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Represent ati ve Howel | To: \Ways and Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 332

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 27-35-81 AND 27-35-83, M SSI SS| PP
CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE THAT A TAX ASSESSOR PROVI DE NOTI CE TO A
TAXPAYER WHEN THE ASSESSED VALUE OF THE TAXPAYER S PROPERTY | S
| NCREASED FROM THE ASSESSED VALUE OF SUCH PROPERTY FOR THE
PREVI QUS YEAR;, TO PROVI DE THE TI ME I N WH CH SUCH NOTI CE MJUST BE
PROVI DED; TO PROVI DE THAT A BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS SHALL NOT
EQUALI ZE SUCH AN | NCREASED ASSESSED VALUE UNLESS A TAXPAYER
RECEI VES THE NOTI CE REQUI RED BY THI S ACT; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 27-35-81, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

27-35-81. (1) |If the assessnent is conducted by or under
the direction of the assessor, the assessor shall conplete the
assessnment of both real and personal property and file the roll or
rolls with the clerk of the board of supervisors on or before the
first Monday in July of each year. He shall nake an affidavit and
append it to each roll, showing that he has faithfully endeavored
to ascertain and assess all the persons and property in his
county, that he has not omtted any person or thing, or placed
upon, or accepted an under valuation of any property, through
fear, favor or partiality, and that he has required every taxpayer
to make the oath required to be taken by the person rendering a
list of his taxable property wherever possible. The assessor
shall file with the roll or rolls, under oath, a list show ng the
nane of every taxpayer who has failed or refused to make oath to
his tax lists.

(2) If theroll or rolls are not filed as required by this
section on or before the first Monday in July of each year, the

board of supervisors at its July neeting shall adopt an order
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showing the failure of the roll or rolls to be filed and shal
certify to the State Tax Conm ssion a statenent show ng such
failure and the tinme necessary to conplete the roll or rolls.

(3) Upon receipt of such certificate fromthe board of
supervi sors of any county, the State Tax Comm ssion shall, by
order entered on its mnutes, provide when such roll shall be
conpleted and filed, and the date when the board of supervisors
shall neet to equalize the roll or rolls, and the tinme when
obj ections to the assessnents contained in such roll or rolls,
shal |l be heard by the board of supervisors, provided that not |ess
than ten-days' notice shall be given prior to the hearing of such
objections. Wen such roll or rolls shall be filed, they shall be
dealt with in all respects as now provided by | aw except as to the
tinme.

(4) The assessor shall provide notice to a taxpayer when the

assessed val ue of the taxpayer's property is increased fromthe

assessed val ue given to such property for the previous year. The

notice shall be provided to the taxpayer no |later than the first

Monday in July of each year or upon the filing of the assessnent

roll by the assessor with the board of supervisors.

SECTION 2. Section 27-35-83, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

27-35-83. The board of supervisors shall imrediately at the
July neeting proceed to equalize such rolls and shall conplete
such equalization at |east ten (10) days before the August
meeting, and shall inmediately by newspaper publication notify the
public that such rolls so equalized are ready for inspection and

exam nation. However, before equalizing any assessed val ue of a

t axpayer's property that is an increase fromthe assessed val ue

given to such property for the previous year, the board of

supervi sors shall verify whether or not the tax assessor provided

the notice required in Section 27-35-81. |f the board of

supervi sors determnes that the tax assessor failed to provide
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such notice, the board shall not equalize such an increased

assessed value, and the clerk of the board of supervisors shal

provide the required notice. The board of supervisors shall take

action to equalize such an increased assessed val ue at the August

neeting. In counties having two (2) judicial districts, the board
shal | by order designate on what days during August it wll begin
in each of the two (2) districts upon its hearing of objections,
and these days shall be naned in the said notice, and the board
shall be authorized to hold its sessions in the two (2) districts
respectively as designated in the order aforesaid. The foregoing
provision with reference to counties with two (2) judicial
districts shall apply to any subsequent neetings whereof notice to
taxpayers is necessary to be given.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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