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Representative Fl em ng To: Education;
Appropri ations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 250

AN ACT TO CREATE THE STUDENT ACH EVEMENT GUARANTEE | N
EDUCATI ON ACT; TO PROVI DE THE REQUI REMENTS FOR A SCHOOL BOARD TO
PARTI Cl PATE | N THE ACH EVEMENT GUARANTEE CONTRACT PROGRAM TO
PROVI DE FOR THE TERM NATI ON OF A STUDENT ACH EVEMENT GUARANTEE
CONTRACT; TO PROVI DE FOR FUNDI NG TO EACH SCHOOL DI STRI CT
PARTI Cl PATI NG | N THE ACH EVEMENT GUARANTEE CONTRACT PROGRAM TO
AMEND SECTI ON 37-151-77, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM W TH
THE PROVI SIONS OF TH S ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. This act shall be known as the M ssissipp

St udent Achi evenent Guarantee in Educati on Act.

SECTION 2. The followi ng definitions shall govern

construction and neaning of the terns used in this act:

(a) "dass size" neans the nunber of pupils assigned to
a regular classroomteacher on the third Friday of Septenber.

(b) "Low incone"” neans the nmeasure of |ow incone that
is determined by the State Departnment of Educati on.

(c) "Departnent” neans the State Departnent of
Educat i on.

SECTION 3. (1) The school board of any school district in

whi ch a school in the previous school year had an enroll nent of at
| east fifty percent (50% |owincone students is eligible to
participate in the achi evenment guarantee contract program

(2) If, in any year, eligible school districts apply for
nore achi evenent guarantee contracts than are possible within the
budget appropriated for this purpose, the departnent shal
det erm ne which school boards to contract with based on the nunber
of lowincome pupils in kindergarten and G ade 1 enrolled in the

school s, and on the bal ance of rural and urban school districts
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currently participating in the achi evenent guarantee contract
program

(3) A selected school district shall enter into an
achi evenent guarantee contract on behalf of up to ten (10)
school s.

SECTION 4. (1) An achievenent guarantee contract shal

require the school board to do all of the following in each
participating school:

(a) Cdass size - reduce each class size to fifteen (15)
in the follow ng manner:

(1) In the first year of participation, in at
| east kindergarten and Grade 1.

(i1i1) In the second year of participation, in at
| east kindergarten and Grades 1 and 2.

(tit) In the third year of participation, in at
| east kindergarten and Grades 1, 2 and 3.

(b) Education and human services, which shall include:

(1) Keeping school buildings open to accommopdate
before school and after school enrichnent prograns.

(1i) Collaborating with conmunity organi zations to
make educational and recreational opportunities, as well as a
variety of community and social services, available in the school
to all school district residents.

(c) Curriculum which shall include:

(i) Providing a rigorous academ c curricul um
designed to i nprove pupil academ c achi evenent.

(i) In consultation with the departnment, and with
the participation of the school's professional staff and school
district residents, a review of the school's current curriculumto
determ ne how well it pronotes pupil academ c achi evenent.

(tit) If necessary, an outline of any changes to

the curriculumto inprove pupil academ c achi evenent.

H B. No. 250 *HR40/R136>
04/ HRAO/ R136
PAGE 2 (CTE\BD)



62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93

(d) Staff devel opnent and accountability, which shal
i ncl ude:

(i) The devel opnent of a one-year programfor al
newy hired professional staff that hel ps them nmake the transition
fromtheir previous enploynent or school to their current
enpl oynent .

(ii1) Providing time for enployees to coll aborate
and pl an.

(ti1) Requiring that each teacher and
adm ni strator submt to the school board a professional
devel opment plan that focuses on how he or she will help inprove
student academ c achi evenent. The plan shall include a nethod by
which the staff nmenber will receive evaluations on the success of
his or her efforts froma variety of sources.

(iv) Regular review of staff devel opment plans to
determ ne whether they are effective in helping to i nprove pupi
academ c achi evenent.

(e) Establishing an eval uation process for professional
staff that does all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Identifies individual strengths and
weaknesses.

(i1i) Cdearly describes areas in need of
I nprovenent .

(ti1) Includes a support plan that provides
opportunities to learn and inprove.

(iv) Systematically docunents performance in
accordance wth the plan

(v) Allows professional staff nenbers to comment
on and contribute to revisions in the eval uati on process.

