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Representative Fl em ng To: Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 276

AN ACT TO CREATE THE AFRI CAN- AVERI CAN LAND LOSS TASK FORCE;
TO PROVI DE FOR THE MEMBERSHI P OF THE TASK FORCE; TO PROVI DE FOR
THE DUTI ES OF THE TASK FORCE; TO PROVI DE FOR COMPENSATI ON FOR THE
MEMBERS OF THE TASK FORCE;, AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. The Legislature finds that:

(a) Fromthe newly freed slaves of 1863 to today's
Bl ack farners, African Anericans have fought to acquire and
mai ntai n | and, and encountered crippling obstacles along the way;

(b) In 1910, nearly one mllion (1, 000,000) BlIack
farmers in the United States owned a total of fifteen mllion
(15, 000, 000) acres and by 1969 they held only six mllion
(6, 000, 000) acres;

(c) In 1920, Blacks owned fourteen percent (14% of the
nation's farnms and today there are only ei ghteen thousand (18, 000)
Bl ack farners, representing | ess than one percent (1% of al
farnms; and

(d) Black citizens of this state and in particular the
Bl ack farmers are not inmmune to factors that cause themto |ose
their |and.

SECTION 2. (1) There is hereby created the African-Anmerican

Land Loss Task Force to study problens associated with the | oss of
real property ownership by African Anmericans and to recomend
| egi sl ati on and ot her nethods of renedying the |oss of real
property ownership by African Anmericans.

(2) The task force shall be conposed of the follow ng
per sons appoi nted as foll ows:

(a) One (1) person appointed by the Governor.
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(b) ©One (1) person appointed by the Lieutenant
Gover nor .

(c) One (1) person appointed by the Speaker of the
House of Representatives.

(d) ©One (1) person appointed by the President of
Jackson State University.

(e) One (1) person appointed by the President of Alcorn
State University.

(f) ©One (1) person appointed by the President of
M ssissippi Valley State University.

(g) Three (3) persons appointed by the M ssissipp
Legi sl ative Bl ack Caucus.

(3) The chair and vice chair of the task force shall be
el ected at the first neeting by the nenbers of the task force,
whi ch shall be held at a tine and place as provided by the
M ssi ssi ppi Bl ack Caucus.

(4) The task force shall recommend | egislation and ot her
net hods of renedying the |loss of real property ownership by
African Anericans. Upon the request of the chair, the Secretary
of the Senate and the Cerk of the House shall provide the
clerical assistance necessary for the work of the task force.

(5) The task force shall report its findings and
recommendations to the Governor and the Legislature on or before
the first legislative day of the 2005 Regul ar Session of the
Legi sl ature, whereupon the task force shall stand dissol ved and
di scharged of further duties and liabilities.

(6) Each legislative nenber of the task force shall be
entitled to his or her regular |egislative conpensation, per diem
and travel expenses for each day he or she attends a neeting of
the task force which shall be paid out of any funds appropri ated
to the use of the Legislature. Notw thstanding the foregoing, no
| egi sl ative nenber shall receive additional |egislative

conpensation or per diemwhen the Legislature is in session or if
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a legislative nenber is being paid any ot her paynents on the sane

dates for attendance of other state business.

SECTI ON 3.

This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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