUE MOTOR VEHI CLE
LI CENSE PLATES; TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY TO
SUSPEND THE OMNER' S VEHI CLE REG STRATI ON | F THE DEPARTMENT
DETERM NES THAT THE PROCOF OF | NSURANCE SUBM TTED BY A MOTOR
VEH CLE OMNER | S FALSE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) The departnent shall select random sanpl es

of registrations of notor vehicles subject to this chapter, or
owners thereof, for the purpose of verifying whether or not the
not or vehicles are insured.

(2) In addition to such general random sanples of notor
vehicle registrations, the departnment shall select for
verification other random sanples, including, but not limted to,
regi strations of notor vehicles owned by persons:

(a) Wose notor vehicle registrations during the
precedi ng four (4) years have been suspended pursuant to Section
63- 15- 11.

(b) Who during the preceding four (4) years have been
convicted of violating Section 63-15-4 while operating vehicles
owned by ot her persons.

(c) Wose driving privileges have been suspended or

revoked during the preceding four (4) years.

H B. No. 535 *HR12/R543* &/ 5
04/ HR12/ R543
PAGE 1 (Ms\DO)



32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64

(d) Who during the preceding four (4) years have
recei ved a disposition of supervision by the courts of this state
for a violation of the provisions of this chapter.

(3) The departnent shall send to owners of randomy
sel ected notor vehicles, requests for information about their
notor vehicles and liability insurance coverage. The request
shall require the owner to state:

(a) \Whether or not the notor vehicle was insured on the
verification date stated in the departnent's request, and the
reason no insurance existed for the vehicle if not insured;

(b) The nane, address and tel ephone nunber of the
i nsurance conpany that insures the notor vehicle;

(c) The effective date of the policy and the expiration
date of the policy;

(d) The owner's signature; and

(e) The policy nunber.

(4) Wthin thirty (30) cal endar days after the departnent
mail s a request, the owner to whomit is sent shall furnish the
requested information to the departnment with the owner's signed
and dated affirmation that such information is true and correct.
Proof of insurance in effect on the verification date, as
prescribed by the departnent, may be considered by the departnent
to be a satisfactory response to the request for information.

(5) Any owner whose response indicates that his or her
vehicl e was not covered by a liability insurance policy in
accordance with the liability limts required in Section
63-15-3(j) shall be deened to have regi stered or naintained
registration of a notor vehicle in violation of that section. Any
owner who fails to respond to such a request shall be deened to
have regi stered or maintained registration of a notor vehicle in
violation of liability imts required in Section 63-15-3(j).

(6) If the owner responds to the request for information by

asserting that his vehicle was covered by a liability insurance
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policy on the verification date stated in the departnent's
request, the departnent may conduct a verification of the response
by furnishing necessary information to the insurer nanmed in the
response. The insurer shall within thirty (30) cal endar days
informthe departnent if on the verification date stated the notor
vehicl e was not insured by the insurer in accordance with the
liability limts required in Section 63-15-3(j).

(7) No random sanpl e sel ected under this section shall be
categorized on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national
origin, ancestry, age, marital status, physical or nental
disability, econom c status or geography.

SECTION 2. |If the departnent determ nes that an owner has

registered or maintained the registration of a notor vehicle
without a liability insurance policy in conpliance with the
liability limts in Section 63-15-3(j), the departnent shal
notify the owner that such owner's vehicle registration shall be
suspended forty-five (45) cal endar days after the date of the
mai | ing of the notice unless the owner within thirty (30) cal endar
days furni shes proof of insurance in effect on the verification
date, as prescribed by the departnent. The notice shall be in
witing and shall be mailed by first class U S. Postal Service or
by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the owner's | ast
known address.

SECTION 3. (1) The departnent shall suspend the vehicle

registration of any notor vehicle determned to be in violation of
the provisions of this chapter, including any notor vehicle
operated in violation of Section 63-15-4 by an operator other than
the owner of the vehicle. Neither the fact that, subsequent to
the date of verification or violation, the owner acquired the
required liability insurance policy nor the fact that the owner
term nated ownership of the notor vehicle shall have any bearing

upon the required suspension.

