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Representative Flem ng To: Universities and
Col | eges; Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 232

AN ACT TO PROVI DE FOR A TUI TI ON WAl VER PROGRAM FOR PERSONS
HAVI NG A DEBI LI TATI NG DI SEASE; TO REQUI RE WAI VER APPLI CATI ONS TO
| NCLUDE MEDI CAL DOCUMENTATI ON CONCERNI NG THE APPLI CANT' S DEBI LI TY;
TO PROVI DE THAT WAI VERS MAY BE AWARDED TO BOTH FULL- TI ME AND
PART- TI ME STUDENTS; TO PROVI DE THAT THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF STATE
I NSTI TUTI ONS OF HI GHER LEARNI NG SHALL BE THE ADM NI STERI NG AGENCY
FOR THE PROGRAM AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) There is created a tuition waiver program

for persons having a debilitating disease. The purpose of the
programis to help eligible residents of Mssissippi to obtain a
post secondary certificate or degree at a state institution of
hi gher learning or a public community or junior college in
M ssi ssi ppi when such persons, because of their debility,
ot herwi se mi ght not be able to further their education.

(2) Any legal resident of the state who has a debilitating
di sease and who is enrolled in or accepted for enrollnment at a
state institution of higher learning or a public community or
junior college in Mssissippi may apply for a tuition waiver under
this program An application nust be acconpanied by witten
nmedi cal docunentation froma |icensed physician describing the
nature of the applicant's debilitating di sease, the estinmated
extent of the applicant's debility, a prognosis for recovery and
any other information that nmay be required pursuant to rules or
regul ati ons established under subsection (6) of this section.

(3) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning shall establish the maxi num annual tuition waiver that
may be awarded under the program which may not exceed the cost of

tuition at the institution or college at which the student is
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enrolled. Both full-tine and part-tinme students may apply for
tuition waivers. Students enrolling on a full-tinme basis may
receive a maxi mumof four (4) annual awards or, in those instances
when a degree programrequires five (5) years for conpletion, five
(5) annual awards. The nunber of awards which may be nmade to a
student attending school on a part-tine basis nay not exceed the

|l ength of tinme required to conplete the associate or baccal aureate
degree or certificate programtoward which the student is working.
A person who has a baccal aureate degree is not eligible for a
tuition waiver, and any person who has an associ ate degree nmay
receive awards only in furtherance of a baccal aureate degree.

(4) For the purpose of establishing the eligibility of
applicants for a tuition waiver, the Board of Trustees of State
Institutions of Hi gher Learning jointly with the State Board for
Communi ty and Junior Coll eges shall define the term"debilitating
di sease" and shall establish objective criteria for determ ning
whet her an applicant's physical debility qualifies the applicant
for a waiver. The definition and criteria shall be included in
the rules and regul ati ons established under subsection (6) of this
section.

(5 As a condition for renewal of a tuition waiver, a
student nust neke steady academ c progress toward a certificate or
associ ate or baccal aureate degree, as certified by the
institution's registrar, and nust maintain a cunul ative grade
poi nt average of at |east 2.00 calculated on a 4.00 scale at the
end of each term

(6) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning and the State Board for Community and Juni or Col | eges
jointly shall promul gate rules and regul ati ons necessary to carry
out the purposes and intent of this section. The Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning shall be the

adm ni stering agency of the tuition waiver program
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(7) It is the intent of the Legislature to provide
sufficient funds for tuition waivers for all eligible students
under this program |If funds are insufficient to provide tuition
wai vers for all eligible applicants, the board shall award the
wai vers to first-time students on a first-cone, first-served
basi s; however, priority consideration nust be given to persons
previously receiving waivers under the program who are making
st eady academ c progress toward conpletion of a certificate
program or associ ate or baccal aureate degree.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2004.
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