(vi) Provides for the dism ssal of professional
staff nmenbers whose failure to | earn and i nprove has been

docunented over a two (2) year period.
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(2) Each achi evenent guarantee contract shall include all of
the foll ow ng:

(a) A description of how each school will inplenent
each of the elenents under subsection (1) of this section,
including any alternative class configurations for specific
educational activities that nay be used to neet the class size
requi renents.

(b) A description of the nethod that the school
district wll use to evaluate the academ c achi evenent of the
students enrolled in the school.

(c) A description of each school's performance
obj ectives for the academ c achi evenent of the students enrolled
in the school and the neans that will be used to eval uate success
in attaining the objectives. Perfornmance objectives shall include
the foll ow ng:

(1) \Were applicable, inprovenent in scores of
tests adm nistered to students under the statew de testing program
in Sections 37-16-1 through 37-16-13.

(1i) The attai nnent of any educational goals
adopt ed by the school board.

(ti1) Professional devel opnent objectives.

(d) A description of the nethods by which the school
i nvol ves students, parents or guardi ans of students and ot her
school district residents in decisions affecting the school.

(e) A description of any statute or rule that is waived
under M ssissippi lawif the waiver is related to the contract.

(f) A description of the nmeans by which the departnent
will nonitor conpliance with the terns of the contract.

SECTION 5. (1) At the end of each school year, the

departnent may term nate an achi evenent guarantee contract if a
school board has failed to fully inplenment the provisions under
Section 4 of this act. Annually, by June 30, a committee

consisting of the State Superintendent of Public Education, the
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chai rpersons of the Education Commttees of the Senate and House
of Representatives, and the individual chiefly responsible for the
eval uation as appointed by the departnent shall reviewthe
progress made by each participating school. The commttee may
recommend that the departnent termnate a contract if the
commttee determ nes that the school board has violated the
contract or if the school has made insufficient progress toward
achieving its performance objectives. The departnent my
termnate the contract if it agrees with the conmttee's
recommendat i on.

(2) The Departnent shall arrange for an annual and
i ndependent eval uation of the program

SECTION 6. (1) Fromfunds specifically appropriated for

this purpose, the departnent shall pay to each participating
school district Two Thousand Dol | ars ($2,000.00) multiplied by the
nunber of | owincone students enrolled in G ades kindergarten
through 3 in each participating school covered by achi evenent

guar ant ee contracts.

(2) The departnent shall cease paynents under this section
to any school district if the school board wthdraws fromthe
contract before it expires.

(3) The departnent shall promulgate rules to inplenent and
adm ni ster the paynent of state aid under this section.

SECTION 7. Section 37-151-77, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-151-77. To qualify for funds provided in this chapter,
each school district shall not exceed a pupil-teacher ratio based
on enrollment in Grades 1, 2, 3 and 4 as follows: 27:1

For Grades kindergarten and 5 through 12, pupil-teacher ratio
shal |l be determ ned based on appropriate accreditation standards
devel oped by the M ssissippi Comm ssion on School Accreditation.

For school s havi ng an achi evenent guarantee contract with the

State Departnent of Education, the pupil teacher ratio of the
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participating school shall be determ ned by the requirenents under

Section 4(1)(a) of this act.

Any local district may apply to the State Board of Education
for approval of a waiver to this section by submtting and
justifying an alternative educational programto serve the needs
of enrollment in Gades kindergarten and 1 through 4. The State
Board of Education shall approve or disapprove of such waiver
forty-five (45) days after receipt of such application. [If a
school district violates the provisions of this section, the state
aid for the ensuing fiscal year to such school district shall be
reduced by the percentage variance that the actual pupil-teacher
ratios in such school district has to the required pupil-teacher
rati os mandated in this section. Provided, that notw thstandi ng
the provisions of this section, the State Board of Education is
aut hori zed to waive the pupil-teacher requirenents specified
herein upon a finding that a good faith effort is being nmade by
the school district concerned to conply with the ratio provisions
but that for |ack of classroom space which was beyond its control
it is physically inpossible for the district to conply, and the
cost of tenporary classroom space cannot be justified. [In the
event any school district neets Level 4 or 5 accreditation
standards, the State Board of Education may, in its discretion,
exenpt such school district fromthe maxi mum pupil-teacher ratio
in Gades 1, 2, 3 and 4 prescribed herein.

SECTION 8. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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