H B. No. 535 *HR12/R543*
04/ HR12/ R543
PAGE 3 (Ms\DO)



97

98

99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129

(2) The registration of any notor vehicle registered in this
state shall be suspended upon the departnent receiving notice of
the conviction of the operator of the notor vehicle in another
state of an offense which, if conmtted in this state, would
constitute a violation of this chapter. Until it is term nated,
any suspension under this chapter shall remain in force even if
the registration is renewed or a new registration is acquired for
the notor vehicle.

(3) In the case of a first violation, the departnent shal
term nate the suspension upon paynent by the owner of a
rei nstatenent fee of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) in certified
funds and subm ssion of proof of insurance as prescribed by the
departnment. Upon a first violation, the ower's nanme and
identifying information shall be provided to the director by the
departnent, for the purpose of requiring the ower to purchase and
mai ntai n i nsurance pursuant to this chapter for a period of one
(1) year.

(4) In the case of a second or subsequent violation by a
person having ownership interest in a notor vehicle or vehicles
Wi thin the preceding four (4) years, or a violation of this
chapter, the departnent shall term nate the suspension four (4)
nonths after its effective date upon paynent by the owner of a
rei nstatenent fee of Two Hundred Dol lars ($200.00) in certified
funds and subm ssion of proof of insurance as prescribed by the
departnent. In the case of a second or subsequent violation, the
owner's nane and identifying information shall be provided to the
director by the departnent, for the purpose of the director
requiring the owner to purchase and mai ntain insurance pursuant to
this chapter for a period of three (3) years.

(5 Al fees collected under this section shall be retained
by the departnent for use in the admnistration of this chapter.
Refunds of reinstatenent fees shall be granted in cases of

duplicate paynent, or as approved by the departnent.
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SECTION 4. (1) No later than the tenth day of each nonth,

t he departnent shall provide a current |ist of owners whose

| i cense pl ates have been suspended pursuant to this chapter to
officials authorized to issue notor vehicle |icense plates or
authorized to performother duties in connection with the issuance
of notor vehicle license plates, or both. The departnent may
provide the list electronically to those officials indicating a
preference for electronic transm ssion of information.

(2) Al officials authorized by law to register notor
vehi cl es, issue notor vehicle license plates and to perform ot her
duties in connection with the issuance of notor vehicle |icense
pl ates shall refuse to register or reregister a notor vehicle or
refuse to transfer the license plates if the registration is
suspended pursuant to this chapter.

(3) Beginning January 1, 2005, all officials authorized by
law to i ssue notor vehicle license plates shall obtain, when
issuing or transferring notor vehicle registrations, the driver's
| i cense nunber of the owner of the vehicle, or, if the owner does
not have a driver's |license nunber, or for a conpany or other
entity, the federal enployer identification nunber, for inclusion
with the notor vehicle registration records in the state and
county dat abases. However, the county shall not include these
nunbers on the notor vehicle registration receipts. This
information shall be used by the departnent in the adm nistration
of the provisions of this chapter.

(4) Oficials authorized to issue notor vehicle |icense
pl ates shall require an affirmation that the owners are in
conpliance wwth the liability insurance requirenments of this
chapter on each registration and on each transfer of registration.
If the county allows renewal by mail or electronic neans, it shal
allow the owner to indicate conpliance with this chapter by
including affirmation | anguage as devel oped by the departnent on

the renewal notice along with a signature line on mail renewal s
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and an alternative nethod to indicate acceptance of the
affirmati on on el ectronic renewal s.

SECTION 5. (1) If the departnent determ nes that the proof

of insurance submtted by a notor vehicle owner under this chapter
is false, the departnent shall suspend the owner's vehicle
registration. The departnent shall term nate the suspension siXx
(6) nmonths after its effective date upon paynent by the owner of a
rei nstatenent fee of Two Hundred Dol lars ($200.00) in certified
funds and subm ssion of proof of insurance as prescribed by the
depart nent .

(2) Al funds collected under this section shall be retained
by the departnent for use in the admnistration of this chapter.

SECTION 6. The provisions of this act shall be codified
within Chapter 15, Title 63, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

SECTION 7. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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