M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2004

By:

OCO~NOUITRAWNE

Representative Flem ng To: Universities and
Col | eges; Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 206

AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH A GRANT PROGRAM FOR PERSONS TAKI NG
ACADEM C COURSES ON THE | NTERNET; TO PROVI DE THAT THE PURPCSE OF
THE PROGRAM | S TO ENCOURAGE M SSI SSI PPl RESI DENTS TO FURTHER THEI R
POSTSECONDARY EDUCATI ON; TO AUTHORI ZE GRANTS UNDER THE PROGRAM FOR
COURSES TAKEN OVER THE | NTERNET | N FURTHERANCE OF A HI GHER
EDUCATI ON DECGREE; TO REQUI RE THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF STATE
I NSTI TUTI ONS OF HI GHER LEARNI NG TO ADM NI STER THE PROGRAM TO
REQUI RE THE BOARD, ACTI NG JO NTLY W TH THE STATE BOARD FOR
COMVUNI TY AND JUNI OR COLLEGES, TO PROMULGATE RULES AND REGULATI ONS
FOR THE ADM NI STRATI ON OF THE PROGRAM TO ESTABLI SH | NI Tl AL
ELI G BI LI TY GRADE PO NT AVERAGE REQUI REMENTS; TO PROVI DE THAT
GRANTS MUST BE AWARDED ON A FI RST- COVE, FI RST- SERVED BASI' S; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) There is created a special grant programfor

persons participating in academ c courses avail able on the
Internet in furtherance of an associ ate, baccal aureate, graduate
or specialist degree. The purpose of the programis to encourage
eligible residents of Mssissippi to further their education by
of fering such persons, particularly nontraditional students, a
financial incentive for availing thensel ves of postsecondary
academ ¢ courses accessi ble by conmputer away from canpus.

(2) Any legal resident of the state who enrolls in an
academ c course or courses nade available on the Internet by an
accredited comunity or junior college or institution of higher
| earning in furtherance of an associ ate, baccal aureate, graduate
or specialist degree may apply for a grant under this program
Grants nmay not exceed the actual tuition or enrollnment costs for
the specific course or courses in which a student is enrolled,
plus any required fees inposed as a condition for the enroll nent.
Subj ect to the availability of funding, the Board of Trustees of

State Institutions of Hi gher Learning, in its discretion, nmay
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aut hori ze grants to be applied toward the cost of books and ot her
materials required for a course. However, no funds awarded under
this program may be used for the purchase of conputer equi pnent or
for Internet services nmade available to the public by
subscription, nenbership or other affiliation with an Internet
service provider. The maxi nrum annual grant that may be awarded to
a student under this programis One Thousand Dol |l ars ($1, 000. 00)
per academ c year. For purposes of this section, the term
"academ c year" neans August 1 through the next succeeding July
31.

(3) The Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher
Learning shall adm nister the grant program established under this
section. The board, acting jointly with the State Board for
Communi ty and Juni or Coll eges, shall pronulgate rules and
regul ati ons necessary to carry out the purposes and intent of this
section, which nust include provisions addressing the foll ow ng:

(a) The application process and deadl i ne;

(b) Initial eligibility requirenments, which may vary
dependi ng on the degree bei ng sought by the applicant;

(c) The docunentation required froman applicant to
establish the person's enrollnent in the Internet course and that
the course is required for the degree being sought by the
appl i cant;

(d) The accreditation requirenents for community and
junior colleges and institutions of higher |earning offering
courses on the Internet;

(e) The maxi mnumtotal amount which may be awarded to a
person and the maxi mnum nunber of years which a person may receive
awar ds under the program and

(f) Any other provisions deened necessary by the boards
for the proper adm nistration of the program

(4) A person who has a baccal aureate degree may receive

grants only in furtherance of a master's, doctorate or specialist
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degree. A person who has a naster's degree may receive grants
only in furtherance of a doctorate or specialist degree. Persons
possessi ng a doctorate degree or specialist degree are not
eligible to receive grants under the program

(5) As arequirenent for initial eligibility, an applicant
for a grant nust have a cunul ative m ni mum grade point average of
2.50 calculated on a 4.00 scale for all coursework attenpted in
the two (2) years preceding the date of application. As a
condition for additional grants, an applicant nmust make steady
academ c progress toward the degree bei ng sought and nust maintain
a cunul ati ve grade point average of at least 3.00 calculated on a
4. 00 scale.

(6) |If funds are insufficient to fully fund grants for al
eligible applicants, the board shall award the grants to
first-tinme students on a first-cone, first-served basis; however,
priority consideration nust be given to persons previously
recei ving grants under the program who are naki ng steady academ c
progress toward conpl etion of the degree being sought.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2004.
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