M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By: Representative Robinson (84th) ;O:k Wildlife, Fisheries and
ar ks

HOUSE BI LL NO. 359

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 49-7-31, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
2 ALLONTHE USE OF DEER FEEDERS PERM TTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF

3 WLDLIFE, FISHER ES AND PARKS; TO PROVI DE A FEE FOR DEER FEEDERS
4 TO PROVI DE PENALTI ES FOR VI OLATIONS OF THI S ACT; AND FOR RELATED
5  PURPOSES.

6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
7 SECTION 1. Section 49-7-31, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

8 anended as follows:

9 49-7-31. (1) The open season for gane birds and gane

10 animals shall be as follows:

11 (a) On bobwhite quail: The season shall open on

12 Thanksgi ving day and run through the first Saturday in March next
13 follow ng.

14 (b) On pheasant: There shall be no open season on

15 pheasant.

16 (c) On wild turkey: The comm ssion shall fix the

17 spring season between the Saturday nearest March 20 and May 1 in
18 designated areas. In addition, the conm ssion nmay fix speci al

19 fall either-sex seasons.

20 (d) On squirrel

21 (i) Zone 1. For areas north of H ghway 82 plus
22 those portions of Sunflower County and Washi ngton County south of
23 Highway 82 the season shall open on the Saturday nearest Cctober 1
24 and run through February 28.

25 (ii) Zone 2: For areas between H ghway 82 and
26 Hi ghway 84, plus such portions of the state south of H ghway 84
27 and west of Interstate 55, the season shall open on the Saturday
28 nearest Cctober 15 and run through February 28.
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(tiit) Zone 3: For areas south of H ghway 84 and
east of Interstate 55 the season shall open on the |ast Saturday
in Cctober and run through February 28.

(e) On deer:

(i) Wth bow and arrow. Cctober 1 through the
Friday prior to Thanksgi ving.

(i) Wth guns and with dogs: Fromthe Saturday
prior to Thanksgiving through Decenber 1.

(tit) Wth primtive weapons and w t hout dogs:
Decenber 2 through Decenber 15.

(tv) Wth guns and wi thout dogs: Decenber 16
t hrough Decenber 23. However, the comm ssion may all ow hunting
statewide or in specific areas wth any | egal weapon which it may
desi gnate w thout dogs after the end of the | ast season for
hunting deer with guns and with dogs, but the season with |egal
desi gnat ed weapons and w t hout dogs shall not extend beyond
January 31

(v) Wth guns and with dogs: Decenber 24 through
a date fixed by the comm ssion that will provide a total of
thirty-nine (39) days of hunting deer with guns and with dogs when
added to the nunber of days provided for hunting deer with guns
and with dogs in paragraph (e)(ii).

(vi) When hunting deer during any gun season on
deer, a hunter nust wear in full view five hundred (500) square
i nches of solid unbroken fluorescent orange.

(vii) In order to set and regul ate the deer
seasons, the conmm ssion may:

A.  Set and regul ate the deer seasons on
wi | dlife managenent areas which it adm nisters;

B. Allowthe harvesting of antlerless deer in
the districts or zones upon the recommendati on of the executive
di rector based upon good and substantial quantitative data and

research eval uations that denonstrate that the harvesting is
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necessary to properly manage the herd. The comm ssion, only upon
t he recommendati on of the executive director, may allow the
harvesting of antlerless deer during the deer season with guns and
Wi th dogs by a majority vote of the commssion. Nothing in this
section prohibits the harvesting of either sex deer by | andowners
or | easehol ders on private | ands under a deer managenent program
prescribed or approved by the executive director.

C. Provide a special permt for the
harvesting of deer when they are depredating and destroying crops.
The departnent shall supervise the harvesting and provide for the
sal vaging of the neat of the animals. The conm ssion may
aut hori ze the departnment to assist any farmer in this state, who
sustains crop danmage by wildlife, in eradication of the problem
wildlife.

(viii) The use of deer feeders is authorized in

any deer season. Any person desiring to use a deer feeder shal

pay a permt fee of Ten Dollars ($10.00) to the Departnent of

WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks for each deer feeder. The unl awf ul

use of a deer feeder without a permt is a Class Il violation and

any person convicted of the unlawful use of a deer feeder shall be

puni shed as provided in Section 49-7-143. For the purposes of

t hi s subparagraph, "deer feeder" neans any device whi ch di spenses

grain for deer and which is constructed in such fashion to keep

such grain dry.

(ix) The comm ssion shall establish a special

hunting season for youth under the age of sixteen (16) and for
handi capped persons in the Natchez State Park. The conm ssion
shall also establish a primtive weapon season in the Natchez
State Park. The selection of participants in the primtive weapon
season shall be by public drawing fromall qualified applications.
The comm ssion shall set the nunmber of permts to be issued and
the length of the special seasons. The comm ssion may al so

establish a special hunting season for youth and handi capped
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persons or a primtive weapon season as provided in this
subparagraph in any other state park under the jurisdiction of the
departnent but shall only do so upon the recommendati on of the
staff of the departnent as approved by the comm ssion. The
conmm ssion shall select participants and set the nunber of permts
to be issued and the | ength of the special seasons in the manner
provided in this subparagraph.

(x) The conm ssion may establish and regul ate
speci al youth hunts for all nonm gratory gane birds and ani mal s
outside of the open season on wildlife managenent areas and on
private |ands.

(f) On fur-bearing animals: The commi ssion may fix the
open season on fur-bearing animals between Novenber 1 and March 1
next follow ng and fix the open season for hunting opossuns,
raccoons and bobcats with dogs and guns by |icensed hunters from
October 1 to February 28 next follow ng; but raccoons and bobcats
may be run, hunted, chased or pursued throughout the year with
dogs by licensed hunters. The comm ssion may establish an
addi ti onal open season on raccoon fromJuly 1 through Cctober 1,
and the bag limt on raccoon during the additional open season
shall be one (1) per party, per night.

(g0 On rabbits: The season shall open on the Saturday
nearest COctober 15 and run through February 28 next follow ng, and
when rabbits are depredating or destroying crops, the owner of the
crops or his tenants may shoot the rabbits with guns.

(h) On predatory animals: The hunting of predatory
animals shall be restricted to the open seasons for hunting any
gane animal or gane bird, using only the firearns, amunition,
primtive weapons or archery equi pnent |egal for use during that
open season. Landowners, agricultural |easeholders or their
desi gnat ed agents may take predatory aninmals year-round on | ands
owned or |eased by them The taking of any aninmal or aninmals

ot her than beavers or coyote by the use of a trap or traps is
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unl awf ul except during the tine the season is open for the taking
of fur-bearing animals. Fox and coyote may be run, chased or
pursued with dogs except as provided in Section 49-7-32 year-round
by licensed hunters.

(i) On magratory birds: The open season for mgratory
birds shall be the season prescribed by the Federal Mgratory Bird
Treaty regul ati ons.

(j) It is unlawmful to trap fox after the closed season
for trapping of other fur-bearing animals, except on property
owned or | eased by the person trapping.

(2) It is the intent of the Legislature that the open season
for gane birds and gane aninmals shall be stabilized unless sone
unforeseen calamty affecting the resource necessitates earlier
change.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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